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 2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  ask  eve rybody to  3 

come to  o rde r .   Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  wou ld  you read the  4 

ro l l ,  p lease?  5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  6 

Gonsa lves?  7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  9 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  12 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  I  14 

saw h im.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  he ' s  no t  in  h is  16 

seat  and  he  doesn ' t  answer ,  he 's  no t  here .   17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  20 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .   21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  22 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .   23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  24 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Here .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .   5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .   7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  8 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .   9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -16 

Wh i t ton?  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  23 

Schmi t t?  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Here .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    P lease le t  the  reco rd  3 

i nd i ca te  tha t  Leg is la to r  So lages  i s  he re .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  eve rybody 5 

p lease  - -  wou ld  everybody p le ase  r i se  fo r  t h e  6 

P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance ,  led  by  Leg is la to r  Den n is  7 

Dunne?  8 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  9 

rec i ted . )  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  have a  11 

pub l ic  comment  per iod  f i rs t .   We ' l l  ca l l  up  12 

peop le  who  have  f i led  s l ips ,  who  wan t  to  ta l k  13 

abou t  whateve r  they  want  to  ta lk  about .  14 

 So ,  f i rs t  s l i p  I  have is  Marc  Herbs t  f rom 15 

the  Long  I s land  Cont rac tors '  Assoc ia t i on .  16 

 MR.  HERBST:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Pres id ing  17 

O f f i ce r  Schmi t t ,  members  o f  t he  Leg is la tu re .   My  18 

name i s  Marc  Herbs t .   I  am th e  execu t i ve  d i r ec to r  19 

o f  t he  Long I s land  Con t rac to rs '  Assoc ia t ion .   20 

Jo in ing  w i th  me  today  is  E r i ca  C lose ,  f rom Thomas 21 

Nove l l i  &  Son  Cont rac t ing ,  one  o f  ou r  membe rs .   22 

Our  Assoc ia t i on  represen ts  ove r  150 heavy  23 

cons t ruc t i on  f i rms ,  suppor te rs ,  and indus t r y  24 

workers  tha t  do  one th ing ;  we  bu i l d  and mai n ta in  25 
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the  in f ras t ruc tu re  tha t  p rov ides  the  sa fe ty  and 2 

we l l  be ing  o f  a l l  the  res iden ts  o f  Long Is l and .  3 

 Our  number  one cus tomer  happens to  be ,  4 

among the  o thers  tha t  we ' re  concerned about  5 

today ,  i s  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau .   The  serv ice s  we  6 

p rov ide  is  t o  p ro tec t  the  taxpayers  o f  t h is  7 

coun ty ,  and how we  do tha t  i s  to  make su re  tha t  8 

the  sys tem i s  work ing  e f f i c i en t l y .   You h i r e  us  9 

to  do  a  job  fo r  you;  t o  make  sure  the  sewer s  10 

work ,  to  make  su re  the  san i ta t ion  sys tems w ork ,  11 

to  make su re  the  bu i ld ings  and  the  roads  ar e  12 

bu i l t  p roper l y  and  a re  main ta ined.   We a re  very  13 

p roud to  rep resent  the  f i rms  tha t  do  j us t  t ha t ,  14 

and we  hope to  con t inue to  do  tha t .    15 

 A l though  reg re t tab ly  a t  th is  po in t ,  many  16 

o f  our  f i rms  are  s t rugg l ing .   I ' ve  been bef o re  17 

you be fo re  to  ta lk  about  the  economic  cond i t ions .   18 

In  the  l as t  two  years  a lone,  we have  los t  1 2 ,000  19 

employees.   We have f i rms tha t  have c losed the i r  20 

doors .   And we a re  s t i l l  con t i nu ing  to  t ry  to  21 

work  and  do  wha t  we can on  be ha l f  o f  t he  22 

taxpayers .   And  what  we f i nd  i s  a  lo t  o f  th e  23 

mun ic ipa l  governments  tha t  we  b id  p ro jec ts  on ,  24 

there ' s  fewer  and fewer  compan ies  to  b id .   And  25 
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the  ones  who  are  now jo in ing  the  ranks  do  n o t  2 

be long  o r  l i ve  o r  suppor t  the  economic  reg io n  3 

he re  on  Long  Is land;  t hey  are  coming  f rom 4 

ou ts ide .  5 

 How can you he lp  us?   We l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  6 

I  wou ld  ask  you  what  i s  the  fo rmat ion  o f  th e  7 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau?  Wha t  i s  t he  bas is?   And I  8 

th ink  your  ex is tence  i s  geared  and  unders too d and 9 

desc r ibed in  the  County  Char te r .   Now,  the  10 

l awyers  tha t  may  be  he re ,  i f  you  can  he lp  m e  11 

exp la in  what  the  ro le  o f  t he  County  Char te r  i s .   12 

I ' ve  come to  the  conc lus ion  the  Coun ty  Char t e r  i s  13 

no t  wor th  the  paper  i t s '  w r i t t en  on .   You do  no t  14 

fo l l ow  i t  and  you have  no  concern  what 's  wr i t t en  15 

i n  the re .   And the  a t to rneys  who  work  fo r  t he  16 

coun ty  shou ld  be  l ook ing  a t  t h is  and  mak ing  su re  17 

tha t  i t ' s  adhered to  and  a l l  t he  ru les  and 18 

regu la t i ons  a re  fo l l owed ;  o the rw ise ,  t h i s  C oun ty  19 

i s  no th ing  more  than  a  sham.  20 

 Le t  me  exp la in  to  you what  j us t  took  21 

p lace  a  few weeks  ago.  22 

 A t  t he  i nv i ta t i on  o f  t he  Coun ty  23 

Cont ro l l e r ,  George  Maragos ,  he  he ld  a  meet i ng  24 

w i th  us  on  January  18 .   H is  i nv i ta t i on .   Be cause  25 
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o f  h is  f rus t ra t i on  and  the  sh a red f rus t ra t i o n  2 

tha t  we have ,  we  reached  out  and  inv i ted  us  in  to  3 

exp la in  the  p rob lem.   You see ,  our  Assoc ia t i on  4 

members  work  fo r  you .   We pe r fo rm a  func t io n .   We 5 

do  a  j ob .   We comp le te  i t .   As  any  o ther  bu s iness  6 

t ransac t ion ,  a f te r  you  do  the  work ,  the  s im p le  7 

th ing  tha t  conc ludes  the  dea l  i s  you  pay  us .   You 8 

don ' t  pay  us ,  Nassau  County .   S i x ,  seven ,  e i gh t  9 

months ,  there 's  no  payment  coming fo r  the  w ork  10 

tha t ' s  a l ready  done.  11 

 Now,  l e t  me exp la in  someth ing .   You b id  12 

on  a  pub l i c  works  cont rac t .   You  have to  be  13 

p requa l i f i ed .   You  do  the  work .   A f te r  t he  work ,  14 

i f  you ' re  no t  pa id ,  the  coun ty  o r  any  o ther  15 

gove rnment  can come a long and  say  we  wan t  y ou to  16 

do  more ,  w i th  no  guarantee  o f  be ing  pa id .   And  i f  17 

you don ' t  do  the  work ,  even t hough  you ' re  no t  18 

pay ing ,  the  coun ty  o r  any  o the r  gove rnment  can  19 

s imp ly  say ,  you  know wha t?   Too bad.   Go  de fau l t  20 

on  the  con t rac t .   Go  out  o f  bus iness .   Go a way .   21 

We ' l l  f i l e  a  lawsu i t .   They ' ve  done the  wor k  22 

acco rd ing  to  specs ,  s igned  o f f ,  every th ing ' s  23 

f i ne .   You  don ' t  have the  money,  you  don ' t  pay  24 

us .   Now the  con t rac t ,  who  has  pu t  a l l  t he  work  25 
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in ,  pa id  the  emp loyees ,  i f  t hey  can - -  t he  2 

s i tua t ion  we  have now is  we use un ion  work f o rce ,  3 

so  we have  to  pay  the i r  bene f i t s .   So  the  u n ion  4 

worker ,  the  men  and women on the  s t ree ts ,  no t  5 

ge t t ing  the i r  bene f i t s  pa id  because the  con t rac t ,  6 

themse lves ,  a re  no t  be ing  pa id .   Now they  h ave  to  7 

f l oa t  and go  bo r row money and  the  gove rnmen t  j us t  8 

says  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  pay  you,  t ha t ' s  you r  9 

p rob lem.   So  we ' re  you r  cash  f low wh ich ,  g re a t ,  10 

we  love  do ing  tha t .   Bu t  you  know what?   I f  we  go  11 

de fau l t  on  a  con t rac t ,  you  can  tu rn  around to  us  12 

and say  so r ry ,  ou t  o f  bus iness .   F ine .   I  l os t  13 

the  job .   I  l os t  t he  dea l .   Take  a  l oss .   Y ou 14 

wr i t e  i t  o f f  on  the  books .   No ,  so r ry ,  f o lks .   15 

You know wha t  happens?   The nex t  person,  th e  nex t  16 

j ob  you have ,  rega rd less  o f  whethe r  i t ' s  w i th  17 

Nassau  County  o r  a  v i l lage ,  o r  t he  s ta te ,  yo u 18 

have  to  f i l l  ou t  t ha t  p requa l i f i ca t i on  fo rm .   One 19 

o f  t he  ques t ions  i s  have  you  eve r  been  defau l t  on  20 

a  pub l ic  works  dea l?   You now have  to  check  tha t  21 

box .   You check  tha t  box  because  the  county  22 

d idn ' t  pay  you fo r  t he  work  you d id ,  as  you  were  23 

asked to ,  and  you are  no  l onger  e l ig ib le  to  work  24 

i n  any  o ther  governmen t  and you ' re  pu t  ou t  o f  25 
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bus iness .   C lose  you r  doors .   You ' re  done,  2 

because you can ' t  pay  a  b i l l  s ix  t o  n ine  mo n ths .  3 

 So ,  the  coun ty  compt ro l l e r  mee ts  w i th  us  4 

and shares  h i s  f rus t ra t i on .   Wonder fu l  meet ings .   5 

He  te l l s  us  and  ta lks  abou t  tha t  wonder fu l  6 

Char te r  tha t ' s  no t  wor th  any th ing  i t ' s  w r i t t en  7 

on ,  tha t  he ' s  go t  c la ims  in  h i s  o f f i ce  fo r  our  8 

members  to ta l ing  more  than  a  m i l l i on  do l la r s  9 

because,  acco rd ing  to  the  quo tes ,  there ' s  n o  10 

cap i ta l  funds  to  cover  the  c la ims.   The wor k  has  11 

been  put  ou t .   You  never  had  the  money  to  d o  i t  12 

i n  the  f i r s t  p lace .  13 

 The commiss ione r  o f  pub l ic  works .   The  14 

commiss ioner  o f  pub l ic  works  i s  do ing  he r  j ob  o f  15 

ge t t ing  the  work  ou t .   We are  pe r fo rming  th e  j ob  16 

we 've  been  asked  to  do .   The  p rob lem i s  we ' re  17 

do ing  the  work ,  and what  the  compt ro l l e r  te l l s  18 

us ,  the  budget  l ines ,  there 's  no  money  encum bered 19 

there .   So ,  s i t t ing  ou ts ide  the  door  o f  the  20 

compt ro l le r ,  because  he  won ' t  accept  i t ,  be cause  21 

he  won ' t  accept  the  c la im un less  the  l ine 's  22 

encumbered  - -  i s  t he  money  th e re  be fore  you  do  23 

the  work?   He 's  say ing ,  no ,  I  won ' t  even  acc ep t  24 

them.   The  b i l l s  a re  p i l ed  up  ou ts ide  h i s  d oors  25 
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fo r  $4 .5  m i l l ion  fo r  work  tha t ' s  a l ready  be en 2 

comp le ted  and  the  coun ty  w i l l  no t  pay ,  beca use  i t  3 

was neve r  encumbered .   Now,  how can tha t  ha ppen?   4 

Exp la in  to  me  how tha t  can  happen.   The Cou n ty  5 

Char te r  - -  t he  County  Char te r  says  you  go t ta  pay  6 

us .    7 

 And,  you  know,  the  cap i ta l  p rogram,  I  8 

come to  you each  and  eve ry  yea r  and say  why ' s  i t  9 

l a te?   Why  hasn ' t  i t  happened?   The Coun ty  10 

Char te r ,  where  a re  these  lawyers  tha t  a re  11 

supposed  to  be  te l l i ng  you  wha t  to  do  and th e  12 

p rocess  in  mov ing  i t  f o rward?   The  County  C har te r  13 

says  by  the  15 th  day  o f  Oc tober  o f  each yea r  the  14 

cap i ta l  p rog ram must  be  presen ted  to  the  15 

l eg i s la tu re .   Lad ies  and  gen t lemen ,  I  know fu l l  16 

we l l  t ha t  you  have  no t  rece ived the  proposa l  f o r  17 

a  cap i ta l  p rog ram fo r  2012 ,  a nd I  guess  tha t ' s  18 

because you can ' t  even  pay  f rom the  prev iou s  one  19 

so  why  bo the r ing  l i s ten ing  to  the  Char te r  a nd 20 

do ing  what  i t  t e l l s  you to  do .   I  guess  i t ' s  j us t  21 

semant ics .  22 

 The f rus t ra t i on  has  been  tha t  we  a lso ,  23 

s i x  months  ago in  June ,  becau se the  payments  were  24 

de layed,  no  one  is  ge t t i ng  pa id  fo r  work  25 
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comp le ted ,  i s  ou t  there .   We inv i te  the  cou n ty  2 

execut ive  to  come meet  w i th  us .   The  county  3 

execut ive  accep ted  our  i nv i t a t ion ,  and  on  J une  20 4 

he  appeared be fo re  the  Pub l i c  Works  A l l i ance  and ,  5 

"Wha t  f rus t ra tes  me the  most  i s  the  money i s  6 

there .   We don ' t  pu t  ou t  p ro jec ts  w i th  hav i ng  7 

secu red the  p roper  fund ing .   The re  i s  no  re ason 8 

tha t  payments  on  these  p ro jec ts  shou ld  be  d e layed 9 

th is  l ong.   My o f f i ce  and I  w i l l  do  whateve r  we 10 

can to  he lp  s t reaml ine  th i s  p rocess  and mak e  sure  11 

tha t  you r  members  ge t  pa id . "   The coun ty  12 

execut ive .    13 

 The coun ty  execu t i ve ,  as  a l l  o f  you  know,  14 

I  cons ider  h im a  good pe rsona l  f r i end.   And  I  15 

don ' t  th ink  any  one o f  you  w i l l  d i sagree  th a t  16 

he 's  no t  honest  and s incere .   And when  he s a id  17 

those words  to  my organ iza t i on  and  a l l  t he  18 

represen ta t i ves ,  t he  peop le  and compan ies  th a t  19 

were  no t  be ing  pa id ,  he  wasn ' t  j us t  g i v ing  us  20 

words  and mak ing  i t  up .    21 

 I  tu rned  back  to  tha t  wonder fu l  p iece  o f  22 

paper ,  t ha t ' s  no t  wor th  the  i nk  on  i t ,  t he  County  23 

Char te r .   The  coun ty  execu t i ve  obv ious ly  wa s  24 

read ing  f rom th i s ,  bu t  nobody  in  the  governm en t  25 
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seems to  l i s ten  or  be l ieve  tha t  he  be l ieves  the  2 

Coun ty  Char te r  i s  rea l ,  because th is  i s  wha t  i t  3 

says :   "The approva l  by  the  Coun ty  Leg is la t u re  o f  4 

the  cap i ta l  budget  o rd inance  sha l l  be  deeme d to  5 

be  approved fo r  the  preconst ruc t ion  phases  o f  the  6 

cap i ta l  p rog ram,  p ro jec ts  o r  ac t iv i t ies  inc luded  7 

i n  the  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t he  cap i ta l  p rogram,  a nd 8 

sha l l  be  deemed to  app rove  the  p repara t i on  o f  the  9 

b id  spec i f i ca t i ons  and  the  so l i c i t a t ion  o f  b ids  10 

re la ted  there to ,  p rov ided tha t  no th ing  ther e in  11 

sha l l  be  deemed to  app rove  th e  award ing  o f  a ny  12 

pu rchase  o rde r  o r  cont rac t  f o r  a  cap i ta l  p r ogram 13 

p ro jec t  o r  ac t i v i t y  w i thou t  an  approved bon d  14 

o rd inance or  a  du l y  au thor ized  appropr ia t io n  o f  15 

necessary  funds . "   So what  the  county  execu t ive  16 

to ld  us  was 100  pe rcen t  t rue  accord ing  to  th e  17 

Char te r .   Bu t  nobody  cares  wha t  the  Char te r  says .   18 

I t ' s  mean ing less .  19 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  we have  compan ies  tha t  20 

a re  go ing  ou t  o f  bus iness ,  work force ,  12 ,00 0  21 

a l ready  los t  the i r  j obs  because the  coun ty  i s  22 

pu t t ing  ou t  work  and  you 've  neve r  had the  f unds  23 

to  do  i t ,  accord ing  to  wha t  the  spec i f i ca t i ons  o f  24 

your  own  Char te r  say .  25 
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 To  add  insu l t  t o  i n ju ry ,  i t ' s  no t  even  2 

your  money  in  some cases .   The  money  in  som e o f  3 

the  pro jec ts  tha t  were  done,  the  ones  tha t  a re  4 

s i t t ing  ou ts ide  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  whe re  he  5 

won ' t  accept  the  c la ims because there ' s  no  money  6 

l i s ted  i n  the  budget ,  they  were  fede ra l  p ro g rams .   7 

The ARA pro jec ts ,  the  prog ram tha t  was  pu t  i n  8 

p lace  so  we cou ld  pu t  the  men  and women o f  t h i s  9 

coun t ry  back  to  work .   And  you  know what?   So 10 

what  does  tha t  say  to  us?   The  federa l  gove rnmen t  11 

pa id  100  percen t  bu t  t he  budge t  l i nes  aren ' t  12 

encumbered ;  t ha t  ra i ses  a  red  f l ag  and  says  what  13 

a re  you do ing  w i th  the  federa l  money?  A re  you  14 

coming l i ng  funds?  I s  there  someth ing  impro per  15 

go ing  on?  We ' re  do ing  the  work  tha t  t he  fed era l  16 

gove rnment  gave  us  to  comp le te  these  p ro jec ts  and 17 

the  money ' s  no t  there .   And you expect  us  t o  come 18 

back  and  b id  on  new pro jec ts?  19 

 My  in ten t i on  to  come before  you the  f i rs t  20 

meet ing  o f  t he  l eg is la t i ve  yea r  has  a lways  been 21 

to  ta l k  abou t  the  cap i ta l  p ro g ram fo r  tha t  y ea r .   22 

We ' re  wast ing  ou r  t ime  to  look  a t  tha t  beca use  23 

your  Char te r  says  i t  shou ld  be  here .   And t hen  we 24 

ge t  excuses ,  i t ' s  a l l  N IFA 's  fau l t .   The  co n t ro l  25 
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board ,  N IFA,  they ' re  the  bad  peop le .   Lad ie s  and  2 

gent lemen,  these  con t rac ts  were  f rom 2009 a nd 3 

2010 ,  be fo re  NIFA took  any  con t ro l .   Tha t  m oney 4 

shou ld 've  been a l l oca ted  and  spent ,  acco rd i ng  to  5 

the  Char te r  and  every th ing  e l se .  6 

 I n  conc lus ion ,  t he re 's  no th ing  more  I  can  7 

say ,  o ther  than  to  ask  fo r  you r  he lp .   I  ha ve 8 

some suggest ions .  9 

 We can  have p rocess  where  you ,  as  10 

l eg i s la to rs ,  can  pu t  some laws  on the  books .   You 11 

can look  a t  t he  cont rac ts ,  t he  spec i f i ca t io ns  and 12 

have  p rompt  paymen t  spec i f i ca t ions  added  to  those 13 

cont rac ts .   I f  work  i s  done,  i t  shou ld  be  p a id  14 

w i th in  90  days  o r  whatever ,  120 days ,  and t here  15 

be  a  pena l ty .   Or ,  j us t  do  a  b lanket  o rd ina nce  16 

fo r  a l l  vendors  o f  Nassau Coun ty ,  s im i la r  t o  17 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty ,  New York  C i t y  and o the r  18 

mun ic ipa l i t i es .   And  the  response where  we 19 

sugges t  such  th ings ,  we don ' t  have  the  mone y .   We 20 

can ' t  pay  ou r  b i l l s  now.   Why  wou ld  we  add 21 

in te res t  t o  those paymen ts?   And  I  can  appr ec ia te  22 

tha t .  23 

 So ,  the  f i rs t  t h ing  tha t  needs  to  be  24 

done ,  look  a t  your  own  house .   Look  a t  t he  25 
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p rob lems  tha t  a re  go ing  on  i n  the  coun ty .   You ' re  2 

no t  on ly  i n  a  f i nanc ia l ,  d i f f i cu l t  s i t ua t ion ,  3 

wh ich  we  can  apprec ia te .   You ' re  pu t t i ng  o t her  4 

men and women ou t  o f  bus iness .  5 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  6 

 I f  I  can  l eave you  one  g i f t .   I  have  64  7 

overdue invo ices ,  no t i ces  f rom var ious  comp an ies .   8 

Th is  i s  over  $4  mi l l ion ;  t ha t ' s  jus t  a  samp le  o f  9 

what 's  owed to  our  membersh ip .   Four  m i l l io n  10 

do l l a rs  wor th  o f  i nvo i ces  r i gh t  he re  becaus e  11 

nobody  wan ts  to  pay  them.   The  work  has  bee n  12 

done .   I t ' s  been  comple ted .   Eve ry th ing ' s  f i ne ,  13 

bu t  send ing  the  check  fo r  the  work  tha t  you  go t ,  14 

tha t  you ' re  ge t t ing  ou r  cash  f low o f f  o f .  15 

 Thank you.   And  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  p resen t  16 

these to  you .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  send 18 

them up to  the  compt ro l l e r .  19 

 I  unders tand  tha t  the  depu ty  county  20 

execut ive  is  he re  and wants  to  speak  to  th i s  21 

i ssue,  Mr .  Herbs t .   Bu t  as  yo u  and  I  have sp oken  22 

abou t  be fo re ,  i t ' s  rea l l y  qu i te  a  un ique  23 

s i tua t ion  tha t  t he  county  f i nds  i t se l f  i n .   The 24 

money is  the re ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  t he re .   I t ' s  o ne o f  25 
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those dea ls .   They ' re  wa i t ing  - -  2 

 MR.  HERBST:    And you ' re  go ing  to  pu t  i t  3 

on  the  back  o f  t he  con t rac to r  and the  peop le  tha t  4 

a re  do ing  bus iness  fo r  t h i s  coun ty?  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm no t  su re  exac t ly  6 

- -  7 

 MR.  HERBST:    That 's  appa l l i ng ,  s i r .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ’ t  know exac t ly  9 

what  the  answer  i s  o r  how we  shake  th i s  loo se.   10 

We cer ta in ly  s tand  ready  to  h e lp  i n  any  way ,  11 

shape or  mat te r  tha t  we can.   Bu t  we  have t o  12 

obv ious l y  ge t  t oge ther  w i th  the  coun ty  exec u t i ve  13 

and the  coun ty  compt ro l l e r  and  t rack  i t  dow n  and  14 

f i nd  ou t  how we  can shake i t  l oose .   Th i s  i s  15 

r i d i cu lous .   I  agree  w i th  you .   I t ' s  abso lu t e l y  16 

r i d i cu lous .   I  hea r  f rom peop le  a l l  the  t im e ,  17 

some o f  ou r  you th  agenc ies  and  some o f  t he  o ther  18 

vendors  in  the  county ,  t hey  haven ' t  been  pa id .   19 

Ye t ,  we know tha t  we  have p laced  the  money the re  20 

fo r  them to  be  pa id .   I t ' s  someth ing  tha t  w e ' re  21 

go ing  to  co l lec t i ve l y  have  to  address .  22 

 Le t  me  b r ing  Mr .  Walke r  up  and  he  can add 23 

the  admin i s t ra t i on 's  two  cen ts .  24 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Thank 25 
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you,  Mr .  Herbs t ,  f o r  t hose  k ind  comments .   2 

 Obv ious l y ,  i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  d i sconnect  as  3 

to  wha t  has  t ransp i red .   Le t ' s  go  back  to  th e  4 

h i s to ry  o f  Nassau Coun ty  p r io r  t o  NIFA.   An d  why  5 

N IFA 's  i nvo l ved ,  t hey  p lay  an  ins t rumenta l  ro le ,  6 

i n  te rms  o f  bond ing ,  i n  te rms  o f  cap i ta l  7 

p ro jec ts .  8 

 MR.  HERBST:    That  doesn ' t  pay  the  b i l l s  9 

fo r  my  members .  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKE R:    I  guess  11 

I  won ' t  f i n i sh  and  I ' l l  j us t  con t inue to  he a r  you 12 

pont i f i ca te .   I f  you  wan t  to  have a  so l i d  13 

d i scuss ion ,  I ' l l  be  g lad  to  have  a  so l id  14 

d i scuss ion .  15 

 Bo t tom l ine  i s  N IFA is  mee t ing  on  16 

Wednesday to  app rove  the  cap i ta l  bor rowing .   I n  17 

the  pas t  t he  county  wou ld  pay  a l l  o f  cap i ta l  18 

p ro jec ts  ou t  o f  cash .   They  wou ld  be  be ing  i n  19 

advance,  wha t 's  ca l l ed  a  cash  advance,  and then 20 

the  bond ing  wou ld  take  p lace  anywhere  be twe en 21 

Oc tober  to  December  every  yea r  and  tha t  cas h  were  22 

- -  bas ica l l y ,  t ha t  cash advan ce,  the  funds  were  23 

pu t  back  i n to  tha t  account  f rom the  passage  o f  24 

the  bond ing .  25 
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 To  the  adven t  o f  N IFA,  N IFA has  to  2 

approve the  cap i ta l  - -  any  bo r rowing ,  as  yo u  3 

know,  as  we l l  as  any  con t rac ts .   A l l  o f  the  4 

cont rac ts  tha t  you  men t ioned  were  approved,  and 5 

the  money tha t  i s  owed  - -  and  we  wan t  to  see  6 

those cont rac to rs  ge t  pa id .   I  had  conversa t ions  7 

w i th  many o f  them over  the  pas t  - -  some ove r  the  8 

weekend and las t  week.    9 

 A l l  those con t rac ts  were  approved by  th i s  10 

l eg i s la tu re .   The bond  o rd inance  were  appro ved  by  11 

th is  l eg is la tu re .   And ,  as  was  go ing  on  in  the  12 

pas t ,  the  county  s ta r ted  to  pay  rough ly  $45  13 

m i l l ion  wor th  o f  con t rac ts ,  were  pa id  w i th  cash 14 

advance.   Then aga in ,  NIFA  had  d i rec ted  us  to  15 

eva lua te  tha t ,  because  even though  N IFA app roved  16 

the  cont rac t  - -  and I  don ' t  w ant  to  pu t  the  b lame 17 

on  N IFA because  they ' re  do ing  the i r  due d i l i gence 18 

and they ' re  respons ib le ,  as  they  a re  and  as  the i r  19 

s ta tu te  requ i res  them to  be .   Because they  20 

approved  a  cont rac t  they  bas i ca l l y  sa id  i t  does  21 

no t  mean  tha t  t hey  approved bond ing  fo r  thos e 22 

cont rac ts .   We s topped  pay ing  cash  advances .   And 23 

we  had  conversa t ions  w i th  NIFA,  seve ra l  24 

conversa t i ons  w i th  N IFA,  seve ra l  mee t ings  w i th  25 
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N IFA,  w i th  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce .   And t hey  2 

w i l l  be  meet ing  on  Wednesday ,  th is  Wednesda y ,  to  3 

approve a  bu lk  o f  the  bo r row ing ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  4 

were  the  cash  advances ,  and then  we w i l l  be  5 

mov ing  fo rward  to  pay  peop le  e i the r  la te  ne x t  6 

week  o r  ea r l y  nex t  week so  eve ryone ge ts  th ose  7 

do l l a rs .  8 

 Now,  we a l l  l ea rned.   Go ing  fo rward  we  9 

w i l l  no t  t ake  tha t  same process .   When  a  10 

cont rac t ' s  app roved by  th i s  l eg i s la tu re  i t  w i l l  11 

a l so  accompany a  bond ord inance,  and  we wou ld  12 

l i ke  N IFA to  app rove  the  use  o f  cap i ta l  fun ds  fo r  13 

those pro jec ts  a t  the  same t ime.   Because w e  do 14 

no t  want  to  see  peop le  work ing  ou t  o f  sewer  - -  15 

sewer  - -  one  o f  ou r  s to rm wa te r  fac i l i t i es  e i t he r  16 

have  to  s top  work  because we  can ' t  pay  them .   So ,  17 

yes ,  we learned  a  va luab le  l esson,  as  d id  18 

everybody.  19 

 The money is  go ing  to  be  pa id .   We have a  20 

new process  go ing  fo rward .   We fo l lowed a l l  the  21 

requ i remen ts  tha t  had to  be  fo l l owed  by  the  22 

s ta tu te ,  o f  wh ich  I  l i s tened  to  the  Coun ty  23 

Char te r .   A l l  t hose s teps  were  fo l lowed exc ept  24 

fo r ,  aga in ,  i n  the  pas t  the  coun ty  wou ld  pay  25 
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every th ing  ou t  o f  cash  reserves  and then  re fund 2 

those cash  rese rves  w i th  a  bond ord inance.   We 3 

cou ld  no t  do  tha t  any  longer .   N IFA 's  a t  th e  4 

tab le .   They ' re  a  pa r tne r  w i th  us ,  w i th  th i s  5 

l eg i s la tu re .   And go ing  fo rward ,  aga in ,  i t  w i l l  6 

be  the  county  execut ive ,  t he  l eg is la tu re ,  an d 7 

N IFA approv ing  the  bor rowing ,  approv ing  the  8 

cont rac ts ,  we  be l i eve  a l l  a t  t he  same t ime so  we  9 

do  no t  have th i s  p rob lem aga in .   Because  th ey  do  10 

dese rve  to  ge t  pa id ,  Marc ;  t ha t  I  w i l l  agre e  w i th  11 

you w i th .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Leg is la to r  13 

Fo rd .  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much .   15 

Depu ty  County  Execut ive  Wa lke r ,  my  concern  16 

though ,  and I  t h ink  I  share  the  concern  o f  Mr .  17 

Herbs t ,  tha t  some o f  t hese  con t rac ts  a re  f r om 18 

2009  and  2010 .   Why is  i t  such  a  de lay  i n  g e t t ing  19 

these th ings  reso lved,  even i f  we had to  go  20 

th rough NIFA?  21 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Aga in ,  22 

because they  have to  pass  a l l  the  bond  23 

o rd inances .   The  county  can ' t  jus t  bond.   I t ' s  a  24 

l earn ing  exper ience I  th ink  fo r  myse l f  and 25 
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poss ib ly  a l l  the  l eg is la to rs  be fore  me .  2 

 When  we pass  a  cap i ta l  p lan  and th is  3 

l eg i s la tu re  passes  a  cap i ta l  p lan  and passe s  the  4 

bo r row ing ,  you ' re  no t  pass ing  the  p lan  and the  5 

bo r row ing  a l l  a t  t he  same t ime .   I n  fac t ,  w hen  we 6 

have  $165 mi l l i on  cap i ta l  p lan ,  the  bo r rowi ng  7 

tha t  yea r  may on ly  be  fo r  $75  mi l l ion  wor th  o f  8 

tha t  p lan  or  $80  m i l l i on  wor th  o f  tha t  p lan .   So  9 

the  bond ing  wasn ' t  ge t t i ng  approved.   So  we  are  10 

approv ing  - -  o r  las t  yea r  th i s  l eg is la tu re  11 

approved  bor row ing  in  the  2011  cap i ta l  p lan  fo r  12 

p ro jec ts  tha t  were  2008 pro jec ts ,  2009  p ro j ec ts ,  13 

2010  p ro jec ts .   I t  was  never  done tha t  t he  p lan  14 

and the  bo r rowing  mi r ro red  each o the r .   I t  was  15 

a lways  a  do l l a r  amount  and  i t  funded  cer ta i n  16 

p ro jec ts .   So  even  though you  had a  pro jec t  17 

s ta r ted  - -  and  tha t  was one o f  our  conversa t ions  18 

we  had  w i th  NIFA.   The  Env i ronmenta l  Bond Ac t  i s  19 

a l so  - -  there ' s  some p ro jec ts  under  the  20 

Env i ronmen ta l  Bond  Act  - -  a  s epara te  ded ica t ed  21 

tax  l i ne ,  a  separa te  ded ica ted  tax  s t ream.   22 

A lmost  eve ry  p ro jec t ,  poss ib l y  eve ry  p ro jec t ,  23 

passed  unan imous ly ,  19  to  ze ro ,  and NIFA 's  g o ing  24 

to  app rove  tha t  bond ing  as  we l l .   And the  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  24 Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

conversa t i on  we  had w i th  them was how much money  2 

do  you  need to  ge t  t h rough  June?   I  sa id  yo u  3 

can ' t  do  i t .   We ' re  go ing  to  be  back  i n  the  same 4 

boat  as  we  a re  today .   Here ' s  the  pro jec ts  tha t  5 

a re  go ing  to  be  comp le ted .   W hatever  tha t  do l l a r  6 

amount  i s ,  you  have to  ge t  app rova l  fo r  tha t  7 

p ro jec t  f rom when i t  s ta r t s  to  when i t  comp le tes  8 

because I  don ' t  want  to  have  tha t  p rob lem a ga in ,  9 

where  a  cont rac tor  i s  ask ing  to  wa lk  o f f  th e  j ob .  10 

 As  I  sa id ,  i t  i s  somewha t  o f  a  l ea rn ing  11 

exper ience  by  hav ing  ano ther  app rova l  p roce ss .   12 

We lea rned  f rom tha t  app rova l  p rocess  and w e  go 13 

fo rward .   Bu t  we  d id  no t  know tha t  t ha t  was  go ing  14 

to  be  a  prob lem.   I t  was  i n  l as t  yea r ' s  p la n .   I t  15 

was a  2011  bo r rowing ,  a  2010  bor rowing .   I t  was  16 

approved .   The con t rac t  was approved  by  NIF A.   We 17 

neve r  fo resaw a  prob lem tha t  a l l  o f  a  sudde n  they  18 

weren ' t  go ing  to  app rove  th i s .   Now the  19 

compt ro l le r  doesn ' t  want  to  pay  the  do l l a rs  ou t  20 

o f  cash advance  because they  don ' t  know i f  t he  21 

bond ing  is  go ing  to  be  passed .   We have to  l ea rn  22 

too .   We lea rned .   We ' re  go ing  fo rward  w i th  a  new 23 

p rocess .   We wan t  to  ge t  eve rybody  pa id .   W e 24 

worked  w i th  N IFA.   We crossed  ou r  Ts  and  do t ted  25 
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ou r  Is .   Aga in ,  I 'm comfor tab le .   Wednesday  they  2 

a re  meet ing  and  they ' re  go ing  to  app rove  and  3 

everybody ge ts  pa id .   I t  has  been a  learn in g  4 

p rocess .  5 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I 'm  go ing  to  be  a t  6 

tha t  mee t ing  anyway.   A l so ,  on ly  because  I  t h ink  7 

tha t  we don ' t  need  to  have  th i s  anymore  bec ause -8 

-  9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We 10 

ag ree.  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    f o r  econom ic  12 

deve lopmen t ,  espec ia l l y  th roughout  the  coun ty ,  13 

there  is  a  l ow leve l  o f  con f idence .   I f  we a re  14 

hop ing  to  b r i ng  more  bus inesses  in to  the  co unty ,  15 

we  need to  make  su re  tha t  we  c lean  th i s  up  as  16 

we l l .  17 

 Mr .  Herbs t ,  I  hope  tha t  we  a re  go ing  to  18 

ge t  cop ies  o f  t hose cont rac ts ;  i t ' s  no t  jus t  19 

go ing  to  go  to  the  compt ro l l e r  a t  a l l .   We wan t  20 

to  fo l low th rough on  them as  we l l .   I ' d  l i k e  you  21 

to  con tac t  my  o f f i ce .   I ' d  l i ke  to  s i t  down  and 22 

d i scuss  w i th  you  some o f  t he  recommendat ion s  tha t  23 

pe rhaps mov ing  fo rward  tha t  everybody ge ts  pa id  24 

i n  a  t ime ly  fash ion  and tha t  we can cont inu e ,  25 
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hope fu l l y ,  economic  deve lopmen t  and growth  here  2 

i n  the  county .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Dunne .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Yeah.   Marc  Herbs t  6 

had ment ioned  no t  bond ing  bu t  fede ra l  pass-7 

th rough money ,  wh ich  means  tha t  money doesn ' t  8 

have  any th ing  to  do  w i th  us .   I t s  fede ra l  m oney,  9 

we ' re  jus t  pass ing  i t  th rough  to  them.   Why  isn ' t  10 

tha t  be ing  - -  11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I t ' s  12 

ac tua l l y  - -  the  coun ty  ge ts  r e imbursed  f rom the  13 

fede ra l  gove rnment  a f te r  our  expend i tu res ,  14 

s imi la r  to  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege the  sam e way .   15 

The coun ty  l ays  ou t  the  do l l a rs  and then  th ey  16 

come back  to  us  e i ther  f rom DASNY,  e i the r  i n  ARA 17 

money,  f edera l  do l la rs .   The  county  s t i l l  h as  to  18 

l ay  those do l la rs  ou t .    19 

 And aga in ,  I  can  on ly  say  th i s .   Go ing  20 

fo rward  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  have th is  p rob le m 21 

anymore .   I t  was  a  l ea rn ing  exper ience  to  u s .   I  22 

want  peop le  to  ge t  pa id ,  obv ious ly .   I  don ' t  wan t  23 

to  have to  l i s ten  to  peop le  a l l  day  say ing  24 

they ' re  no t  ge t t ing  pa id .   And  we work  w i th  them.   25 
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Many  o f  them have rece ived  payment .   Those 2 

cont rac tors  - -  one ,  in  par t i cu la r ,  wh ich  ma ybe  3 

everyone  in  th i s  l eg is la tu re  rece ived 4 

co r respondence f rom,  w i th  Nassau  Communi ty  5 

Co l l ege rece iv ing  DASNY money  Fr iday  o r  toda y  and 6 

we ' re  go ing  to  pay  tha t  cont rac tors  be fo re  N IFA 7 

approves  because  i t  i s  re imbursed.   I t  make s  no  8 

sense to  ho ld  up  do l la rs  tha t  a re  go ing  to  be  9 

re imbursed  when  we  know we ' re  go ing  to  ge t  t he  10 

funds  back .  11 

 Le t  me  te l l  you  th is .   One  o f  the  wors t  12 

th ings  tha t  eve r  happened is  the  ARA fund ing .   13 

Cont rac tors  d id  no t  comp ly  w i th  some o f  the  ARA 14 

fund ing ,  no t  because  o f  them but  because  i t  wou ld  15 

be  changed  in  s tandard  m idway  th rough the  16 

p ro jec t .   Some d id  no t  mee t  DBE,  d ivers i f ie d  17 

bus iness  en te rp r ises ,  and min o r i ty  and  women  18 

owned bus inesses .   They  d id  no t  meet  the  19 

requ i remen ts .   The  federa l  governmen t  s ta r t ed  20 

eva lua t i ng  tha t .   So  the re 's  ARA p ro jec ts  t ha t  we 21 

a re  neve r  go ing  to  rece ive  the  fu l l  100 per cen t  22 

because the  con t rac tor  e i t he r  d id  no t  o r  co u ld  23 

no t  comp ly .   I n  many  cases  we  had s ta f f  tha t  wen t  24 

to  Wash ing ton  o r  wen t  to  the  S ta te  DOT to  s ee i f  25 
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we  can  ge t  changes  made to  the  con t rac t  so  we can 2 

ac tua l l y  ge t  those  do l la rs  app roved.   And w e  were  3 

success fu l ,  t hank fu l l y .  4 

 The ARA - -  as  g rea t  as  peop le  say  we ' re  5 

pu t t ing  peop le  to  work ,  i t  r ea l l y  does  no t  do  6 

tha t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     The  p rob lem I  see ,  8 

and we 've  heard  in  the  pas t ,  i n  the  recent  pas t ,  9 

i s  t ha t  there  - -  we can ' t  ge t  cont rac tors  on  Long 10 

I s land  to  b id  fo r  these th ings ,  p robab ly  be cause  11 

o f  wha t  Marc  Herbs t  jus t  sa id .   We end  up go ing  12 

o f f  the  Is land and  money  goes  to  o ther  peop le ' s  13 

homes ra ther  than ou rs .   I 'm  g lad  you ' re  go ing  to  14 

pu t  some k ind  o f  appara tus  i n  p lace  tha t  w i l l  15 

a l lev ia te  th i s  p rob lem because  i t ' s  so re ly  16 

needed .  17 

 I t  was  a  pass ionate  reques t  by  Marc .   And 18 

thank  you fo r  coming ,  Marc .   I t  was  we l l  sa id  and 19 

you rea l l y  b rought  to  l i gh t  a  p rob lem.   Hop e fu l l y  20 

we  w i l l  be  ab le  to  reso lve  th i s .  21 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Walke r .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  N ico le l l o .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.   Rob -24 

-  ac tua l l y ,  Leg is la to r  Dunne jus t  touched on  25 
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th is .   You  ment ioned  tha t  go ing  fo rward  the re  are  2 

go ing  to  be  changes in  the  p rocess .   I  don ' t  know 3 

i f  you  descr ibed  them or  whe ther  you 've  se t t led  4 

on  wha t  those  changes w i l l  be ;  have you?  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  6 

th ink ,  aga in ,  bas i ca l l y  there ' s  - -  t he  who le  7 

p rocess  is ,  f i r s t ,  you  have a  cont rac t  t ha t ' s  8 

approved .   We l l ,  l e t ' s  s ta r t  f rom the  s ta r t .  9 

 You approve a  cap i ta l  p rog ram and you 10 

approve bo r rowing  fo r  ce r ta in  p ro jec ts ;  tha t ' s  11 

s tep  one .   As  the  cont rac t  goes  fo rward  and  you 12 

approve a  con t rac t  f o r  t ha t  work  to  be  done ,  the  13 

cont rac t  t hen  ge ts  app roved by  the  l eg is la t u re ,  14 

and i t  ge ts  app roved  by  NIFA.   I n  tha t  p roc ess  we 15 

a l so  wan t  to  have the  bond ing  ge t  approved a t  the  16 

same t ime.   So N IFA is  app rov ing  the  use  o f  17 

cap i ta l  funds  and i t  f i t s  in to  our  mu l t i -yea r  18 

p lan  o r  tha t  yea r ' s  budget .   So  they  w i l l  b e  19 

approv ing  the  cont rac t  and  approv ing  the  bo nd ing  20 

fo r  tha t  p ro jec t .   I f  they  approve  the  bond ing  21 

fo r  tha t  p ro jec t ,  we  don ' t  necessa r i l y  want  to  22 

ge t  on  the  s t ree t  fo r  every  f i ve  m i l l i on  or  $10 23 

m i l l ion  fo r  somebody  to  pu rchase  - -  fo r  the  sa le  24 

o f  a  bond.   You ' re  no t  go ing  to  ge t  good  ra tes  25 
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and i t  w i l l  p robab ly  become cos t ly  f o r  t he  2 

coun ty .   But  i f  N IFA  has  approved the  use o f  3 

cap i ta l  funds  and the  bond ing  fo r  tha t  p ro je c t  4 

and i t  f i t s  i n to  the  mul t i -ye a r  p lan ,  we  the n 5 

wou ld  - -  t he  county  wou ld  have  no  prob lem i n  6 

advanc ing  those  funds ,  knowing  fu l l  we l l  th a t  7 

N IFA has  approved the  bond ing  fo r  tha t  p ro j ec t .   8 

And then  we cou ld  do  the  bond ing  i n  Oc tober ,  9 

November ,  December ,  a t  a  t ime  when  you  have  the  10 

bes t  ra tes  and you  can  look  a t  t he  marke t  a nd how 11 

the  marke t  goes .   We wou ld  then know N IFA a l ready  12 

approved  the  pro jec t .   We can  pay  those 13 

cont rac tors  w i th  the  cash advance know ing f u l l  14 

we l l  t ha t  NIFA approved the  use o f  bond ing  as  we  15 

go  fo rward .  16 

 We can  work  ou t  the  log i s t i cs .   I t  17 

p robab ly  sounds  a  l i t t le  more  comp l i ca ted  t han  i t  18 

rea l l y  i s .   Bu t  i t ' s  j us t  rea l l y  hav ing  NIF A,  the  19 

day  they  approve  the  use  o f  t he  cont rac t  o r  the  20 

cont rac t ,  they  a lso  w i l l  app rove  bond ing  fo r  t ha t  21 

p ro jec t .   They  know i t ' s  a  cap i ta l  expense tha t  22 

they  approved  the  use o f  us  i ssu ing  bonds f o r  23 

them.   R igh t  now they  don ' t  do  tha t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Obv ious l y ,  we  need 25 
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to  dea l  w i th  th i s  p rob lem r igh t  now,  i n  te r ms o f  2 

ge t t ing  the  con t rac tors  pa id .    3 

 My  concern  i s  t ha t  any  new p rocess  tha t ' s  4 

pu t  in to  p lace  doesn ' t  s low up  the  p rocess  and  5 

s low  up the  amount  o f  p ro jec ts  tha t  a re  go i ng  ou t  6 

and the  amoun t  o f  jobs  tha t  a re  be ing  c rea t ed .   I  7 

guess  - -  and  we  have  to  ge t  N IFA  on board  w i th  8 

whatever  you  wan t  to  do  as  soon as  poss ib le .   And 9 

i t  shou ld  be  a  s t reaml ine  process .   Aga in ,  we 10 

can ' t  s low  up  the  pace  o f  these pro jec ts  th a t  the  11 

commun i t y  needs .  12 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We 13 

ag ree.   We ' re  ac tua l l y  s t ream l in ing  the  en t i re  14 

cont rac t  p rocess .   We haven ' t  had a  chance to  15 

upda te  Mr .  Herbs t  and h i s  members  and those  tha t  16 

a ren ' t  h is  members  w i th  the  new cont rac t  p r ocess  17 

tha t  we ' re  pu t t i ng  i n  p lace ,  w i th  e lec t ron i c  18 

s ignatures .   We ' re  work ing  th rough  the  coun t y  19 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce .   The depar tment  tha t  i t ' s  20 

go ing  to  s ta r t  i n  i s  i n  DPW.    21 

 There ' s  cont rac t  t ha t  went  ou t  t o  b id  in  22 

2009 ,  then  i t  t akes  a  year  to  ge t  approva ls ,  23 

e i ther  th rough s ta te ,  th rough  the  feds ,  and  then  24 

to  us .   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t ' s  no t  f o r  t he  25 
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cont rac tor .   We  recogn ize  tha t  and  we ' re  go ing  to  2 

pu t  in to  p lace  new p ro toco ls .  3 

 We be l ieve  th is  s t reaml ined p rocess  w i l l  4 

ac tua l l y  a id  them because they ' re  go ing  to  ge t  5 

pa id  r igh t  away .   There ' s  no t  go ing  to  be  a  6 

concern  abou t  cash .   The re 's  no t  go ing  to  be  a  7 

concern  abou t  the  cos t  o f  the  pro jec t .   I  t h ink  8 

i t  w i l l  see  th rough tha t  i t  w i l l  ac tua l l y  w ork  9 

and answer  everybody 's  ques t i ons .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  11 

ask  one qu ick  ques t ion?  Wha t  pe rcen tage  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who 's  tha t?  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t ' s  De l ia .   14 

He l l o .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th rough the  Cha i r ,  16 

p lease .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  ask  a  18 

ques t ion?  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yeah .   Go  ahead.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.   21 

What  percentage  does  th i s  ac tua l l y  rep resen t ,  22 

j us t  as  a  f rame o f  re fe rence ,  o f  t he  work  t ha t  23 

you ' ve  no t  been  pa id  fo r  ye t?   I n  o the r  wor ds ,  i s  24 

th is  the  majo r i t y  o f  t he  work  tha t  you 've  d one  25 
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tha t  you 've  no t  been  pa id  fo r  o r  i s  i t  - -  2 

 MR.  HERBST:    Yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  you 'd  4 

say  - -  okay .  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  wou ld  6 

say  the  coun ty  spent  ove r  abou t  $125  m i l l io n  th i s  7 

pas t  yea r .   We 've  cash  advanced over  45 .   T here ' s  8 

4 .5  tha t  haven ' t  been pa id ,  ac tua l l y  maybe a  9 

l i t t le  b i t  h ighe r .   So  I  wou ld  say  i t ' s  a  ve ry  10 

smal l  pe rcen t .   That  be ing  sa id ,  i s  these 11 

cont rac tors ,  i t  cou ld  be  a  b ig  percent  o f  t he i r  12 

work .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That 's  14 

t rue .  15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    16 

Overa l l ,  we ' ve  cash advanced  45 mi l l ion  ou t  o f  17 

cash .   Th i s  i s  ano ther  4 .5  mi l l i on .   So i t ' s  t en  18 

pe rcen t ,  t en  pe rcent  - -  100 pe rcen t  o f  what  we  19 

cash  advanced .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Becke r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mr .  Walke r ,  I  j us t  23 

though t  - -  I  wan t  to  make su re  I  have i t  s t r a igh t  24 

i n  my mind .   I  j us t  though t  you sa id  we cou ldn ' t  25 
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pay  the  money  ou t  o f  cash advance because t he  2 

bond ing  hadn ' t  been approved .   Now you  jus t  sa id  3 

you wou ld  pay  i t  ou t  o f  cash  advance .   I 'm 4 

confused  now.  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No ,  I  6 

d idn ' t  say  tha t .   As  the  norma l  p rac t i ce  wa s  in  7 

Nassau  County ,  i t  was  go ing  on  p robab ly  s in ce  the  8 

advent .   I t  was  a lways  pa id  ou t  o f  cash adv ance.   9 

We pa id  $45 m i l l ion  ou t  o f  cash advance.   10 

However ,  when  we  were  contac ted  and had 11 

d i scuss ions  w i th  N IFA i t  was  sa id  to  us ,  l i s ten ,  12 

they  may  not  app rove  some o f  t hese  con t rac t s .   13 

Cou ld  we  s t i l l  t heore t ica l l y  pay  i t  ou t  o f  cash 14 

advance?   Yes ,  we poss ib ly  cou ld .   However ,  i t  15 

was no t  a  good p rac t ice  tha t  we wou ld  be  pa y ing  16 

th ings  ou t  o f  cash  advance  i f  N IFA  was  no t  go ing  17 

to  app rove  bond ing  fo r  t hose  spec i f i c  p ro je c ts .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Now you ' re  say ing  i f  19 

the  bond ing ' s  approved  you  can  pay  i t  ou t  o f  cash 20 

advance know ing  you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  pa id .   I s  21 

tha t  t he  case? 22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    23 

Exac t l y .   And  know ing tha t  NI FA approves  the  use  24 

o f  bond ing  fo r  t hose  p ro jec ts .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    So we ' re  pu t t ing  2 

fo r th  the  pro jec t  and the  bond ing  a t  t he  sa me 3 

t ime  fo r  app rova l  - -  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    But  t hen  you w i l l  6 

bond  when you  fee l  i t ' s  the  approp r ia te  t im e .  7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    8 

Cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I s  tha t  cor rec t?  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    11 

Cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Okay .   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  13 

Mr .  Wa lker ,  I  t h ink  th is  i s  a  g rea t  so lu t io n .   I  14 

j us t  hope wha t  you ' re  te l l ing  us  i s  ac tua l l y  15 

t rue .  16 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Be l i eve  17 

me .   I  don ’ t  wan t  to  ge t  t he  phone  ca l l s ,  a s  much 18 

as  you  do .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  know t ha t .   I  know 20 

tha t .   One  th ing  I  can  te l l  you ,  Mr .  Herbs t  i s  21 

p robab ly ,  in  h i s  vo i ce  and  in  h i s  hear t ,  22 

resona t ing  the  f rus t ra t i ons  and the  anger  o f  h is  23 

en t i re  membersh ip ,  wh ich  i s  how many  peop le ?  24 

 MR.  HERBST:   155 .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    155 .   And  we ' re  2 

go ing  th rough  some rea l l y ,  rea l l y  th rough 3 

economic  t imes.   And  th i s  shou ldn ' t  be  a  sp eed  4 

bump in  any th ing ,  espec ia l l y  dur ing  these t imes,  5 

fo r  gove rnmen t  to  be  de lay ing  paymen ts .  6 

 I  wou ld  rea l l y  app rec ia te  a  repo r t  back  7 

f rom you  in  a  month  tha t ,  in  fac t ,  t h i s  mone y was 8 

pa id  i n  the  l as t  f ou r  weeks ,  i f  you  wou ld ,  Mr .  9 

Wa lker .  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We 'd  be  11 

g lad  to  do  tha t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  t h ink  i f  you  cou ld  13 

come back  or  you  shoot  me an  e -mai l  and say ,  14 

F ran ,  o r  t he  leg is la tu re ,  tha t  t h i s  money wa s 15 

pa id ,  the  $4 .5  m i l l i on .  16 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  men t ion  one  o ther  th ing  i f  17 

I  can ,  very  qu i ck l y .  18 

 The peop le  - -  Nove l l i  i s  t he  name o f  t he  19 

company,  I  be l i eve ,  tha t  i s  p resen t  he re .  I  jus t  20 

want  you  to  know tha t  I  ca l l ed  you .   I  d idn ' t  ge t  21 

a  ca l l  back .  22 

 FEMALE VOICE:    I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  message .  23 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Pardon me?  24 

 FEMALE VOICE:    I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  message .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  l e f t  i t  on  your  2 

vo icemai l .  I  hea rd  you r  vo ice .   Bu t  tha t ' s  okay .  3 

 FEMALE VOICE:   I  apo log ize .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    But  I  wou ld  te l l  you  5 

the  t ru th .   When  I  go t  you r  l e t te r  and  the  amoun t  6 

o f  con t rac ts  tha t  weren ' t  pa id ,  to  me,  was rea l l y  7 

d i shear ten ing .   I  jus t  wan t  you to  unders ta nd 8 

tha t  t h i s  may  seem l i ke  a  b ig  bu reaucracy ,  bu t  we 9 

feed  our  fam i l i es  too .   Many  o f  us  a re  i n  10 

bus iness  and  have ou r  own emp loyees.   We do  fee l  11 

fo r  you in  tha t  rega rd .    12 

 I  want  to  thank  Mr .  Herbs t  f o r  b r i ng ing  13 

th is  to  ou r  a t ten t ion .   And fo r  h im to  repo r t  14 

back  to  us  w i th  any  o the r  f rus t ra t ions ,  as  you  15 

d id  today .   But  th is  i s  - -  p lease accept  ou r  16 

apo log ies  on  th i s .   I  know th i s  cou ld  pu t  y ou ou t  17 

o f  bus iness .   I t ' s  a  te r r i b le  th ing  to  th in k  18 

anothe r  bus iness  who  wan ts  to  s tay  on  Long I s land 19 

and do  work  cou ld  poss ib ly  go  ou t  o f  bus ine ss .   20 

How ho r r ib le  wou ld  tha t  be?  Jus t  abso lu te l y  21 

ho r r ib le .  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  24 

Becker .  25 
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 Anybody e l se  ove r  he re?  Leg is la to r  2 

Wa lker .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I t ' s  rea l l y  a l l  been 4 

sa id ,  Leg is la to r  Schmi t t .   Jus t  as  a  qu ick  wrap 5 

up  tha t  I  know I  comprehend th is .  6 

 I n  the  fu tu re ,  hopefu l l y  i f  t h is  a l l  7 

works  ou t  we l l ,  i f  a  j ob  i s  comp le ted ,  say ,  in  8 

Apr i l ,  t he  cont rac to r  wou ld  be  pa id  in  Apr i l .   9 

Then  knowing  tha t  we  had  the  vo tes  fo r  t he  10 

bond ing ,  we wou ld  then  jus t  ho ld  o f f  on  the  11 

bond ing  and we def in i t e l y  wou ld  be  ab le  to  12 

re imburse  ou r  budget  w i th  tha t  money .  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    14 

Cor rec t .   We  wou ld  pay  i t  ongo ing  as  i nvo ic es  are  15 

pu t  in .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Okay .  17 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Jus t  t o  18 

ge t  everyone  know,  too .   Wha t  we 've  asked t he  19 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  to  do ,  because 9 9  20 

pe rcen t  o f  t hem are  pub l ic  works  p ro jec ts ,  i s  to  21 

make  sure  a l l  t he  vouchers  to  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  22 

o f f i ce ,  i f  t hey  have  any  ques t ions  to  ge t  ba ck  to  23 

the  cont rac to rs ,  make su re  the  ques t ions  ar e  24 

answered ,  so  the  m inute  we  do  have  tha t  app rova l  25 
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we  cou ld  s ta r t  payments  runn ing .   We don ' t  wan t  2 

to  wa i t  and de lay  the  process  any  more  than  i t  3 

was.  4 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    And  I  ce r ta in ly  hope 5 

tha t  i n  us  do ing  th i s  i t  wou ld  cer ta in ly  ma rk  a l l  6 

o f  you r  bus inesses  tha t  a re  under  you and o the rs  7 

tha t  do  work  in  the  coun ty  wou ld  then see t ha t  8 

we 've  go t ten  on  a  much  bet te r  t rack  he re  an d  wan t  9 

to  b id  on  pro jec ts .   Because  I 'm  not  happy 10 

somet imes when  we see tha t  th e re  a re  two  or  th ree  11 

b idders  in  f ron t  o f  us  and ,  aga in ,  none o f  t hem 12 

a re  f rom Nassau  Coun ty ,  o r  even Long  I s land .   And 13 

we  a lways  ques t ion  tha t .   Somet imes i t ' s  be cause  14 

there  jus t  i sn ' t  someone  who  cou ld  do  tha t  15 

spec i f i c  work .   Bu t  we  a lways  fee l ,  fo r  the  most  16 

pa r t ,  there ' s  go t  to  be  someone around  here  who 17 

can do  tha t  work .   So hope fu l l y  th is  i s  go i ng  to  18 

b r ing  us  a l l  back  toge ther  and  ge t  work  go i ng  in  19 

the  coun ty ,  ge t  your  emp loyees  ou t  t o  work  and  20 

rece iv ing  paychecks ,  and  we ' l l  a l l  be  be t te r  o f f  21 

fo r  i t .  22 

 Thank you.   23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Wa lke r ,  you  sa id  24 

N IFA 's  go ing  to  meet  th i s  Wednesday.  25 
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 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Now,  NFIA  approves  3 

the  bond  th i s  Wednesday.   Then  wha t  happens ?  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We w i l l  5 

then  go  th rough  the  process  and s ta r t  pay in g  6 

peop le  w i th  the  cash  advance .   OMB i s  pu t t i ng  7 

toge ther  the i r  bond o f fe r i ng .   We wou ld  the n  go  8 

to  the  pub l i c  w i th  the  bond o f fe r i ng ,  and t ha t  9 

wou ld  re imburse  a l l  the  cash  advances tha t  were  10 

made .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  assuming NIFA 12 

approves  the  bond on  Wednesday ,  when  can  th ese  13 

peop le  see  checks?  14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  don ' t  15 

want  to  speak  on  beha l f  o f  t he  compt ro l l e r ' s  16 

o f f i ce .   But  I  wou ld  be l ieve  we were  go ing  to  t r y  17 

to  have them - -  I  be l i eve  the y  run  checks  e i ther  18 

every  Wednesday  and Fr iday .   But  we cou ld  s ta r t  19 

see ing  peop le  ge t  pa id  hopefu l l y  t h i s  week bu t  20 

de f i n i te ly  nex t  week  and  in  the  fo reseeab le  weeks  21 

go ing  fo rward .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Can ar rangements  be  23 

made  fo r  t hem to  come p i ck  up  the  checks  ra the r  24 

than  wa i t  on  the  mai l?  25 
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 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We have 2 

done  tha t  be fore .   I 'm  sure  the  compt ro l le r  and 3 

the  t reasu re r  de f i n i te ly  wou ld  do  tha t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t ha t  someth ing  5 

you 'd  be  i n te res ted  in ,  Mr .  Herbs t?  6 

 MR.  HERBST:    The sooner  the  be t te r .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We ' l l  be  in  8 

touch w i th  you on  Wednesday.   Are  you a t ten d ing  9 

tha t  N IFA mee t ing?  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No ,  bu t  11 

somebody  f rom s ta f f  i s .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .    13 

 Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  - -  th is  i s  15 

f i rs t  fo r  Mr .  Herbs t  and  then  Mr .  Wa lker .  16 

 Marc ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  thank  you  fo r  coming  17 

down .   And  th is ,  o f  course ,  i s ,  by  fa r ,  no t  the  18 

f i rs t  t ime  you ' ve  been  down.   Usua l l y  you ' r e  19 

down ,  as  you  sa id ,  i f  we  go  back  two  yea rs  a go ,  20 

to  make su re  the  cap i ta l  p lan  is  passed in  a  21 

t ime ly  manner .  22 

 Go ing  back ,  you  know,  there ' s  someth ing  23 

he re  I  j us t  wan t  to  c la r i f y .   Go ing  back  to  24 

December  2009 ,  you  were  he re  when the  Leg is la tu re  25 
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passed  the  cap i ta l  p lan  tha t  had  been recomm ended 2 

i n  October  fo r  2010,  i n  Oc tober  2009 .   We p assed  3 

i t  December  2009 .   The  new ma jor i t y  came in  and 4 

vo ted  on  the  bond ing  fo r  t he  2010 cap i ta l  p lan  i n  5 

May o f  t ha t  yea r .   N IFA d idn ' t  come in  un t i l  6 

January  o f  t he  fo l low ing  yea r .   Bu t  th is  i s  7 

impor tan t  because none  o f  the  bond ing  and no ne  o f  8 

the  2010  cap i ta l  p lan  s ta r ted  to  occur  un t i l  t he  9 

beg inn ing  o f  2011.   And you comp la ined ,  r ig h t  10 

he re ,  tha t  payment  was  de layed  and  the  resp onse 11 

was NIFA.   N IFA  go t  a  reques t  to  app rove  bo nd ing  12 

fo r  over  $100  m i l l ion  fo r  the  2010  p lan .   I n  13 

March  o f  11 ,  NIFA sa id  we can ' t  vo te  on  i t ,  we  14 

have  no  backup.   Then in  May  o f  2011  N IFA 15 

approved  cap i ta l  bor rowing  o f  over  $100 mi l l ion ,  16 

i n  May  o f  2011 fo r  t he  2010 p lan .   So,  i t  w as  17 

l as t  yea r  a t  the  t ime tha t  we  were  f i r s t  18 

rea l i z ing  tha t  i f  we  d idn ' t  encumber  i t  be fo re  19 

N IFA 's  ove rs igh t  t ha t  we  now had  to  push  NI FA.   20 

And i t  was  you,  as  I  reca l l ,  who  s ta r ted  pu sh ing  21 

tha t  N IFA needed  a l l  o f  the  backup .   Am I  w rong?   22 

 MR.  HERBST:    I  don ' t  be l i eve  so .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  in  May o f  l as t  24 

year ,  ten  mon ths  - -  May o f  l as t  year ,  the  2 010  25 
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cap i ta l  bo r rowing  had to  go  to  N IFA or  f ina l l y  2 

go t  approved  because  we hadn ' t  moved  on i t  i n  10 ,  3 

and by  January  11  NIFA was  in .    4 

 I n  Augus t  2011 we approved  the  cap i ta l  5 

bo r row ing ,  t he  cap i ta l  p lan  fo r  2011 .   Noth i ng  6 

f rom tha t  p lan  have I  seen  gone to  N IFA ye t ,  have 7 

you?  8 

 MR.  HERBST:    I  have  no t  seen  the  9 

documents ,  no .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You m igh t  no t  11 

know.   But  i f  you  look  a t  the  cap i ta l  bo r ro w ing  12 

tha t  N IFA approved  las t  year ,  May was 100,0 00 and 13 

then  la te r  l as t  year  i t  was  abou t  - -  no t  10 0 ,000 ,  14 

100 mi l l ion  - -  and  then la te r  was abou t  60  o r  70  15 

m i l l ion  fo r  t he  sewer  and s to rm wa te r  p ro je c ts  16 

f rom 2010.   So now we ' re  back  to  N IFA.   You  17 

haven ' t  been  pa id .  Our  cash ba lance hasn ' t  been 18 

rep len ished,  and  we ' re  s t i l l  f igur ing  ou t  ho w to  19 

dea l  w i th  NIFA,  i s  wha t  I 'm hear ing .  20 

 MR.  HERBST:    I 'm concerned w i th  mak ing  21 

su re  tha t  p rompt  payments  occu r .   I  cou ld  h ave  22 

been  here  a  yea r  ago ,  two yea rs  ago;  s t i l l  a  23 

s imi la r  i ssue .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wro te  on  25 
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December  6 ,  2011 ,  based on  a  conversa t ion  i n  par t  2 

w i th  you ,  as  to  where  the  cap i ta l  budget  wa s  fo r  3 

2012 ,  wh ich  we shou ld  have  go t ten .   A l l  4 

l eg i s la to rs  shou ld  have go t ten  i n  Oc tober  2 011 ,  5 

and I  cc 'd  the  Pub l i c  Works  Commi t tee  on  th i s .   6 

To  da te ,  we don ’ t  have  the  cap i ta l  budge t  f o r  7 

2012 .  8 

 We a lso  - -  and  I ' ve  been  request ing  th is ,  9 

to  go  back  to ,  l i ke ,  t he  2007 ,  2009 year .   We 10 

wou ld  ge t  p ro jec t  s ta tus  upda tes  and  we wou ld  11 

ca l l  qua r te r l y  hea r ings  on  the  s ta tus  o f  th e  12 

budget ,  the  cap i ta l  budget ,  t he  cap i ta l  p lan .   To  13 

da te ,  i f  you  wou ld  l ook ,  we don ’ t  have  thos e  14 

s ta tus  repor t s .   We,  as  a  body ,  can conduct  15 

hear ings  to  see  where  we  a re  on  the  s ta tus  and  16 

where  we  a re  on  paymen t  o f  each o f  t hose  17 

p ro jec ts .   Wou ldn ' t  tha t  he lp  you a t  l eas t  c ome 18 

be fo re  us  and  say  wh ich  pro jec ts  have been pa id ,  19 

wh ich  pro jec ts  haven ' t  been pa id ,  wh ich  pro jec ts  20 

haven ' t  been  b id ,  wh ich  pro jec ts  haven ' t  be en 21 

b id?  22 

 MR.  HERBST:    Any  in fo rmat ion  tha t  you  23 

cou ld  p rov ide ,  wha teve r  the  p rocess ,  cer ta i n ly  24 

wou ld  he lp .   I t  wou ld  be  educ a t iona l  f o r  a l l .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  reca l l  cha i r ing  2 

some pub l i c  works  commi t tees  where ,  jus t  in  a  3 

regu la r  commi t tee ,  on  a  quar te r l y  bas i s  I  a sked 4 

you to  come.   I f  t he re  was  a  p ro jec t  t ha t  w as 5 

de layed,  you  were  no t  shy .   You wou ld  come and  6 

say  wh ich  pro jec ts  were  de layed,  and  tha t  h e lped .   7 

 MR.  HERBST:    Yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  I 'm te l l ing  9 

you now,  we don ' t  have  the  cap i ta l  budge t  f o r  10 

2012 .   So a l l  you ' re  push ing  to  ge t  the  10  p lan  11 

passed ,  the  11  p lan  passed  and  bonded,  i f  we  12 

don ' t  go  r igh t  t o  NIFA w i th  the  bond  - -  o r  i f  in  13 

2010  we encumbered  the  bond r i gh t  away ,  we 14 

wou ldn ' t  even  had to  go  to  N IFA in  2011.   N ow,  i n  15 

11 ,  when  we passed  the  budge t  in  Augus t ,  16 

apparent ly  everyone sa id  tha t  was la te ,  and  i t  17 

was.   Bu t  we  haven ' t  even gone  to  NIFA fo r  any  o f  18 

the  cap i ta l  bor row ing  in  the  2011 p lan  and now 19 

we ' re  in  12 .   I 'm th ink ing  we  don ' t  have  a  2012 20 

p lan  because  we ' l l  spend  a l l  o f  2012  imp lem ent ing  21 

10  and  imp lemen t ing  11 .   Do you have  any  re ason 22 

to  th ink  tha t  we 've  imp lemen ted a l l  o f  10  a nd 11?  23 

 MR.  HERBST:    No ,  I  do  no t  be l ieve  i t ' s  24 

been  imp lemen ted .   The re  a re  s t i l l  ou ts tand ing  25 
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p ro jec ts .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  i f  I  l ook  3 

a t  a  cap i ta l  budge t ing  o f  160  mi l l ion  - -  f i r s t  o f  4 

a l l ,  on l y  20  mi l l i on 's  even been  pa id  fo r  1 1 .   5 

There  haven ' t  been  con t rac ts  fo r  ove r  100 m i l l ion  6 

o f  i t .  7 

 I  wou ld  repea t  my reques t ;  t ha t  someth ing  8 

tha t  t he  l eg i s la tu re  can  do ,  t h rough  pub l ic  works  9 

on  a  quar te r l y  bas is ,  i s  see  where  you  a re  on  10 

p ro jec ts ,  see  wh ich  pro jec ts  have gone  out ,  wh ich  11 

p ro jec ts  haven ' t  gone ou t ,  an d  push the  12 

admin i s t ra t i on  to  ge t  an  exp lana t ion  i f  a  p ro jec t  13 

hasn ' t  gone ou t ,  o r  i f  i t ' s  gone  out  and  ha sn ' t  14 

been  pa id ,  o r  i f  t he  bond ing  hasn ' t  been  15 

encumbered  ye t .  16 

 W i th  tha t ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  Mr .  Walke r  a  17 

ques t ion .  18 

 I  went  back  th rough i t ,  and I  was  a t  a  19 

March  - -  sor ry ,  a  March  2011  and  May  2011 m eet ing  20 

tha t  N IFA he ld .   I n  March  2011  N IFA exp la in ed 21 

tha t  any  bond ing  fo r  t he  cap i ta l  p lan  wou ld  have  22 

to  go  th rough  N IFA,  and they  had  a  request .   They  23 

made  a  b ig  dea l  in  Apr i l  o f  t ha t  yea r  tha t  t hey  24 

go t  a  reques t  f o r  approve $100  m i l l i on  wor t h  o f  25 
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bond ing  w i thout  any  backup .    2 

 John  C iampol i ,  our  county  a t to rney ,  sa id ,  3 

we l l ,  what  k ind  o f  backup do  you  wan t?   And  tha t  4 

was so r t  o f  a  g i ve  and  take .   In  May  o f  tha t  yea r  5 

we  had  g iven  wha teve r  backup  was  necessa ry .   6 

Because you cou ld  look  back  th rough the  rec o rds .   7 

In  May  2011,  NIFA approved  $100 mi l l ion  wor th  o f  8 

cap i ta l  bo r rowing .   So  i t  seemed  l i ke  we  qu ick ly  9 

co r rec ted  wha tever  we needed  to  do  fo r  bond ing  10 

tha t  was  happen ing  a f te r  N IFA  had increased  i t s  11 

l eve l  o f  ove rs igh t .   Bu t  now we ' re  do ing  i t  aga in  12 

and I  don ' t  unders tand  why .  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We l l ,  14 

because we  used  to  pay  s t i l l  cash advances then.   15 

That  $100 mi l l i on  fo r  p ro jec ts  tha t  s ta r ted  - -  16 

some p ro jec ts  go  back  to  2003  and 2004  tha t  the  17 

coun ty  never  bonded because e i ther  the  p ro j ec t  18 

d idn ' t  s ta r t ,  some o f  them a re  b ig  p ro jec ts .   19 

Aga in ,  t he  coun ty  d id  no t  bo r row the  yea r  o f  20 

wh ich  the  cap i ta l  p lan  was  approved.   That ' s  t he  21 

most  s imp les t  answer .  22 

 You,  th i s  leg is la tu re ,  app roves  $150  23 

m i l l ion  cap i ta l  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t ' s  say  August  25 
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o f  2011 we  approved 160.  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Say  3 

whenever  i t  i s .   I t ' s  $160  m i l l i on ,  r i gh t?   You 4 

don ' t  approve  a t  t ha t  same t ime the  bo r rowi ng  fo r  5 

$160  m i l l i on .   You  may  approve  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  we  7 

au thor ize  i t  a t  tha t  t ime.  8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No t  a l l  9 

the  same p ro jec ts .   I f  you  ac tua l l y  went  th rough  10 

- -  and  I  d idn ' t  know th i s  e i t her ,  to  be  very  11 

honest .   I  d idn ' t  know - -  I  l i te ra l l y  though t  12 

when  th i s  county  pu t  t ogethe r  the  cap i ta l  p lan  13 

you were  approv ing  bor rowing  fo r  t ha t  en t i r e  14 

cap i ta l  p lan ;  you ' re  no t .   Even i f  t he  do l l a r  15 

amount  i s  the  same,  and i t  cou ld  be  - -  we c ou ld  16 

approve - -  t he  same day  th is  l eg is la tu re  app roves  17 

a  cap i ta l  p lan ,  you can appro ve $160  m i l l ion  i n  18 

cap i ta l  bo r rowing ,  do l la r  fo r  do l l a r  t he  sa me.   19 

However ,  when  you look  a t  the  backup  fo r  th e  20 

bond ing  tha t  you ' re  approv ing ,  i t ' s  p ro jec t s  tha t  21 

a re  s ta r ted  i n  2004,  2005,  2006,  2007,  2008 ,  09 ,  22 

10 ,  some a re  say ing  2011 .   So  we  never  do  i t  yea r  23 

by  yea r ,  p ro jec t  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah ,  bu t  you 25 
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don ' t  have  to  - -   2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    by  3 

p ro jec t .   4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry .  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I t ' s  6 

a l r i gh t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You don ' t  have  to  8 

come back  to  us .   In  Augus t  o f  t h i s  year  wh en we  9 

au thor ized  the  bond ing ,  May o f  t he  yea r  be f o re  we 10 

au thor ized  the  bond ing  on  a  p lan  tha t  we  ha d  11 

p rev ious ly  au tho r i zed.   We ge t  more  than  13  12 

vo tes .   We do  i t  i n  a  b ipa r t i san  way .   You don ' t  13 

have  to  necessa r i l y  come back  to  us .   That  w as  14 

a lways  - -  tha t  was  a lso  Leg is la to r  Mangano 's  15 

conten t ion ,  t ha t  we shou ld  b reak  i t  up  and we 16 

shou ld  on ly  do  i t  p iecemea l ,  wh ich  ac tua l l y  wou ld  17 

have  made th i s  who le  p rocess  go  even  longer .  18 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No ,  bu t  19 

we  ac tua l l y  do .   We do  have to  come back  to  you 20 

because you a re  approv ing  spec i f i c  p ro jec ts  in  21 

tha t  bond ord inance.   You ' re  no t  app rov ing  a  22 

cumbersome,  j us t  $160 mi l l ion  in  bor rowing .   You  23 

ac tua l l y  a re  approv ing  bond ing ,  p ro jec t  spe c i f i c .   24 

So  we do  have to  come back  to  you.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i f  we knew 2 

l as t  yea r  - -  and  i t  was  100 m i l l ion  a t  a  t im e - -  3 

and I  remember  see ing  you a t  one  o f  those 4 

meet ings  where  they  were  comp la in ing  -  t hey ,  5 

mean ing  NIFA -  t ha t  they  d idn ' t  have  the  ba ckup.   6 

Then  May  o f  las t  yea r  we  got  subs tan t i a l  7 

approva l ,  $100 m i l l i on ,  a l l  f r om money  tha t  was 8 

e i ther  09  or  10 ,  ma jor i t y  I  t hough t  10 .   So  we ' re  9 

do ing  the  same th ing  th i s  yea r  where  we hav en ' t  10 

asked NIFA fo r  app rova l  o f  mos t  o f  t he  bor r owing  11 

fo r  the  11  p lan  ye t ,  bu t  ye t  peop le  are  do in g  the  12 

work .   Why  can ' t  we jus t  ge t  i t  to  N IFA soo ner?  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    That 's  14 

what  we are  go ing  to  do .   Tha t 's  why  I  sa id  we ' re  15 

chang ing  the  process .   Because  even in  2010 ,  we 16 

were  s t i l l  pay ing  w i th  cash advance.  17 

 I f  you  ac tua l l y  look  a t  the  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  l as t  yea r  was 19 

11 .   Las t  yea r  was  11 .  20 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I f  you  21 

l ook  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And we  wen t  to  23 

N IFA in  May - -  24 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  wou ld  25 
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- -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here  i t  i s  3 

Februa ry  - -  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  wou ld  5 

te l l  you  to  do  th i s .   I  wou ld  go  back  and l ook  a t  6 

the  bond ing  tha t  N IFA approved  in  2011 ,  in  May  o r  7 

June ,  whenever  they  approved  i t .   I  don ' t  e ven  8 

know wha t  the  da te  i s .   The months  b lend  tog ethe r  9 

when  you ' re  here .   They  weren ' t  approv ing  t he  10 

2010  o r  2011  money .   A  l o t  o f  tha t  money  wa s  2008 11 

p ro jec ts ,  2009 p ro jec ts .   Ve ry  l i t t l e  in  20 11.   12 

Very  l i t t l e  even  in  2010 .   I 'm  jus t  go ing  t o  say  13 

th is .  14 

 You look  a t  t he  sewer  and s to rm wa te r .   15 

We have spen t  more  money  in  bo th  Cedar  Cree k  and  16 

Bay Park  than  has  been  done in  the  pas t  ten  17 

years .   Maybe  tha t ' s  because  des ign  takes  a  long  18 

pe r iod  o f  t ime.   But  t hese  p ro jec ts  a re  20 ,  30 ,  19 

15 ,  18  - -  these  aren ' t  $1  mi l l ion  cont rac ts .   20 

They  a re  a  very  h igh ,  ve ry  h i gh  amount  o f  21 

cont rac t ,  tha t  we ' re  do ing  a l l  t ha t  work  no w.   So 22 

we ' re  approv ing  the  bond ing .  23 

 Pa r t  o f  the  bond ing  tha t  N IFA 's  go ing  to  24 

approve is ,  I  be l i eve ,  35  or  $45  m i l l i on  in  sewer  25 
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and s to rm wa ter  money.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .  3 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Those 4 

p ro jec ts  have  a l l  - -  t hose  p ro jec ts  have  s t a r ted ,  5 

o r  a t  leas t  a re  go ing  to  s ta r t .   They  are  b ig  6 

t i cke ts  i t ems .   Many  o f  those  pro jec ts  were  in  7 

the  2009 ,  2010,  some were  in  2011.   Bu t  mos t  o f  8 

those pro jec ts ,  because i t  t akes  so  long  to  9 

des ign ,  the  money was s i t t ing  there ,  never  10 

bonded .   So you  p lay  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  unders tand  tha t  12 

there  was - -  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    a  lo t  14 

o f  ca tch  up .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  16 

the  sewer  and  s to rm wa te r ,  th e re  were  p lans  fo r  17 

these expend i tu res .   But  my ques t ion  - -  i t  j us t  18 

doesn ' t  seem tha t  in  the  yea r  tha t  we 've  go ne any  19 

qu icke r .   And  Mr .  Herbs t  has  done h i s  job ,  say ing  20 

i f  you  don ' t  ge t  t h i s  to  N IFA to  ge t  t he  21 

approva l ,  we ' re  au thor iz ing  cont rac tors  to  do  22 

work  tha t  they  don ' t  ge t  t he  money  back ,  wh ich  23 

ra ises  two  ques t ions .   Wha t  i f  N IFA doesn ’ t  24 

approve?   Wha t  i f  N IFA  doesn ' t  app rove?  Wh a t  do  25 
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we  do then?  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    F i rs t ,  3 

I  be l i eve  they  w i l l .   Second ly ,  then  the  co unty  4 

has  to  - -  le t  me  say  th i s .   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  5 

cont rac ts  were  approved by  the  l eg is la tu re  and  6 

N IFA.   On those  cont rac ts  tha t  were  approve d  by  7 

N IFA i s  the  accoun t  number .   The  account  nu mber  8 

a re  a l l  cap i ta l  accoun t  numbers .   So  N IFA 's  9 

approv ing  the  use.   N IFA 's  app rov ing  the  use  o f  a  10 

cap i ta l  fund .   I  be l ieve  they  are  go ing  to  11 

approve i t .  12 

 I  a l so  th ink  NIFA 's  be ing  fa i r  and  do ing  13 

the i r  due d i l igence.   We shou ld  no t  jus t  ta ke  14 

N IFA fo r  g ran ted  and  say ,  yes ,  t hey  approve d  the  15 

cont rac t ,  they  approved the  cap i ta l  account  16 

number ,  tha t  they ' re  go ing  to  approve bond i ng .   17 

Fo r  whatever  reason,  maybe  i t  doesn ' t  f i t  i n to  18 

the  mu l t i - year  p lan ,  a l t hough  I  know i t  does .   We 19 

ac tua l l y  - -  we  ac tua l l y  came in  under  budge t  20 

because debt  se rv i ce ,  we  a re  go ing  to  the  m arke t  21 

w i th  be t te r  ra tes  so  we ' re  ac tua l l y  sav ing  m oney ,  22 

sav ing  money  on  debt  serv i ce .   And  go ing  to  the  23 

marke t  a t  the  r i gh t  t ime  i s  ve ry  impor tan t .   24 

We ' re  ge t t ing  work  fo r  a  l o t  cheaper  becaus e  25 
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peop le  a ren ' t  work ing .   So  a l l  t hose  fac tor s  p lay  2 

a  b ig  ro le .   So  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l  - -  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Go  5 

ahead.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry .  7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No ,  go  8 

ahead.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  you ' re  10 

assuming  tha t  based on  the  h i s to ry  and  the  need 11 

fo r  these pro jec ts  and  the  approva l  tha t  NI FA 12 

w i l l  g ive  us  the  approva l?  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  do .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  tha t  jus t  15 

be l i es  wha t  I  was  say ing ,  tha t  - -  I  mean ,  I  hope  16 

you ' re  r igh t .   I  be l ieve  you ' re  r i gh t .   Bu t  I  do  17 

be l i eve  we  need  to  ge t  t he  ba ckup and the  18 

ma te r ia l  t o  N IFA  qu icker  so  what  happened l as t  19 

year ,  in  my op in ion ,  shou ld  no t  o f  repea ted  th is  20 

year .    21 

 Bu t  w i th  respec t  t o  a  cap i ta l  budget  fo r  22 

2012  - -  23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We were  supposed  25 
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to  ge t  - -  we ,  the  leg i s la tu re ,  was  supposed  to  2 

ge t  f rom the  county  execut ive ' s  o f f i ce ,  a  3 

p roposed  cap i ta l  budge t  and four  yea r  p lan  i n  4 

Oc tober  fo r  us  to  vo te  on  i t  by  December .   We 5 

haven ' t  go t ten  one  ye t .   I  d id  wr i te  a  l e t t e r  6 

reques t ing  i t .   Am I  t o  unders tand  tha t  we ' re  no t  7 

go ing  to  ge t  one  fo r  12  because we ' re  go ing  to  8 

ca tch  up  on  10  and  11  pro jec ts  i n  12?  9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No t  a t  10 

a l l .   In  fac t ,  I 'm  ge t t i ng  you  the  i n fo rmat ion  11 

now,  to  the  amount  o f  do l l a rs  tha t  were  pu t  ou t  12 

by  th i s  admin is t ra t i on .   And  rea l l y  pub l ic  works ,  13 

they  deserve  a  t remendous amount  o f  c red i t  f o r  14 

the  amount  o f  work  tha t  went  ou t .    15 

 I  have  sa t  w i th  bo th  con t rac to rs  and  16 

consu l tan ts .   They  say  i f  i t  wasn ' t  fo r  Nas sau  17 

Coun ty  they  wou ldn ' t  be  employed  a t  a l l ;  th e  18 

amount  o f  work  tha t  i s  go ing  ou t .   So  I  tak e  tha t  19 

and,  aga in ,  I  app laud them because  they ' re  the  20 

ones  tha t  a re  do ing  the  work .   We,  i n  fac t ,  ge t  21 

the  easy  j ob .   We ge t  to  s tand  up  he re  and say  22 

approve th is  con t rac t .   You ge t  to  app rove th i s  23 

cont rac t .  24 

 We 've  had more  work  go  ou t  and  more  - -  25 
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I ' l l  j us t  take  road - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  a re  we go ing  3 

to  ge t  - -  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKE R:    road  5 

res tora t ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  a re  we go ing  7 

to  ge t  t he  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  f o r  2012?  8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  w i l l  9 

answer  tha t  i n  a  second.   I 'm  answer ing  you r  10 

f i rs t  ques t i on  about  p lay ing  ca tch  up .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  ge t  back  to  the  12 

i t em in  f ron t  o f  us ,  p lease.  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    The 14 

2012  cap i ta l  p lan  w i l l  be  fo rwarded.   We ar e  15 

work ing ,  aga in ,  th rough th is  p rocess .   Why have a  16 

cap i ta l  p lan  tha t  w i l l  be  approved  by  th is  17 

l eg i s la tu re  tha t  poss ib l y  cou ld  be  re jec ted  by  18 

N IFA?  I t  doesn ' t  make  any  sense .   So we  ar e  19 

meet ing  w i th  them.   As  I  sa id ,  many t imes,  we ' re  20 

meet ing  w i th  NIFA.   We a re  go ing  to  work  on  what  21 

tha t  cap i ta l  account  - -  tha t  t hose  cap i ta l  22 

do l l a rs  a re  go ing  to  be  so  we  know we are  go ing  23 

to  ge t  app rova l  fo r  tha t  p lan .   We know we a re  24 

go ing  to  ge t  app rova l  fo r  tha t  l eve l  o f  bon d ing .   25 
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And then  we w i l l  have a  p lan ,  work ing  w i th  the  2 

l eg i s la tu re .    3 

 Aga in ,  I  t h ink  tha t  one th ing  s ince  2010 ,  4 

the  cap i ta l  p lan  has  been vo ted  upon  unan im ous ly .   5 

The EBA money  has  been  vo ted  on  unan imous ly .   We 6 

want  to  have  a  do l la r  amount .   We want  to  h i t  7 

tha t  t a rge t .   We  wan t  to  make  su re  tha t  a l l  the  8 

c r i t i ca l  i n f ras t ruc ture  improvemen ts  a re  go ing  to  9 

go  fo rward ,  a re  go ing  to  be  approved ,  and t hen  we 10 

w i l l  have a  cap i ta l  p lan  go  fo rward .  11 

 To  pu t  someth ing  on  paper ,  t o  waste  ink  12 

and to  was te  paper  on  a  p lan  tha t  po ten t ia l l y  13 

does  no t  have  approva l  w i th  - -  l e t ' s  be  hone st ;  14 

the  f i na l  a rb i te r  i s  N IFA.   I t  doesn ' t  do  u s  any  15 

good  to  have  a  p lan  in  p lace  tha t  we  w i l l  n o t  be  16 

ab le  to  meet .   So  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Under  the  Char te r  18 

- -  19 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    i t  w i l l  20 

be  fo rwarded  when we  get  t ha t  do l l a r  amount .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Under  the  Char te r  22 

and every  yea r  tha t  I ' ve  been  he re  a  p ropose d 23 

cap i ta l  p lan  and  budge t ,  wh ich  then has  to  be  24 

approved  by  th i s  body ,  as  we l l  as  now by  NI FA,  i s  25 
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supposed  to  be  p roposed by  Oc tober  15  o f  ea ch 2 

year .   Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  yea r  tha t  I ' ve  bee n  up 3 

he re ,  Mr .  Wa lke r ,  where  a  cap i ta l  budget  ha s  no t  4 

been  approved.   And I  was  jus t  ask ing  fo r  a  da te .   5 

I  mean ,  i t ' s  supposed to  be  p roposed  by  the  6 

coun ty  execu t ive .   Whe ther  i t  ge ts  app roved  by  7 

th is  body  or  by  NIFA,  you don ' t  have  tha t  8 

approva l  be fo re  you propose someth ing .  9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    You 10 

w i l l  have one p roposed .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    A l r i gh t .   12 

F ina l l y ,  someth ing  tha t  you had a lways  sa id  yes  13 

the  las t  two  yea rs  to ,  and  I  t h ink  i t  wou ld  be  14 

good  fo r  Mr .  Herbs t ,  f o r  t he  County ,  f o r  an yone 15 

who 's  a f fec ted  by  pro jec ts ,  f o r  the  leg i s la tu re  16 

as  we l l  as  fo r  t he  admin is t ra t ion ,  I  rea l l y  th ink  17 

on  a  quar te r l y  bas is ,  th rough  pub l ic  works ,  we  18 

shou ld  rev iew  the  s ta tus  o f  each  p ro jec t ,  t o  know 19 

what  we need  to  exped i te ,  wha t  we don ' t  nee d  to  20 

exped i te ,  wha t ' s  be ing  changed ,  what 's  no t  be ing  21 

changed.  22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKE R:    I ' l l  23 

rev iew  tha t  w i th  the  commiss ione r .   She has  been  24 

do ing  i t .   I  don ' t  know what  p rocess ,  i f  i t ' s  25 
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on l i ne  o r  no t ,  I ' l l  f i nd  ou t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  you wou ldn ' t  3 

be  opposed  to  coming  here  or  hav ing  the  4 

commiss ioner  come he re  on  a  q uar te r l y  bas is  to  5 

d i scuss  the  s ta tus  o f  - -  6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  love  7 

coming  here .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  cou ld  te l l .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And we  love  hav ing  10 

you.  11 

 Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .   Good 13 

a f te rnoon,  Depu ty  Coun ty  Execu t i ve .  14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Good  15 

a f te rnoon.  16 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I f  th i s  has  17 

a l ready  been  exp la ined ,  I  apo log ize .   There ' s  18 

j us t  been so  much sa id .  19 

 Ta lk ing  abou t  a  p ro jec t  where  cont rac tors  20 

have  no t  been  pa id ;  how does tha t  e f fec t  us  i f  21 

i t ' s  a  p ro jec t  such as  the  L i fe  Sc ience Bu i l d ing  22 

a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  where  the re  is  23 

ma tch ing  funds  by  the  s ta te  and the  coun ty  i f ,  i n  24 

fac t ,  the  con t rac tors  a re  no t  pa id?   How do es 25 
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tha t  work?  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Su re .   3 

That 's  a  con t rac t  in  wh ich  I ' ve  ac tua l l y  sp oke  to  4 

the  Co l l ege,  I  t h ink  as  recen t ly  as  Thursda y  - -  5 

aga in ,  I  don ' t  remember  what  day  i t  was .   H ere 's  6 

where  we  a re  w i th  tha t  spec i f i c  cont rac t .  7 

 F i rs t  o f f ,  we  ge t  re imbursed 50  pe rcen t  8 

f rom DASNY,  as  l ong as  DASNY approves  the  9 

re imbursemen t ,  wh ich  i n  99 .9  percent  o f  the  cases  10 

they  have a lways  approved ou r  re imbursement .   We 11 

have  sa id  to  the  Co l lege ,  the  Co l l ege submi t s  the  12 

vouchers  fo r  re imbursement  f rom DASNY.   The  13 

coun ty ,  mean ing  us ,  have  a lways  been  on the  hook ,  14 

i n  te rms  o f  l ay ing  ou t  a l l  t ha t  cash .   We d on ' t  15 

be l i eve  necessa r i l y  tha t  we shou ld  have to  l ay  16 

ou t  a l l  tha t  cash even  though  we  have in  th e  17 

pas t .   Tha t  be ing  sa id .  18 

 Some o f  those  paymen ts  were  made .   We are  19 

rece iv ing  I  t h ink  abou t  a  $5 .6  m i l l i on  20 

re imbursemen t  f rom DASNY.    As  soon as  we w ere  21 

rece iv ing  tha t  re imbursement  we were  go ing  to  pay  22 

the  cont rac to r .   I  be l ieve  poss ib l y  he  cou l d  have 23 

even  go t ten  pa id  today  o r  tomor row.   But  we ' re  24 

wa i t ing  to  rece ive  the  re imbu rsement  and  the n we  25 
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were  go ing  to  advance add i t i ona l  do l la rs  on ce we  2 

rece ived  tha t  re imbursemen t .   Here 's  wha t  a lways  3 

happens,  i f  you  look  a t  the  Aqua t i c  Center  as  a  4 

pe r fec t  examp le .     5 

 DASNY ac tua l l y  was  the  con t rac to r  who 6 

approved  a l l  the  con t rac ts  a t  the  Aqua t i c  Ce nter .   7 

I  don ' t  have  to  te l l  you  the  pas t  p rac t i ce  and  8 

the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  Aquat ic  Cen te r .   We ' re  r i sk ing  9 

the  l i gh t  bu lbs  and f i x tu res  because  o f  the  10 

condensa t ion  bu i ldup .  11 

 Whenever  you  need re imbursemen t  f rom 12 

somebody ,  I  am a lways  fear fu l  tha t  somehow 13 

they ' re  no t  go ing  to  re imburse .   I  sa id  i t  about  14 

the  ARA money .   ARA money,  because  the re  we re  15 

spec i f i c  requ i rements  tha t  t he  federa l  gove rnmen t  16 

had,  aga in ,  many  w i th  the  pro tec t i on  o f  roa dways ,  17 

w i th  d ivers i f ied  bus iness  en te rp r i ses ,  wome n and  18 

m ino r i ty  owned bus inesses ,  we  had cont rac to rs  19 

tha t  d id  no t  comply  to  those  requ i rements ,  ou t  20 

and ou t  d id  no t  comp ly  to  those requ i rement s ,  21 

some because  they  cou ldn ' t  f i nd  employees o r  they  22 

cou ldn ' t  f ind  enough  m inor i t y  owned bus ines ses  by  23 

wh ich  to  do  work .   We los t  money .   The  coun ty  24 

ac tua l l y  had  to  ea t ,  ea t  do l l a rs  tha t  we  we re  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  62 Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

supposed  to  rece ive  f rom the  feds .   We ac tu a l l y  2 

had to  pay  tha t .   Same w i th  DASNY.   DASNY s ays  3 

they ' re  go ing  re imburse  us  fo r  t ha t  bu i l d in g ,  4 

rough ly  a  36  or  $40 mi l l ion  bu i l d ing .   We we re  5 

go ing  to  rece ive  $20  m i l l i on  back .   What  i f  DASNY 6 

dec ides ,  f o r  a rgumen t ' s  sake ,  l i s ten ,  you d idn ' t  7 

comp ly  to  th i s?   You  d idn ' t  comp ly .   So now  tha t  8 

$20 mi l l ion  you ' re  ge t t i ng ,  you ' re  on l y  ge t t ing  9 

f i ve .   Who 's  on  the  hook?  We are .   I t ' s  co ming 10 

ou t  o f  our  cap i ta l  p lan .   I t ' s  no t  r igh t .  11 

 I  used  tha t  road  p ro jec t  - -  I  was  on  the  12 

phone,  no t  t o  say  I  have  a  g rea t  re la t ionsh ip  13 

because I  worked  in  the  Sta te  Leg is la tu re ,  bu t  I  14 

know a  l o t  o f  peop le .   And  we  d id  ou r  due 15 

d i l i gence.   We wen t  back  and  fo r th ,  back  and  16 

fo r th  w i th  the  reg iona l ,  w i th  Reg ion  10  o f  t he  17 

DOT.   Sub i  Chak rabor t i ,  you  cou ldn ' t  ask  fo r  a  18 

be t te r  reg iona l  d i rec tor .   And  he  bent  over  19 

backwards ,  i n  work ing  w i th  us ,  t o  make  sure  tha t  20 

we  were  ab le  to  rece ive  a  lo t  o f  t ha t  money .   We 21 

s t i l l  l os t .   We  s t i l l  l os t  hu ndreds  o f  t hous ands  22 

o f  do l la rs  tha t  we  shou ld  neve r  have  los t ,  bu t  23 

the  cont rac to r  d id  no t  comply .   And I  don ' t  want  24 

to  p lace  tha t  b lame because i t ' s  no t  eve ry  25 
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cont rac tor  t ha t  doesn ' t  do  i t .   Who knows t he  2 

reason  why?  I 'm  not  i n  h i s  o r  her  shoes .   B ut  3 

they  d idn ' t  comp ly  and  we los t  money .   We 'v e  go t  4 

to  be  ca re fu l  t ha t  we jus t  don ' t  say  l e t ' s  t h row 5 

the  money away.   We ' re  app rov ing  i t .   We ' re  6 

ge t t ing  re imbursed  when,  i n  fac t ,  somet imes  you 7 

don ' t  ge t  re imbursed .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Can  the  assumpt ion  9 

be  made,  though ,  tha t  fo r  th i s  L i f e  Sc ience  10 

Bu i l d ing  tha t  t hey  a re ,  in  fac t ,  comply ing  - -  11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    w i th  what  needs  to  13 

be  done?  14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .   15 

I f  we rece ive  tha t  money  F r id ay ,  we are  go in g  to  16 

t r y  to  pay  them today .   I f  we  ge t  the  money  17 

today ,  we ' re  go ing  to  t r y  to  pay  them tomor row.   18 

A l l  o f  t he  re imbursement ,  p re t ty  much a l l  o f  t he  19 

re imbursemen t  p ro jec ts  tha t  we  were  comfor t ab le  20 

ge t t ing  re imbursed  and  we knew a  check  was 21 

coming ,  we  were  s t i l l  pay ing  those  cash adva nces .   22 

I t  makes  no  sense.   You ' re  ge t t i ng  the  mone y  23 

back .  24 

 There  were  two p ro jec ts  tha t  were  25 
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comp l iance  i ssues ,  i f  we  d id  no t  comple te  o n  a  2 

ce r ta in  t ime ,  we  s t i l l  pa id  those advances 3 

because we  d idn ' t  want  to  r i sk  be ing  ou t  o f  4 

comp l iance  w i th  the  s ta te  o r  f edera l  govern men t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  t hank  you .   I  6 

b r ing  th is  up  because tha t  bu i ld ing  is  so  v e ry  7 

impor tan t .   I t  had  unan imous  suppor t  f rom o u r  8 

en t i re  l eg is la tu re .   I  know they  a re  count i ng  on  9 

i t  t o  be  open fo r  the  fa l l  se mes te r .  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We 11 

ag ree.  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Thank  you  very  much ,  15 

Mr .  Cha i rman .  16 

 Mr .  Wa lker ,  you ' ve  tes t i f i ed  tha t  there  17 

was $45 mi l l i on  tha t  was  adva nced jus t  recen t l y?  18 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yeah ,  19 

45  o r  46 ,  somewhere  around  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  t h ink  ou r  numbers  21 

i nd i ca te  tha t  i t  was  ac tua l l y  as  much as  55  22 

m i l l ion .  23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    The 24 

numbers  va ry .   I t  cou ld  have  been.   Some o f  tha t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  65 Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

cou ld  have  been  re imbursed ,  so  we don ' t  2 

necessar i l y  coun t  i t  as  a  bond  i ssue  coming  back .   3 

Bu t  you may be 100  percent  r i gh t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wha t  d id  tha t  pay  fo r?  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Va r ious  6 

p ro jec ts .    The re ' s  p robab ly  a  l i s t  o f  80  7 

d i f f e ren t  p ro jec ts .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    But  we know none o f  i t  9 

went  to  the  con t rac tors  - -  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I t  d id .   11 

I t  wen t  to  the i r  con t rac to rs .   Some o f  t he  12 

cont rac tors  tha t  haven ' t  been  pa id  were  ge t t ing  13 

pa id  a long  the  way ,  bu t  we  s topped  a t  a  po i n t  14 

where  NIFA sa id  po ten t ia l l y  t hey  w i l l  no t  a pprove 15 

the  bond ing .   We s topped  cash  advances  a t  t ha t  16 

po in t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    O f  the  $4 .5  m i l l i on  18 

tha t  Mr .  Herbs t  b rough t  w i th  h im  today ,  wor th  o f  19 

i nvo ices ,  none o f  those were  par t  o f  t he  45  20 

m i l l ion .  21 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No ,  22 

tha t ' s  why  they  d idn ' t  ge t  pa id .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .  24 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    The 25 
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cash  advances  a re  l i te ra l l y  paymen ts  tha t  w e  made 2 

to  con t rac to rs .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Do we  have  any  idea  4 

what  t ype  o f  back log  we ' re  l ook ing  a t  r i gh t  now?  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I t ' s  6 

rough ly  r i gh t  a round  4 .5  m i l l i on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I 'm  no t  t a l k ing  about  8 

j us t  f rom Mr .  Herbs t ;  I 'm ta l k ing  abou t  in  9 

genera l .  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    That 's  11 

i t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Tha t ' s  i t ?   Eve rybody  13 

e l se  go t  pa id  except  fo r  Mr .  Herbs t ' s  peop l e?  14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:     15 

Everybody e l se  i s  be ing  pa id .   The re 's  s t i l l  16 

peop le  ge t t i ng  pa id  because you d id  have  NIF A 17 

approve tha t ,  as  Mr .  Denenberg  men t ioned .   You  18 

d id  have  $100  m i l l ion  tha t  was  approved by  N IFA.   19 

Many  o f  those  p ro jec ts  - -  man y  o f  those pro j ec ts  20 

were  approved ,  so  those peop le  a re  s t i l l  ge t t i ng  21 

pa id .   We ' re  pay ing  peop le  on  a  da i l y  bas is .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    But  t ha t  $45 mi l l ion ,  23 

tha t  was  fo r  th ings  tha t  N IFA  hasn ' t  ye t  24 

approved?  25 
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 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    2 

Cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   And  ye t  one-4 

ten th  o f  t ha t  o r  t he  l as t  44 .5  m i l l i on  tha t  Mr .  5 

Herbs t  i s  look ing  fo r ,  t ha t  wasn ' t  app roved .  6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    7 

Cor rec t .   Tha t ' s  why  they  haven ' t  been  pa id .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So we 've  pa id  ou t  a l l  9 

o f  t h i s  money  except  the  l as t  $4 .5  m i l l i on ,  a l l  10 

o f  wh ich  i s  due  to  Mr .  Herbs t .  11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    12 

Cor rec t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Tha t  makes  no  sense  to  14 

me .  15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    You ' l l  16 

have  to  speak  to  the  compt ro l l e r .   I  can ' t  t e l l  17 

h im to  pay  th ings ,  i f  I  wanted  to .   As  much  as  18 

we 'd  l i ke  to  when we  have con t rac tors  ca l l i ng  us .   19 

That 's  why  he 's  e lec ted  by  the  peop le  separa te ly .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  ye t  t h i s  pas t  $45  21 

m i l l ion  was a l l  okay  as  fa r  as  the  compt ro l l e r  22 

was concerned .  23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  don ' t  24 

want  to  speak  on  h is  beha l f .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    A l r igh t .   Wel l ,  I 'm  2 

su re  we ' l l  have  the  oppor tun i t y  to  ask  Mr .  3 

Maragos and h is  peop le  where  tha t  money wen t  and  4 

why i t  hasn ' t  gone  to  the  con t rac tors .  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We ' l l  6 

be  g lad  to  g i ve  you a  l i s t  o f  the  45  o r  55  7 

m i l l ion .   OMB can g i ve  you  a  l i s t .   N IFA  ha s  the  8 

same l i s t .   We  can  te l l  you  e xac t l y  what  spe c i f i c  9 

p ro jec ts  the re  were .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  l ook  fo rward  to  11 

see ing  tha t .   I  look  fo rward  to  see ing  tha t .   12 

Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  T ro iano .  14 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Thank you.   I  may 15 

have  m issed unders tood  wha t  you sa id  ear l ie r ,  16 

based on  Leg is la to r  Wink 's  ques t ion ing .   I  17 

though t  you sa id  tha t  45  m i l l i on  was  pa id  o u t  18 

a l ready .  19 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes ,  i t  20 

was.   That 's  - -  we  cons ide r  a  cash  advance 21 

ac tua l l y  paymen ts  tha t  wen t  to  con t rac to rs .  22 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    And tho se paymen ts  23 

a re  supposed  to  be  approved,  a t  leas t  the  b ond ing  24 

fo r  those paymen ts  have to  be  approved  by  N IFA.  25 
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 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    2 

Cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Jus t  t e l l  me  w i th  4 

the  accoun t  here ,  i f  N IFA - -  and  I  agree  w i t h  you 5 

tha t  N IFA 's  more  than l i ke ly  to  approve i t .   Bu t  6 

i f  t hey  don ' t ,  does  tha t  money  then have  to  be  7 

added to  the  de f ic i t  f o r  t he  - -  8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No .   9 

There  is  cash  in  hand.   I f  t he  county  dec id ed no t  10 

to  go  fo rward  e i ther  i n  th is  yea r ' s  bond ing  or  11 

someth ing  e l se  o f  tha t  na ture ,  i t  comes out  o f  12 

ou r  fund  ba lance .   Tha t ' s  where  i t ' s  pa id  f o r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Bu t  tha t ' s  rea l l y  14 

k ind  o f  menta l l y  ass igned somewhere  e l se  an yway.  15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    No .   16 

No .    17 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    We have  f ree  cash?  18 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We have 19 

$90 mi l l ion  i n  fund ba lance.  20 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Desp i te  the  fac t  21 

tha t  we are  runn ing  a  de f i c i t ?  22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    That  you  fee l  - -  24 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We 25 
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don ' t  be l i eve  we ' re  go ing  to  f in ish  in  a  de f ic i t ,  2 

tha t  2011 - -  2010 f i n i shed  w i th  a  $28 mi l l i o n  3 

su rp lus .   2010 we be l i eve  is  go ing  to  f i n ish  w i th  4 

a  su rp lus .   2011  f in ished in  a  surp lus .  5 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    So  we have  a  $90  6 

m i l l ion  su rp lus?   You ' re  say ing  we  have cas h  on  7 

hand .  8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    We have 9 

a  $90 mi l l ion  fund  ba lance  as  i t  s i t s  today .   We 10 

went  f rom a  $72  mi l l ion  fund  ba lance  in  200 9  to  a  11 

$90 mi l l ion  fund  ba lance  today .  12 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  d idn ' t  an t ic ipa te  13 

go ing  he re .   Bu t  i f  tha t ' s  t he  case,  i f  tha t ' s  14 

the  case  why  are  we lay ing  o f f  peop le  now? 15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I 'm 16 

so r ry?  17 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I f  we ' re  go ing  to  18 

c lose  the  yea r  w i th  a  su rp lus  - -  and  I  d idn ' t  19 

i n tend  to  go  he re  when  I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  ask i ng  the  20 

ques t ion .   Bu t  i f  we ' re  go ing  to  f in ish  the  year  21 

w i th  a  surp lus  why  a re  we lay ing  peop le  o f f ?  22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Because 23 

pa r t  o f  f i n i sh ing  w i th  a  surp lus  i s  to  take  those 24 

ac t i ons  so  we  can ac tua l l y  f i n ish  w i th  a  su rp lus .   25 
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Remember ,  we  la id  peop le  o f f  i n  the  2012  bu dge t .   2 

The 2012  budget  was pred ica ted  on  the  $150 3 

m i l l ion  in  l abo r  sav ings  tha t  we  get  f rom a  4 

va r ie t y  o f  me thods ,  some be in g  l ayo f fs ,  5 

un fo r tunate l y .   And we  found  very  - -  we ' ve  been 6 

work ing  w i th  a l l  our  depar tmen t  heads - -  soc ia l  7 

se rv ice  is  impor tan t  - -  where  we  b rought  bac k  48  8 

o r  43  employees ,  t ha t  we  found  a  ded ica ted  s t ream 9 

o f  money ,  new g ran t  money,  t h rough  some 10 

re imbursemen t .   So  we brough t  some o f  those  s ta f f  11 

members  back .   But  i n  o rde r  to  make the  - -  12 

remember ,  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  the  2012  budg e t ,  13 

why tha t  l abo r  sav ings  was  pu t  i n to  p lace .   We 14 

had to  make $150  m i l l i on  i n  l abo r  sav ings  i n  15 

o rde r  to  f in i sh  2012  w i th  a  ba lanced  budget .  16 

 Aga in ,  I  t h ink  sa les  tax  revenue ,  knock  17 

on  wood - -  I  don ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  wood or  n o t  - -  18 

seems to  be  mov ing  i n  the  r i gh t  d i rec t ion .   We 19 

hope  we ' re  go ing  to  f i n i sh  2011 in  a  - -  mayb e the  20 

G ian ts  a re  go ing  to  he lp  ou t .   Peop le  are  bu y ing  21 

more  sh i r t s  and  je rseys .   Bu t  these are  the  22 

th ings  we ' re  go ing  to  cont inue  to  look  fo r .  23 

 Layo f f s  were  rea l l y  p red ica ted  fo r  t he  24 

2012  budge t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  unders tand .  2 

 So  i f  N IFA  doesn ' t  app rove  the  45  mi l l ion  3 

you have  to  f ind  somewhere  e l se  to  make cu ts  i n  4 

o rde r  to  ba lance  the  2012 budget .  5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .   6 

Or  reduce ou r  fund  ba lance ,  wh ich  then  you ' re  7 

l ook ing  a t  a  hos t  o f  o ther  th ings  tha t  cou l d  8 

poss ib ly  happen .  9 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Thank you.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Thank  you ,  Mr .  11 

Herbs t .   Wai t .   We ' re  no t  done  ye t .   Leg is l a to r  12 

Jacobs .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Walke r ,  so  le t  14 

me  jus t  unders tand  someth ing .   The  way  we ' r e  15 

f i n i sh ing  each yea r  i s  by  bond ing  as  our  16 

budget ing  mechan ism? 17 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKE R:    No .   18 

That  was  our  cap i ta l  bor rowing .   We bonded 19 

cap i ta l  bo r rowing  as  l ong as  p robab ly  you 'v e  been 20 

he re .  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t  I  know.   I 'm  22 

ve ry  concerned here ,  as  to  the  amoun t  o f  bo nd ing  23 

tha t  you  a re  - -  and bo r row ing  tha t  we are  24 

d i scuss ing  go ing  fo rward .   I t ' s ,  l i ke ,  amaz i ng  to  25 
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me  tha t  we  don ' t  have th is  i n  p lace  and we ' re  on  2 

such  a  cusp each  t ime when  peop le  are  no t  b e ing  3 

pa id .  4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  don ' t  5 

th ink  i t ' s  a lways  been  peop le  no t  ge t t ing  p a id .   6 

The bond ing  i s  p red ica ted  in  the  budge t .   I t ' s  7 

ou r  cap i ta l  p lan .   I f  th is  l eg is la tu re  dec i des  to  8 

reduce  i t  fo r  2012 ,  tha t ' s  you r  - -  i t ' s  in  t he  9 

cap i ta l  p lan  th i s  year  fo r  a  bond ing  p rogra m.   I f  10 

you dec ide  to  l essen  i t ,  i t  r equ i res  13  vo t es .   11 

So  th i s  leg i s la tu re  w i l l  dec ide  how much  bon d ing  12 

tha t  Nassau Coun ty  w i l l ,  i n  f ac t ,  have .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  when  d id  the  red  14 

f l ag  come up  fo r  a l l  o f  you?   Fo rget t i ng  th a t  Mr .  15 

Herbs t  was  he re  today .   When  d id  the  red  f l ag  go  16 

up  i n  pub l ic  works  o r  in  the  admin is t ra t ion  tha t  17 

we  were  rea l l y  ge t t i ng  ourse l ves  i n to  a  lo t  o f  18 

t roub le  he re  in  no t  be ing  ab le  to  meet  the  19 

demands?  20 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Aga in ,  21 

i t  was  a  common prac t i ce  tha t  went  on  fo rev e r ;  22 

be fo re  I  was  he re ,  p robab ly  be fo re  you  were  he re ,  23 

tha t  t he  coun ty  a lways  pa id  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  know abou t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  74 Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

tha t .  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    The 3 

coun ty  a lways  pa id  cap i ta l  f unds  ou t  o f  cas h  and  4 

then  bonded a t  t he  r igh t  t ime ,  the  t ime i t ' s  good 5 

to  go  to  the  marke t  w i th ,  so  the  county  bor rowed  6 

a t  t ha t  t ime .  7 

 We ' re  no t  bo r row ing  any  more  fo r  cap i ta l  8 

p ro jec ts  than  was done  las t  year .   I n  fac t ,  we  9 

ac tua l l y  bor rowed $10 mi l l ion  less .   We bor rowed  10 

$10 mi l l ion  l ess  i n  the  2011  p lan ,  t ha t  the  2011  11 

p lan  ac tua l l y  ca l l ed  fo r .   We  had $100  m i l l i on  i n  12 

cap i ta l  bo r rowing .   We a re  ac tua l l y  on ly  13 

bo r row ing  90  because  jobs  were  coming in  ch eaper  14 

and th ings  o f  t ha t  na ture ,  so  we  were  ab le  to  15 

save  money .   You ' re  ac tua l l y  bond ing  l ess  t han  16 

what  the  mul t i - yea r  p lan  ac tu a l l y  ca l l ed  fo r ,  no t  17 

more ,  bu t  less .  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So le t  m e  ask  you  19 

th is .   Does the  compt ro l le r  ag ree w i th  you tha t  20 

we  have a  $90  m i l l ion  fund  ba lance?  21 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Yes .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    They  ag ree.   I f  so ,  23 

what  con t r ibu ted  to  tha t  $90  m i l l i on  fund 24 

ba lance?  25 
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 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKE R:    Grea t  2 

budget ing  and  g rea t  management  by  the  count y  3 

execut ive .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pruden t  management .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   I  w i l l  end  i t  6 

a t  t ha t .  7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    Thank 8 

you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Thank  you ,  Mr .  10 

Herbs t .   We w i l l  be  wa tch ing  tha t  meet ing  o n  11 

Wednesday and  hope fu l l y  th ings  w i l l  be  reso lved.  12 

 Next  speaker  i s  Joseph  Vo lke r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Joseph ,  fo r  one 14 

m inu te ,  p lease.  15 

 We wen t  beyond the  30  minu tes  o f  pub l i c  16 

pa r t i c ipa t ion .   Bu t ,  never the less ,  t he re  are  so  17 

many  o f  you who  are  he re  today  to  speak on  18 

d i f f e ren t  i ssues .   A l l  I  ask  i s  tha t  i f  you  can 19 

keep  i t  to  th ree  m inutes ,  i t  wou ld  be  20 

apprec ia ted ,  so  everyone  wou ld  have an  21 

oppor tun i t y  to  add ress  the  l eg is la tu re .  22 

 Thank you,  Joseph,  fo r  coming .  23 

 MR.  VOLKER:    Thank you.   I  w i l l  wa i t  24 

un t i l  you  reassemb le .   Thank  you .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    What  do  you mean  2 

reassemb le?  Wa i t  a  minu te .   Mr .  Vo lke r ,  Mr .  3 

Vo lker ,  we ' re  he re .   We are  he re .   Mr .  Abra hams 4 

and Mr .  Schmi t t  had to  go  to  a  mee t ing ,  bu t  the  5 

res t  o f  us  a re  a l l  here .   So ,  p lease  fee l  f ree  to  6 

address  us .  7 

 MR.  VOLKER:    Okay .   Thank  you  so  much .   8 

I ’m he re  on  beha l f  o f  Samantha  F reder i ckson  o f  9 

the  ACLU,  Doug Mayers  o f  t he  NAACP,  and Hau x  10 

Cr is t i ,  the  Catho l i c  Peace  and  Jus t i ce  Move ment ,  11 

the  Nassau  A f f i rma t i ve  Ac t ion  Pro jec t .   We 'v e  12 

spoken  to  you  in  the  pas t ,  be fore  th is  body .   I  13 

hear  the  f rus t ra t i on  o f  the  cont rac tors  w i t h  14 

rega rd  to  the i r  want ing  to  be  pa id .   The re ' s  15 

obv ious l y  a  l o t  o f  i n te res t  i n  tha t  and a  l o t  o f  16 

ques t ion ing .   Bu t  the  top i c  tha t  I  am speak i ng  17 

abou t  and go ing  to  speak  abou t  i s  a l so  i n  t he  18 

Char te r .    19 

 And i t  says  i n  the  Char te r ,  t here  sha l l  20 

be  a  v is i t o r ' s  boa rd  w i th in  the  Nassau  Coun ty  21 

Cor rec t i on  Cente r .   Aga in ,  t he  f rus t ra t i on  o f  the  22 

Char te r  be ing  i gno red.   I 'm ca l l ing  upon  th i s  23 

body  to  address  th is  nonpar t i san  i ssue .   We  24 

appea led  to  bo th  s ides  o f  the  chamber  w i th  regard  25 
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to  res to r ing  the  v is i t o r ' s  boa rd .  2 

 O f  cou rse ,  t he  fac t  i s  t ha t  t here ' s  one 3 

d i f f e rence  be tween  the  p rev ious  speaker  and  4 

myse l f .   And  tha t  th is  v is i t o r ' s  boa rd  cos t  the  5 

coun ty  exac t l y  no th ing .   The  peop le ,  t he  se ven  6 

peop le  who  w i l l  be  pu t  on  th i s  boa rd ,  named  to  7 

th is  boa rd ,  w i l l  serve  f ree ,  w i thout  cha rge ,  t o  8 

the  coun ty .   The  resources  tha t  a re  necessa ry  to  9 

enab le  th i s  boa rd  are  a l ready  ava i lab le  a t  t he  10 

coun ty  j a i l .    11 

 Fo r  one reason o r  anothe r  Mr .  Mangano and 12 

h i s  p redecessors  as  we l l  have  e i ther  been 13 

re luc tan t ,  o r  neg l igen t ,  o r  j us t  no t  p rodde d  14 

enough ,  pe rhaps  a  lack  o f  in te res t  o r  whate ver  i t  15 

may be ,  tha t  they  have  no t  submi t ted  the  na mes  o f  16 

peop le  who  a re  to  pa r t i c ipa te  on  th i s  board .   I t  17 

ca l l s  fo r  seven  members .   And  a t  t h i s  t ime,  we  18 

wou ld  l i ke  to  p resen t  seven ou ts tand ing  c i t i zens  19 

who are  w i l l i ng  to  serve  on  th is  boa rd  a t  n o  20 

expense to  the  county .    21 

 And we  have a  l e t te r  here .   I t  says :   We,  22 

the  unders igned ,  wou ld  l i ke  to  vo lun teer  fo r  a  23 

pos i t i on  o f  t he  Nassau  County  Cor rec t i ona l  Cen te r  24 

Board  o f  V is i to rs ,  and  ask  tha t  you pu t  fo r th  ou r  25 
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names to  the  county  execut ive  and reques t  o u r  2 

appo in tmen t .  3 

 A r t i c l e  20 ,  2004 ,  o f  t he  Nassau Coun ty  4 

Char te r  requ i res  tha t  the  coun ty  es tab l i sh  a nd  5 

ma in ta in  a  board  o f  v i s i to rs  to  ac t  as  an  6 

overs igh t  commi t tee  a t  t he  Nassau Coun ty  7 

Cor rec t i ona l  Cen te r .   The coun ty  execu t i ve  i s  8 

tasked  w i th  appo in t i ng  i nd iv idua ls  to  th is  boa rd  9 

to  serve  th ree  yea rs  te rms .   To  be  qua l i f ie d  an  10 

i nd i v idua l  must  be  a  Nassau Coun ty  res ident ,  who  11 

possesses  a  work ing  know ledge  o f  t he  cor rec t iona l  12 

sys tem.   We a re  a l l  qua l i f ied  to  serve  on  t he  13 

board  o f  v is i to rs ,  and  ask  tha t  you g i ve  ou r  14 

names to  Execut i ve  Mangano  and  ask  fo r  our  15 

appo in tmen t .   Our  resumes are  inc luded  here .   16 

That 's  s igned  by  Mr .  John Br i ckman ,  Esqu i re ,  he  17 

was a  fo rmer  boa rd  o f  v i s i to rs  appo in tee ;  18 

Pa t r i c ia  De la t to ;  Ka th leen  Kearns ,  Doug las  19 

Mayers ;  Rober t  Summerv i l le ,  who was a l so  fo rmer l y  20 

appo in ted  to  the  board ;  myse l f ,  and Lancet t  21 

Wa ld ron.  22 

 CLERK MULLER:   Your  th ree  minu tes  have  23 

exp i red .  24 

 MR.  VOKER:    I  don ’ t  t h ink  tha t  - -  I  25 
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th ink  tha t ,  i n  te rms  o f  th is ,  we  wou ld  l i ke  to  2 

p resen t  th is  to  the  board  and  presen t  th is  to  the  3 

l eg i s la tu re  fo r  the  ac t i on  wh ich  these  4 

s ignator ies  reques t .  5 

 Thank you so  much.  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  Vo lker ,  7 

p lease  g ive  i t  t o  the  gent leman a t  t he  desk ,  and  8 

we  w i l l  submi t  i t  to  the  coun ty  execut ive .  9 

 MR.  VOLKER:    A l so ,  I  am submi t t ing  f rom 10 

Pace  Law Rev iew,  an  ar t i c l e  by  Mr .  B r i ckman  on  11 

the  ro le  o f  c iv i l i an  o rgan iza t ions  w i th  p r i s on  12 

access  and  c i t i zen  members ,  The New York 13 

Experience.  I t  exp la ins  how these  v is i t o rs '  14 

boards ,  these  t ypes  o f  c iv i l i an  overs igh t ,  can  be  15 

he lp fu l  to  the  county  and the  co r rec t i ona l  16 

center .  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Aga in ,  Mr .  18 

Vo lker ,  submi t  i t  to  the  c le rk  and  we w i l l  19 

d i s t r i bu te  i t  t o  the  res t  o f  t he  l eg is la tu r e .  20 

 Thank you fo r  coming .  21 

 Leg is la to r  Jacobs.   Mr .  Vo lke r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Judy .   H i .  23 

 MR.  VOLKER:    Yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    We met  fo r  a  wh i l e .  25 
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 MR.  VOLKER:    Yes ,  we d id .   Thank you fo r  2 

your  i n te res t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  d id  wr i te  to  the  4 

coun ty  execu t ive .   I 'm  wa i t i ng  a t  th is  po in t  f o r  5 

an  answer .   I  a l so  wro te  to  the  pr io r  two c oun ty  6 

execut ives  to  t r y  to  f ind  ou t  why someth ing  was 7 

c rea ted  and neve r  ac ted  upon ,  and there  mig h t  be  8 

a  leg i t ima te  reason.   I  don ' t  know.   I ’m  no t  9 

excus ing  tha t .   I ’m jus t  say ing  to  you  I  th ink  i t  10 

behooves  us  to  f ind  ou t  what  the  h is to ry  wa s .   11 

 I  know Mr .  Gu lo t ta  very  we l l .   I  12 

ce r ta in l y  know Mr .  Suozz i  ve ry  we l l .   I  kno w 13 

under  Mr .  Gu lo t ta  th is  was  fo rmed and unan im ous ly  14 

passed  by  the  Board  o f  Superv i so rs .   So you  wou ld  15 

have  to  th ink  there  was some k ind  o f  a  - -  I  don ' t  16 

want  to  use  the  word  u rgency ,  bu t  obv ious ly  17 

someth ing  in  a  b ipar t i san  way  everybody agr eed  18 

w i th .   Somewhere  a long  the  l i ne ,  r igh t  a f te r  19 

tha t ,  i t  neve r  happened,  o f  course ,  under  M r .  20 

Suozz i .  I  be l ieve  i t  may  have  s ta r ted  in  th e  21 

l a t te r  yea rs  o f  Mr .  Gu lo t ta .   The fede ra l  22 

gove rnment  had come in  to  do  ove rs igh t  a t  t he  23 

j a i l ,  wh ich  may  have ,  in  the i r  m inds ,  rende red  24 

the  v i s i to rs  boa rd  no t  necessa ry .   Now here  we  25 
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a re  a t  ano the r  admin is t ra t ion .   Be fo re  we j ump,  I  2 

want  to  make  su re  we  wa lk ,  and  ge t  t hese  an swers .    3 

 Now,  I  j us t  met  w i th  you  I  be l ieve  on  4 

Thursday ,  maybe  Fr iday  - -  Thu rsday  o r  Fr iday  o f  5 

l as t  week.   Today ' s  Monday .   So I  have  no t  go t ten  6 

any  answers  ye t ,  and  I  t h ink  once we  do,  th en we  7 

shou ld  rea l l y  see what  the  answers  a re  and i f  8 

they  make sense  or  no t  t o  us .  9 

 I  know you  gave  a  ve ry  good g roup o f  10 

peop le  who  a re  i n te res ted .   Bu t  the  ac tua l  11 

appo in tmen ts  a re  done by  the  county  execut i ve  no t  12 

by  us .   Le t ' s  see what  happens .   I  don ' t  wa n t  you 13 

to  th ink  i t  wen t  unheeded when  I  met  w i th  y ou.   I  14 

d id  ge t  i t  ou t  t o  most  o f  - -  a  l o t  o f  the  15 

l eg i s la to rs ,  so  tha t  eve ryone  wou ld  know.   16 

Cer ta in l y  i t  wen t  ou t  to  the  county  execut i ve ,  17 

and the  sher i f f ,  and  d i f fe ren t  peop le  tha t  s hou ld  18 

know tha t  th i s  was  go ing  ou t .  19 

 MR.  VOLKER:    Thank you so  much.   I  20 

ce r ta in l y  d idn ' t  t h ink  tha t  i t  wen t  unheede d .   I  21 

do  hope,  though ,  tha t  th is  w i l l  no t  de lay  t he  22 

p rocess .   Jus t  as  there  is  an  urgency  fo r  t hese 23 

cont rac tors  to  be  pa id ,  there  is  an  urgency  tha t  24 

the  v i s i to rs  a t  the  coun ty  j a i l  beg in  to  be  25 
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t rea ted  w i th  the  respec t  and  human  d ign i ty  tha t  2 

they  deserve  and  tha t  the  law  ca l l s  fo r ,  an d  no t  3 

to  be  d i scou raged.   They  s tand  ou t  i n  the  p our ing  4 

ra in ,  in  the  f reez ing  co ld ,  t hunder  and 5 

l i gh tn ing ;  I ' ve  seen  i t  w i th  my own eyes .   And  6 

these peop le ,  when  the re 's  adequate ,  more  t han  7 

adequa te  space fo r  t hem to  be  she l te red .   S o  the  8 

v i s i to rs  cer ta in ly  need as  much as  u rgen t  a s  th i s  9 

cont rac tor  i ssue  i s ,  t h i s  i s  a lso  urgent .   I  hope 10 

tha t  t he  l eg is la to rs  take  as  much in te res t  i n  11 

th is  as  in  the  payment  o f  the  cont rac tors ,  wh ich  12 

i s  cer ta in ly  wor thy  and jus t .    13 

 And there ' s  o the r  i ssues  as  we l l ,  and 14 

you ' l l  hea r  abou t  them.   There 's  med ica l  i s sues ;  15 

whethe r  the  p r i soners  are  rece iv ing  the  med ica l  16 

t rea tmen t  o r  no t .    17 

 So  I  j us t  wan t  to  response  to  tha t ,  tha t  18 

I  do  apprec ia te  every th ing  you ' re  do ing ,  Mr .  19 

Jacobs ,  and I  l ook  fo rward  to  the  responses  you 20 

rece ive .   Thank  you so  much.  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  I  t h ink  no  22 

ma t te r  whe the r  i t ' s  the  cont rac tors  o r  t he  23 

v i s i to rs  to  the  ja i l ,  tha t  due  d i l igence  is  24 

p robab ly  one  o f  the  most  impor tan t  t h ings .   We 25 
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shou ldn ' t  c i r cumvent  i n  any  case .   And  I  th ink  2 

tha t ' s  wha t  eve ryone  - -  a t  l eas t  t ha t ' s  wha t  I 'm  3 

a iming  fo r  i n  th is  i ssue .  4 

 MR.  VOLKER:   I  app rec ia te  tha t .   Thank  5 

you so  much.  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  7 

Vo lker .  8 

 MR.  VOLKER:    Thank you.  9 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Pame la  Nee ly .   10 

Pame la  Nee ly?   I s  she he re?  11 

 MS.  NEELY:    My  name i s  Pame la  Nee ly ,  and 12 

I 'm the  co -d i rec to r  o f  Nassau  Inmate  Advocac y  13 

Group.   I  too  am speak ing  on  the  v is i t o rs  14 

commi t tee .  15 

 One o f  my pos i t i ons  is  t o  co r respond  w i th  16 

some o f  the  i nmates  presen t  and fo rmer  i nma tes  i n  17 

the  coun ty  j a i l .   And I  cons tan t ly  hea r  a  l o t  o f  18 

comp la in ts ,  and  i t ' s  very ,  ve ry  d i scou rag in g  19 

because they ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  - -  one  o f  the  20 

comp la in ts  i s  t he  v i s i to rs ,  f ami ly  v is i t s  i n  21 

there ,  wha t  they  have to  go  th rough fo r  v is i t i ng .   22 

There ' s  poor  med ica l  care  ove r  the re ,  and t here ' s  23 

a  lack  o f  hea t ,  w i thou t  hav ing  p roper  c lo th ing ,  24 

and the  l i s t  can  go  on  and  on .   And I 'm not  he re  25 
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to  ta l k  to  you about  the  comp la in ts .   I 'm h e re  to  2 

ask  you to  he lp  us  to  ge t  th i s  v is i t o r ' s  bo a rd  i n  3 

p lace .  4 

 Thank you.  5 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  6 

Pame la ,  fo r  coming .  7 

 Mor r is  G len  Lev ine .  8 

 MR.  LEVINE:    Yes .   My  name i s  Mor r i s  9 

G len  Lev ine .   I  was  a  fo rmer  i nmate  a t  t he  Nassau 10 

Coun ty  Ja i l .   And I  s tayed  the re  47  days ,  f rom 11 

August  8  th rough  Sep tember  21  o f  t h i s  year .  12 

 I  expe r ienced  a  lo t  o f  d i f f i cu l t ies  when  13 

I  was  in  j a i l .   As  you  know,  I  spoke  be fore  abou t  14 

my  d i f f i cu l t i es .   I  have  seve ra l  med ica l  i s sues  15 

tha t  I  had  to  dea l  w i th  when  I  was  in  ja i l ,  such  16 

as  I  have a  - -  I  need to  be  on  a  G lu ten- f ree  17 

d ie t ;  I  was  no t  g i ven my  G lu ten- f ree  d ie t .   I  was  18 

no t  g i ven my  b lood  p ressure  med ica t i on ,  wh i ch  I  19 

have  severe  h igh  b lood  p ressu re .   And I  was  no t  20 

g i ven my  as thma medica t i on ,  wh ich  I  was  - -  I  had  21 

a  lo t  o f  p rob lems brea th ing  and they  wan ted  to  22 

g i ve  me the  wrong med ica t i on ,  wh ich  I 'm h ig h ly  23 

a l le rg ic  to .   They  d idn ' t  even  know the  24 

d i f f e rence  be tween  the  rescue  inha le r  and a  25 
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ma in tenance inha le r .   Fo r  anybody who has  a s thma,  2 

i t ' s  no t  someth ing  to  p lay  w i th .   A l so ,  one  day  I  3 

had ches t  pa ins  and they  wan ted to  g ive  me 4 

Ty leno l ,  j us t  f o r  ches t  pa ins .   No  EKG.   No  o the r  5 

med ica l  tes ts  to  see  why  I  wa s  hav ing  ches t  6 

pa ins ,  wh ich  I  do  have  E-F ib .   And  I  was  no t  7 

g i ven my  E-F ib  med ica t ion .  8 

 A l so ,  there  was  no  serv i ces  fo r  somebody  9 

l i ke  myse l f  who  is  Jew ish .   There  was no  ra bb i  10 

there .  11 

 Jus t  recen t l y ,  as  you know,  abou t  two and 12 

a  ha l f ,  th ree  weeks  ago,  on  a  Sa tu rday  there  was  13 

th is  dea th .   Somebody go t  bea t  up .   One o f  t he  14 

i nmates  go t  bea t  up  a t  t he  Nassau Coun ty  Ja i l  and 15 

d ied .   Why  does  th is  have to  happen when  a l l  16 

we ' re  ask ing  fo r  i s  the  board  o f  v is i t o rs?   The 17 

board  o f  v is i to rs  wou ld  ac tua l l y  p ro tec t  an d  do  18 

advocacy  when  there ' s  p rob lems  in  the  ja i l .   Why  19 

does  somebody  have  to  d ie?   Th is  has  been i n  the  20 

Char te r  s ince ,  i n  your  Char te r  f o r  22  years .   Why 21 

can ' t  i t  be  imp lemen ted the  way i t  shou ld  b e?  22 

Why?   Because  nobody  cares .   Nobody ca res  ab ou t  23 

us  because  we ' re  a  m inor i t y .   And guess  wha t?   24 

We ' re  no t  a  m ino r i ty .   We ' re  the  major i t y .    25 
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 As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  I 'm  hand ing  you  2 

over ,  to  a l l  you  l eg is la to rs ,  I 'm hand ing  y ou 3 

over  cop ies  o f  wha t  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  and  th e  4 

p ro jec t  we ' re  ask ing  fo r .   I t ' s  f ree .   We ' r e  no t  5 

ask ing  fo r  money .   I t ' s  in  the  Char te r  a l re ady .   6 

There ' s  no  reason why i t  canno t  be  imp lemen ted  7 

the  way i t  shou ld  be .   I  don ' t  unders tand.   What  8 

does  i t  have  to  be?  I t  has  to  be  one o f  yo u  9 

peop le  o r  when o f  your  fam i l y  members  has  t o  be  10 

i n  the  j a i l  t o  rea l i ze  tha t  t here ' s  p rob lem ? 11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 12 

exp i red ,  s i r .  13 

 MR.  LEVINE:    P lease  ge t  on  th is .   Wake 14 

up  and  sme l l  the  co f fee .  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  Lev ine ,  jus t  16 

g i ve  tha t  to  Michae l  here  and  he ' l l  g i ve  i t  to  17 

the  c le rk  fo r  d i s t r i bu t i on .   Thank  you  very  much .  18 

 C laud ia  Borecky .  19 

 MS.  BORECKY:    C laud ia  Borecky ,  Pres iden t  20 

o f  t he  Nor th  and  Cen t ra l  Mer r i ck  C iv ic  21 

Assoc ia t ion ,  and  a  found ing  member  o f  the  S ludge  22 

S toppers .   And I 'm  here  to  ta l k  abou t  the  f ac t  23 

tha t  t he  repub l i can  ma jo r i t y  vo ted  to  se l l  o r  24 

l ease th ree  o f  our  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts  as  25 
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pa r t  o f  the  budget .  2 

 You ' re  count ing  on  th i s  income as  i f  i t ' s  3 

a l ready  pa r t  o f  the  budget  and  as  i f  i t ' s  a l ready  4 

a  done  dea l ,  and  ye t  we never  heard  abou t  t h is .   5 

How can you se l l  our  assets  f rom under  us  w i thou t  6 

even  ask ing  us?   Then aga in ,  a f te r  t ha t ,  yo u  7 

s igned  a  con t rac t  w i th  Morgan  Stan ley ,  pay i ng  8 

them $100,000  a  quar te r ,  $500 ,000 in  to ta l ,  fo r  9 

mak ing  a  dea l  w i th  an  inves to r  t o  se l l  o r  l ease 10 

ou r  th ree  p lan ts .   So what  we  have  here  is  Morgan 11 

S tan ley ,  who  w i l l  make  no less  than $5  m i l l i on  i f  12 

you broker  a  dea l ,  whe ther  i t ' s  a  good  dea l  o r  13 

bad dea l ,  and  you have  the  county  execut ive  who 14 

i s  j us t  look ing  to  f i l l  the  gap,  and  the re  i s  15 

nobody  in  th i s  conversa t ion  f rom the  peop le  tha t  16 

a re  pro tec t i ng  the  r igh ts  o f  t he  peop le ,  th e  17 

sa fe ty  o f  ou r  fami l i es  and  ou r  env i ronment .  18 

 Our  sewage  t rea tment  p lan ts  a re  a l ready  19 

opera t ing  in  the  b lack .   The re 's  ove r  $74 m i l l ion  20 

i n  reserves .   So  we don ' t  unders tand  why  yo u  a re  21 

se l l ing  them.   They  are  ou r  a sse ts  and  they  22 

be long  to  us .   We need  to  be  par t  o f  t he  23 

conversa t i on .  24 

 I n  my commun i ty  we  have a  pr i va te  wa te r  25 
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company tha t  we  pay  ou r  wa te r  b i l l s  to ,  and  we  2 

a re  pay ing  th ree  t imes  more  than  those  who a re  3 

pay ing  fo r  pub l i c  wa te r .   The  same th ing  is  go ing  4 

to  happen w i th  the  sewage t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   No 5 

one is  go ing  to  inves t  $1 .3  b i l l i on  w i thout  6 

expec t ing  to  reap huge  p ro f i t s  o f f  our  tax  7 

do l l a rs .  Th is  i s  no th ing  more  than  a  backdo or  8 

tax .   You and  your  repub l i can  co l l eagues  vo ted  9 

fo r  th is  tax  i nc rease.   We ca n ' t  a f fo rd  i t .  10 

 I  don ' t  want  to  have  to  wor ry  abou t  11 

whethe r  I  can  a f fo rd  to  f l ush  the  to i l e t ;  t ha t ' s  12 

what  i t ' s  come down to .   I  don ' t  wan t  to  re ad in  13 

tomorrow 's  paper  tha t  a  b idde r  i s  a l ready  a warded 14 

and an  agreemen t  i s  s igned ,  and we  d idn ' t  he ar  15 

any th ing  abou t  th i s .  16 

 We a re  ask ing  fo r  a  c i t i zen  adv i so ry  17 

commi t tee  to  be  chosen  by  we ,  the  peop le .   And  18 

we ,  the  peop le ,  do  no t  wan t  to  be  le f t  i n  t he  19 

da rk  any  l onger ,  l i ke  you d id  w i th  Veo l i a ,  t he  20 

t ranspor ta t i on .   We want  a  say  i n  what  you dec ide  21 

to  do  w i th  ou r  assets .   So  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  22 

pub l ic  hea r ings  now,  no t  a f te r  t he  dea l ' s  a l ready  23 

made  on the  day  o f  t he  vo te ,  and  we ' re  ask i ng  fo r  24 

pub l ic  i nput  now.   We 'd  l i ke  to  be  i nc luded  in  25 
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the  conversa t ion .  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Ms .  Bo recky ,  I  3 

wou ld  l i ke  you  to  know tha t  no  ac t ion  has  be en  4 

taken by  th i s  body .   R igh t  now we ' re  l ook in g  i n to  5 

the  f i nd ings  tha t  may come fo r th  by  Morgan 6 

S tan ley .   Un t i l  then ,  no  dec i s ion  to  p r i va t e  o r  7 

fo rm a  pub l i c /p r iva te  pa r tne rsh ip  on  the  se wage 8 

p lan ts  i s  be ing  cons idered  a t  th is  po in t .  9 

 MS.  BORECKY:    The  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Go  ahead ,  Ms .  11 

Borecky .  12 

 MS.  BORECKY:    The  RFPs went  ou t .   The  13 

RFQs wen t  ou t ,  and  they ' ve  a l ready  chosen t h ree  14 

compan ies .   Three compan ies  a re  pu t t ing  the i r  15 

b ids  i n .   And ,  as  I  unders tand  i t ,  t hey  w i l l  be  16 

dec id ing  - -  the  b ids  a re  up  t omorrow.   I  don ' t  17 

want  to  see a  dea l  t ha t  we  don ' t  have to  ha ve a  18 

say  in .   We wou ld  l i ke  to  see  what 's  go ing  to  be  19 

happen ing .   So to  say  tha t  i t ' s  no t  happen i ng ,  20 

tha t ' s  no t  t rue .   You vo ted  to  pu t  t ha t  mon ey in  21 

the  budget .   You ' re  coun t ing  on  the  $1 .3  b i l l i on  22 

to  f i l l  the  budget .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   Ms .  24 

Borecky ,  l i s ten  to  me.   That  may  be  t rue ,  b u t  25 
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those RFPs  o r  RFQs  a re  p re l im ina ry  ac t ions  on  the  2 

pa r t  o f  the  admin i s t ra t i on .   Unt i l  any th ing  is  - -  3 

un t i l  th is  body  cons iders  the  pub l ic /p r i va te  4 

pa r tne rsh ip  on  the  par t  o f  t he  admin is t ra t i on ,  no  5 

ac t i on  has  been  taken and w i l l  be  taken un t i l  we  6 

a re  fu l l y  ve rsed  on  what 's  go ing  on .    7 

 R igh t  now I  have  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  who  8 

wou ld  l i ke  to  speak to  you .   9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    As  you are  aware ,  we 10 

have  a  Wes te rn  Bays  work ing  g roup tha t  has  pa id  a  11 

l o t  o f  a t ten t ion  to ,  o f  course ,  the  Western  Bays ,  12 

and wa tched the  Cedar  Creek  and a l so  the  Ba y  Park  13 

Sewage  T reatmen t  P lan t .   As  a  ma t te r  o f  fac t ,  we  14 

had a  meet ing  l as t  week w i th  the  g roup ,  and  15 

Depu ty  County  Execut ive  Rob Wa lker  d id  come  in  16 

and br ie f l y  add ress  us  on  the  issue o f  t he  sewage 17 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   Yes ,  RFPs  d id  go  ou t  fo r  an  18 

opera tor ,  tha t  t hey  w i l l  be  l ook ing  a t  t ha t .   19 

A f te r  they  - -  i f  t hey  dec ide  to  choose  an  20 

opera tor ,  i t  has  to  come befo re  us .   And  i t  won ' t  21 

be  un t i l  nex t  year ,  i f  t hey  do  make any  cha nges,  22 

whethe r  o r  no t  t o  have  a  p r i va te  opera to r  o r  t o  23 

have  somebody  then  to  lease p roper ty  to  som ebody  24 

e l se ,  to  he lp  i n  coo rd ina t ion  w i th  an  opera tor  t o  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  91 Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

run  those sewage  t rea tment  p lan ts .   That  has  no t  2 

come before  us .  3 

 Jus t  t o  le t  you  know,  one o f  t he  4 

recommenda t ions  tha t  had  been  made  a t  tha t  5 

Western  Bays  mee t ing  was  tha t  pe rhaps  someb ody  6 

f rom an env i ronmen ta l  g roup,  beyond on  the  board  7 

o f  t he  peop le  tha t  a re  mee t in g  i n  rega rd  to  these 8 

sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts ,  sa id  tha t  t hey  can  9 

express  the i r  concerns  as  to  i f  i t  does  go  10 

p r iva te  what  needs  to  be  done  to  p ro tec t  ou r  11 

wa te rways  and  to  make su re  tha t  the  sewage 12 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts  ope ra te  i n  acco rdance  w i th  s ta te  13 

l aw and fede ra l  law.  14 

 Th is  i s  no t  someth ing  tha t  we ' re ,  you 15 

know,  tu rn ing  a  deaf  - -  a  b l i nd  eye to .   Tha t  we  16 

a re  look ing  a t  t h i s  and we ' re  t r y ing  to  fo l l ow  i t  17 

up  as  much  as  we  can .  18 

 Bu t  I  a l so  want  to  po in t  ou t ,  you  know,  19 

tha t  as  you ta l ked  about  under  the  repub l ica ns .   20 

I  jus t  wan t  to  po in t  ou t  t o  you and everyon e  e lse  21 

tha t ,  yes ,  i t  was  under  the  repub l icans  som e 22 

vo tes  were  taken .   When one o f  t he  mos t  imp or tan t  23 

th ings  tha t  we d id  was  to  a l l oca te  and  make  su re  24 

tha t  t he  work  was done  a t  the  Bay Park  Sewa ge 25 
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T rea tmen t  P lan t ,  t o  f i na l l y  repa i r  a  l o t  o f  the  2 

damage  tha t  had  gone  on un f i xed  fo r  many ,  m any  3 

years ,  p r i o r  to  Ed  Mangano  tak ing  over .   An d  4 

a l so ,  even  though there  was a  lo t  d i scuss io n  5 

abou t  hav ing  the  Jones  Beach  Sewage Trea tme n t  6 

P lan t  b rough t  over  to  the  ou t f low p ipe  o f  t h e  7 

Cedar  Creek  Park .   I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  Ed  Manga no 8 

took  ove r ,  under  the  Repub l i can  Par t y ,  t ha t  9 

f i na l l y  the  work  has  been s ta r ted  and soon to  be  10 

comp le ted ,  t ha t  the  Jones Beach Sewage  T rea tment  11 

P lan t  w i l l  no t  be  pump ing ou t  in to  Zach ' s  B ay  12 

anymore ,  bu t  w i l l  go  to  the  ou t f low p ipe ,  a long 13 

w i th  Cedar  Creek .  14 

 I  th ink  tha t  I  wou ld  a lso  urge  you  to ,  15 

l i ke ,  look  a t  t he  reco rds  o f  eve rybody  here .   And 16 

maybe you may  no t  ag ree w i th  a l l  t he  vo tes  tha t  17 

we 've  taken,  bu t  I  have to  say  tha t  we 've  d one  a  18 

l o t  o f  good a l so  fo r  t h i s  cou n ty  and  espec ia l l y  19 

w i th  our  sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts .  20 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Thank  you ,  Leg is la to r  21 

Fo rd .   I  know tha t  you  and  a l so  Leg is la to r  22 

Denenberg  have been ve ry  ac t i ve  on  the  West e rn  23 

Bays .   I ' ve  been  to  many  o f  t hose meet ings .   And  24 

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  wonder fu l  t h ing ,  the  way the y ' re  25 
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s tudy ing ,  to  see  how we can improve ou r  bay s .   2 

However ,  i f  t h i s  becomes  a  p r i va te  sa le ,  th e re  i s  3 

no  guarantee  tha t  th is  new company  w i l l  tak e  any  4 

o f  t hose  i ssues  in to  cons ide ra t i on .   Why  wo u ld  5 

they  i nves t  money in  improv ing  our  bays  i f  6 

they ' re  no t  go ing  to  make pro f i t s  ou t  o f  i t ?   7 

I t ' s  p ro f i t  d r i ven .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    We ' re  no t  se l l i ng .   9 

I t ' s  no t  a  -  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Le t ' s  be  c lear .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    sa le  o f  t he  sewage 12 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts .  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I t ' s  no t  a  sa le .  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wha t  i t  i s  i s  t hey ' re  15 

- -  wha t  the  RFP is  i s  to  f ind  an  opera to r .   Once  16 

they  choose an  opera to r ,  t hen  the  coun ty  w i l l  17 

de te rm ine whe the r  o r  no t  t hey  w i l l  l ease  th e  18 

p roper ty .   The county  w i l l  no t  g ive  up  the  19 

p roper ty .   They  w i l l  con t i nue  ownersh ip  o f  t he  20 

Bay Park  Sewage  Trea tmen t  P lan t ,  t ha t  i s  21 

bas i ca l l y  wha t  has  been exp la ined to  us .   I t ' s  22 

the  same th ing ,  rega rd less .   And  i t ' s  no t  a  g i ven 23 

tha t  i t  i s  go ing  to  go  to  a  p r iva te  opera to r .   24 

Th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  we have  to  look  a t .   And 25 
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we  a re  go ing  to  have  hear ings  on  th i s .   We wan t  2 

to  make su re  tha t  we  fo l low ou r  due d i l i gen ce on  3 

someth ing  l i ke  th i s  because i t  does  impact  no t  4 

on ly  a l l  t he  res iden ts  i n  Nassau  County  bu t  a l so  5 

ou r  env i ronment ,  as  we l l .    6 

 Regard less  o f  whethe r  o r  no t  somebody is  7 

a  pub l ic  o r  p r i va te ,  t hey  wou ld  have  to  adh ere  to  8 

the  same laws ,  whe ther  o r  no t  you ' re  a  p r iv a te  9 

opera tor  o r  a  pub l ic  ope ra to r .   So ,  I  mean,  i t ' s  10 

no t  someth ing  tha t  we ' re  j us t  go ing  to  g ive  over  11 

to  somebody and  then  le t  t hem do  wha teve r  t hey  12 

want ,  i f  t hey  want  to  damage  the  Wes te rn  Ba ys .  13 

 We 've  inves ted  a  l o t  o f  t ime ,  money,  and  14 

e f fo r t  i n  c lean ing  up  ou r  sewage  t rea tment  p lan ts  15 

and t r y ing  to  endeavor  - -  and  even  work ing  w i th  16 

New York  S ta te  w i th  th is  TMDL s tudy ,  wh ich  we 17 

need  so  despera te l y .   We ' re  l ook ing  fo r  o th e r  18 

oppor tun i t ies  as  we l l ,  t o  make  sure  tha t  we  19 

fo l l ow  th rough.   I  t h ink  tha t  the  group in  the  20 

pas t  two  yea rs ,  espec ia l l y ,  has  done  a  l o t  more  21 

than  they ' ve  done.   We ' re  rea l l y  work ing  22 

toge ther .   Fo r  us ,  t he  i n ten t  i s  t ha t  we  do n ' t  go  23 

backwards ,  we  a lways  go  fo rward .  24 

 Regard less  o f  who owns  a  sewage t rea tmen t  25 
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p lan t  - -  I  mean ,  they  have  up  in  G len  Cove,  they  2 

have  - -  what  i s  i t ?   I  can ' t  t h ink  o f  the  sa me.   3 

Opera t ing  tha t .   Do we  have a  lo t  o f  v io la t i ons  4 

f rom them?  A re  they  opera t in g  i t  improper l y ?  5 

 MS.  BORECKY:    They  are  manag ing  i t .   6 

They ' re  no t  ope ra t ing .   There  are  s t i l l  cou n ty  7 

employees tha t  a re  do ing  the  work .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  s t i l l ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  9 

p r iva te  company  tha t ' s  manag ing  i t ,  co r rec t ?  10 

 MS.  BORECKY:    A  p r i va te  comp any  manag ing  11 

i s  a  who le  d i f f e ren t  s to ry .   Tha t ' s  no t  wha t  th i s  12 

cont rac t  i s  f o r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But ,  no  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   Ho ld  15 

on .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wha t  I 'm say ing  i s ,  17 

rega rd less  o f  who is  i t  - -  I  know we ' re  go in g  to  18 

have  hear ings .   Bu t  we  a re  go ing  to  make  su r e  19 

tha t  we fo l l ow th i s  th rough because we ' re  n o t  20 

go ing  to  s tep  backwards ,  we ' re  go ing  to  kee p  21 

mov ing  fo rwards .  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:   I 'm jus t  a f ra id  w i th  l oss  23 

o f  l oca l  con t ro l  how much say  we ' l l  ac tua l l y  24 

have .   Tha t ' s  why I  th ink  - -  I  hea r  you ' re  s ay ing  25 
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abou t  hear ings ,  bu t  I  want  them now and not  on  2 

the  day  the  dea l  i s  made .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    We ag ree on  tha t .  4 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Thank  you .  5 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  6 

l e t ' s  go .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  8 

wanted  to  thank  you fo r  be ing  down  here .   I  th ink  9 

every th ing  you sa id  i s  ex t reme ly  we l l  taken .   Why 10 

we  wou ld  spend pub l i c  money on  RFQs,  j us t  l i ke  we 11 

d id  RFQs to  come down to  an  opera tor  f o r  th e  bus .  12 

Then  wha t ' s  go ing  to  happen s ta r t i ng  tomorr ow,  13 

one opera tor  ou t  o f  th ree  is  go ing  to  be  cho sen 14 

and a  dea l  i s  go ing  to  be  nego t ia ted ,  jus t  l i ke  15 

we  d id  fo r  Veo l i a  fo r  the  bus .   A  dea l  i s  g o ing  16 

to  be  nego t ia ted ,  and the  2012  to  15  mul t i - y ea r  17 

f i sca l  p lan ,  ou r  budge t ,  re l i es  on  gap  c los ing  18 

ac t i ons  o f  se l l i ng  the  sewage  t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   19 

They  cou ld  say ,  we l l ,  i t ' s  a  concess ion  lea se or  20 

s imi la r  a r rangement ,  bu t  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  5 0  to  21 

99  yea rs ,  o r ,  acco rd ing  to  the  budge t  docum ent  22 

tha t  was  vo ted  on  by  the  majo r i t y ,  i t ' s  the  sa le ,  23 

t rans fer ,  o r  o ther  d ispos i t i on  i nvo lv ing  a l l  o r  24 

any  po r t ion  o f  t he  sys tem.   Now's  the  t ime fo r  25 
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the  hear ings ,  be fo re  Morgan S tan ley  was h i r ed  fo r  2 

ha l f  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs  to  come up w i th  a  co n t rac t  3 

tha t  t hen we ' l l  have  a  hear ing  on ly  once  on  the  4 

cont rac t  i t se l f .   You know wha t?   We 've  spe n t  too  5 

much  t ime.   The re ' s  been  too  much money a l l oca ted  6 

i n  cap i ta l  p lans .   You  saw how beh ind  we  ar e  on  7 

some o f  these .   Fo r  a l l  leg i s la to rs  to  i nve s t  the  8 

money to  t ry  to  c lean up  the  p lan ts .   Bu t  t he  9 

concep t  o f  a  p r i va te  opera to r  i s  c lear ly  go ing  to  10 

d r ive  the  pr i ce  up ;  i t  does  when  i t ' s  wa ter .   And 11 

i f  you ' re  vo t ing  fo r  Morgan S tan ley  and i f  you ' re  12 

vo t i ng  fo r  a  budge t  tha t  has  a  b i l l i on  do l l a rs  o r  13 

$500  m i l l i on  wor th  o f  gap c los ing  measures  by  one 14 

shots ,  t hen you ' re  showing  tha t  you want  to  15 

p r iva t ize  the  p lan t .   Now's  the  t ime  fo r  16 

hear ings .   To  say  come back ,  go  to  s leep ,  c ome 17 

back ,  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  se l l  the  p lan ts  ne x t  18 

year  i s  to  te l l  you  to  t ry  to  go  away,  keep  i t  19 

qu ie t .   Because  T im Su l l i van ,  who is  the  de puty  20 

coun ty  execu t ive ,  and I  have  h is  tes t imony,  he  21 

sa id  tha t  the  p lan  w i l l  come to  the  leg i s la t u re  22 

by  the  th i rd  qua r te r  o f  2012 ,  pe r iod .   And the  23 

more  you  read  tha t  t he  budge t  shor t fa l l s  a r e  24 

g row ing,  t he  more  they ' re  go ing  to  need th i s  gap  25 
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c los ing  measure  th is  yea r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thank you .   Ms .  4 

Borecky ,  how are  you?  5 

 MS.  BORECKY:   Okay .  6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  jus t  wan t  to  echo 7 

some o f  what  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  says  and k ind  o f  8 

d i sagree  w i th  what  my co l l eague,  Dave,  sa id ,  i n  9 

some ways .  10 

 I  th ink  tha t  you 've  go t  to  l ook  back  a t  11 

the  h i s to ry  o f  wha t  th is  l eg i s la tu re  and  th e  12 

cu r ren t  admin is t ra t i on  have ac tua l l y  done,  and  I  13 

th ink  you need to  g i ve  us  some,  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  14 

c red i t  because,  in  fac t ,  i n  fac t  t he  Bay  Pa rk  15 

P lan t ,  i t ' s  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  was  a  d i sas ter .   I t  16 

was a  to ta l  d i sas ter  and  I  don ' t  t h ink  anyon e 17 

says  any  d i f f e ren t ly .   I t  was  in  danger  o f  t o ta l  18 

co l l apse .   I t ' s  no t  any  more .   I t ' s  on  the  way  to  19 

recove ry .   We ' re  no t  about  to  jeopard i ze  th a t .   20 

That  i s  a  wonder fu l  reco rd .   I t ' s  a  t remend ous  21 

accomp l i shmen t  tha t  we 've  made  and  we ' re  no t  22 

go ing  to  j eopard ize  tha t .   We  want  to  move 23 

fo rward  w i th  tha t .  24 

 The o the r  th ing  tha t  I 'd  l i ke  to  po in t  25 
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ou t  i s  peop le  ough t  no t  to  be  a f ra id  o f  loo k ing  2 

a t  someth ing  tha t ' s  d i f f e ren t .   Someth ing  t ha t ' s  3 

d i f f e ren t  i s  unusua l ,  you ' ve  go t  t o  be  care fu l ,  4 

bu t  you do  need  to  l ook  a t  i t .   I f  you  go  a round  5 

the  coun t ry ,  th i s  i s  j us t  no t  an  unusua l  th ing .   6 

In  o ther  words  - -  e i ther  way ,  don ' t  m isunde rs tand 7 

and th ink  tha t  I 'm  p re judg ing  i t  and  say ing  tha t  8 

we  ought  to  se l l  i t .   I 'm s imp ly  say ing  tha t  some 9 

sewage  p lan ts  and o the r  pub l i c  u t i l i t i es  th a t  a re  10 

opera ted  by  p r i va te  opera tors ,  t hey  work .   11 

Somet imes they  don ' t  work .   Somet imes they  do  12 

work .   I t  depends who i t  i s .   I t  depends  wh a t  the  13 

cont rac t  says .   Somet imes a  p r iva te  opera to r  can  14 

do  th ings  be t te r ,  fas te r ,  and  cheaper  than a  15 

pub l ic  ope ra tor  can.   Somet imes they ' l l  - -  a nd ,  16 

by  the  way ,  wha t  you  do  is  you  pu t  per fo rma nce  17 

guaran tees  i n to  a  cont rac t ,  and pe r fo rmance  18 

guaran tees  have  f i nanc ia l  incent ives  and  19 

f i nanc ia l  pena l t ies  to  make su re  tha t  i t  wo rks  20 

r i gh t .   There ' s  no th ing  tha t  d r i ves  a  pr iva t e  21 

opera tor  be t te r  than  f inanc ia l  i ncen t i ves  a nd 22 

pena l t ies .  23 

 So ,  a l l  I 'm sugges t ing  to  you  is  tha t  24 

you ' re  cor rec t  i n  be ing  concerned.   You ' re  25 
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co r rec t  in  wa tch ing .   You ' re  cor rec t  i n  wan t ing  2 

to  make su re  tha t  th is  ge ts  done  r igh t .   Bu t  I  am 3 

fu r the r  suggest ing  tha t  g i ve  i t  a  l i t t le  t i me and 4 

wa tch  the  process  un fo ld ,  and  t rus t  tha t  we ' re  5 

go ing  to  make  t remendous  p rog ress ,  t ha t  we ' re  6 

go ing  to  make  more  p rogress  and no t  le t  wha t  7 

we 've  a l ready  done  go to  was te .  8 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Leg is la to r  Kop e l ,  t hank  9 

you.   Bu t  I ' d  l i ke  to  le t  you  know tha t  I ' v e  done 10 

a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  research .   Somet imes  peop le  th ink  11 

tha t  t he  p r i va te  en terpr ises  can  do  i t  be t t e r ,  12 

bu t  ac tua l  reco rds  show tha t  t hey  haven ' t .    13 

 I n  fac t ,  t he  ve ry  c la im tha t  Morgan 14 

S tan ley  makes  o f  bo th  do ing  a  dea l  be tween 15 

Ind ianapo l is  was  a  dea l  tha t  I nd ianapo l i s ,  t he  16 

C i ty  o f  Ind ianapo l is  t ook  back  the i r  water  f rom 17 

Veo l ia  because i t  d idn ' t  work  ou t .   The ver y  dea l  18 

tha t  t hey ' re  ta l k ing  about  i s  pub l ic iz ing  t he i r  19 

wa te r  f rom the  p r i va te  company  tha t ' s  one o f  t he  20 

b idders  tha t  fa i led  them.  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    You ' re  ta l k ing  about  22 

the  bus  cont rac t  now?  23 

 MS.  BORECKY:    No.  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Veo l ia?  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    I 'm  ta l k ing  about  sewage 2 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts  i n  Ind ianapo l is .   The  very  3 

example  tha t  Morgan Stan ley  uses  as  the i r  s uccess  4 

s to ry  was tak ing  back  pe r fec t  wa te r  f rom a  5 

p r iva te  company ,  Veo l i a ,  one  o f  the  b idders .   I  6 

can g i ve  you  s to r i es  about  the  o ther  two  b i dde rs  7 

as  we l l .  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    You ' re  comple te l y  9 

r i gh t ,  by  the  way,  when you s ay  tha t  somet im es  10 

p r iva te  opera to rs  don ' t  do  a  good job .   I  c an  11 

a l so  te l l  you  tha t  pub l i c  ope ra tors  somet im es do  12 

a  bad job ,  and the  p roo f  i s  r i gh t  over  here  in  13 

ou r  own p lan ts .   They  d id  a  te r r ib le  j ob .   So,  14 

you know,  we 've  go t  to  be  ca re fu l ;  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  15 

the  on ly  l esson  tha t  we need  to  learn .   16 

 Pub l ic  ope ra tors  can  do  a  te r r ib le  j ob .   17 

P r iva te  opera to rs  can do  a  wonder fu l  j ob ,  a nd 18 

v i ce  versa .   We 've  j us t  go t  t o  be  ca re fu l ,  and  we 19 

w i l l  be  ca re fu l .  20 

 MS.  BORECKY:   I  th ink  we  jus t  need  pub l i c  21 

overs igh t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Fo r  su re .  23 

 MS.  BORECKY:    These  sewage t rea tmen t  24 

p lan ts  were  b lue  r ibbon p lan ts  a t  one t ime.   Yes ,  25 
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they  were  le t  go .   And  I  t hank  you  fo r  f i x i ng  2 

tha t  Bay  Park  a rea .   Thanks  to  our  S ludge 3 

S toppers  fo r  b r i ng ing  i t  t o  your  a t ten t i on  w hen 4 

i t  was  l eak ing  fo r  e igh t  mon ths  w i thou t  any body 5 

know ing abou t  i t ,  wh ich  is  ano ther  i ssue  ab out  6 

the  R igh t  to  Know Sp i l l  B i l l .  7 

 The po in t  i s  p r i va t i za t i on  i sn ' t  a lways  8 

the  answer .   The  pub l i c  eye ' s  on  wha t ' s  hap pen ing  9 

i s  t he  way  to  go ,  tha t ' s  wha t  I  be l i eve .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you  ve ry  much.   12 

Jus t  s tay  tuned .   And as  the  p rocess  moves 13 

fo rward  and the  i t em h i t s  the  leg i s la tu re  t here  14 

w i l l  be  hear ings .   We look  fo rward  to  your  i nput .  15 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I ' d  l i ke  hear ings  be fore  16 

i t  r eaches  the  l eg is la tu re .   I ' d  l i ke  them n ow,  17 

i n  the  p rocess .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     Bu t  we ' l l  have them 19 

when  we have  them.  20 

 Okay .   John Webber .  21 

 MR.  WEBBER:    Thank you.   My  name's  John  22 

Webber .   I  wo rk  fo r  the  Sur f  R ider  Foundat i on ,  23 

wh ich  is  a  coas ta l  env i ronmen ta l  g roup .   And  I ,  24 

too ,  am he re  because  hundreds  o f  our  member s  i n  25 
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Nassau  County  a re  concerned w i th  the  sewage  2 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts .   And  o f  cou rse ,  most  o f  t hem 3 

a re  work ing  a t  t h i s  hour ,  so  I  am speak ing  on  4 

the i r  beha l f .  5 

 Th is  concerns  ou r  o rgan iza t i on  because  i t  6 

was one o f  ou r  members  tha t  v ideotaped ,  ou t  o f  7 

h i s  l i v i ng  room window,  v ideo taped  the  hor r i b le  8 

fa i l u res  o f  t he  Bay Park  Sewage Trea tmen t  P lan t  9 

and pu t  those  i l lega l ,  c r im ina l  d i scha rges  o f  raw 10 

sewage  on You-Tube .   So,  wh i l e  my organ iza t i on  11 

wou ld  say  we  wou ld  be  the  f i r s t  to  say  yes ,  the  12 

admin i s t ra t i on  took  ac t i on  and  f i xed  i t ,  th a t  13 

wou ldn ' t  have  happened  un less  i t  was  one  o f  my  14 

members  w i th  a  v ideo  camera  tha t  t ook  tha t  ac t ion  15 

and pu t  tha t  up  on  You  Tube.   Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  16 

you ment ioned  i t ,  and Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  you  17 

ment ioned i t ,  and don ' t  th ink  tha t  wou ld 've  18 

happened  un less  one o f  my members  pu t  tha t  up  on  19 

You Tube .    20 

 And the  same pe rson,  as  we l l  as  myse l f ,  21 

have  been go ing  to  these  mee t ings  o f  t he  We s te rn  22 

Bays  work ing  group ;  a t tended  by  coun ty  o f f i c ia ls ,  23 

represen ta t i ves  o f  t he  admin i s t ra t ion .   No less  24 

than  ha l f  a  dozen peop le  tha t  a re  s i t t ing  u p  25 
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there  have  come to  these  mee t ings  over  the  l as t  2 

year .   Never  has  th i s  - -  un t i l  t he  very  las t  3 

meet ing  - -  t h i s  p lan  to  poss ib ly  l ease  the  s ewage 4 

t rea tmen t  p lan ts  has  never  been ment ioned.   We ' re  5 

ta lk ing  abou t  the  Western  Bays .   We ' re  ta lk ing  6 

abou t  the  hea l th  o f  the  bays .   We ' re  ta l k in g  7 

abou t  Bay  Park .   We ' re  ta l k ing  about  a l l  th a t  8 

s tu f f .   We ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  Sp i l l  B i l l .   I t ' s  9 

neve r  ment ioned .   So  my ques t ion  i s  why a l l  the  10 

secrecy?   Why  do  we have  a l l  t he  sec recy  ab out  11 

th is  po ten t i a l  l ease?  12 

 I t  sounds l i ke  i t  was  in  a  budge t  tha t  13 

was approved .   Sounds l i ke  you ' re  coun t ing  on  the  14 

revenue.   Sounds  l i ke  i t ' s  a lmos t  a  done  de a l .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   What  do  16 

you mean  sec recy?  17 

 MR.  WEBBER:    What  I  j us t  exp la ined,  18 

Leg is la to r  Schmi t t .   We 've  been go ing  to  th ese  19 

Western  Bay mee t ings ,  been  hav ing  these mee t ings  20 

fo r  a  year ,  t a l k ing  abou t  the  Western  Bays ,  21 

ta lk ing  abou t  - -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  has  been l i s ted  23 

i n  the  mul t i -yea r  p lan .   I t ' s  been  - -  I  mean ,  24 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  i t  now.   I t ' s  been  out  t he re  25 
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and d i scussed .   There ' s  no  sec re ts  here  tha t  i t ' s  2 

be ing  looked  a t .   The Morgan  S tan ley  con t ra c t  3 

ta lks  abou t  i t .    4 

 MR.  WEBBER:    R igh t .   So  my p o in t  i s  a t  5 

the  Western  Bay  meet ings  tha t ' s  a t tended  by  6 

coun ty  o f f i c i a l s ,  tha t  knew tha t  t h i s  was i n  the  7 

works ,  i t  was  neve r  ment ioned  un t i l  i t  was  i n  8 

Newsday ,  and  the  documen ts  tha t  you jus t  9 

re fe renced  were  in  b rought  to  the  l i gh t  o f  day .   10 

That 's  a l l  I 'm say ing .   We ' re  hav ing  these 11 

meet ings  abou t  the  bays  and nobody  eve r  men t ioned 12 

th is .  13 

 S ince  you brough t  up  Morgan S tan ley .   My  14 

ques t ion  i s  why  is  Morgan Stan ley  ge t t ing  p a id  15 

$100 ,000  a  quar te r  t o  fac i l i t a te  a  dea l  tha t  16 

nobody 's  had  the  oppor tun i ty  to  comment  on  y e t?   17 

I  jus t  hea rd ,  you know,  th rough the  prev iou s  18 

speaker  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  have  hear ings  w hen  we 19 

have  hear ings .   Bu t ,  i n  ou r  op in ion ,  t he re  shou ld  20 

have  been hear ings  be fore  we ' re  even  d iscus s ing  21 

the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  pu t t i ng  ou t  t hese  RFQs.   I t  22 

seems l i ke  i t ' s  gone  the  o the r  way  a round.  23 

 The f i rs t  speaker  f rom the  cons t ruc t ion  24 

assoc ia t ion ,  based  on what  he  sa id  I ' ve  go t  to  25 
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ask  th is  ques t i on .   D id  Morgan  S tan ley  ge t  pa id  2 

th is  qua r te r?   They  go t  pa id .   Okay .   So  i t  3 

sounds  a  l o t  to  me  l i ke  the  g uys  who  wear  ha rd  4 

ha ts  and  cons t ruc t ion  boots ,  t hey ' re  no t  ge t t i ng  5 

pa id ,  bu t  the  Wa l l  S t ree t  bankers  are  ge t t i ng  6 

pa id .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The f i nanc ia l  8 

b reakdown o f  the  county  tha t  was  exp la ined a t  9 

g rea t  leng th  when we  were  d i scuss ing  the  10 

s i tua t ion  w i th  Mr .  Herbs t ,  t he  money  fo r  h i s  11 

peop le  i s  bonded  money .   They ' re  wa i t i ng  fo r  i t  12 

to  be  approved by  NIFA.   I t ' s  bonded .   The money  13 

f rom Morgan S tan ley  comes ou t  o f  ope ra t i ng  funds .   14 

That  means  you jus t  wr i t e  a  check  and g i ve  i t  to  15 

them because  i t ' s  s i t t ing  in  the  bank .  16 

 MR.  WEBBER:    I  unders tand .   My po in t  i s  17 

peop le  o f  the  coun ty  shou ld  ge t  a  chance  to  ta lk  18 

abou t  th is ,  t h i s  concept  o f  l eas ing  these p lan ts  19 

be fo re  these  RFPs went  ou t  and  be fore  any  o f  t h i s  20 

happened .   That ' s  a l l .   21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    To  the  Cha i r ,  22 

ques t ion  to  you .   Mr .  Schmi t t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Be fo re  Sep tember  25 
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when  we go t  a  copy  o f  the  2012-15 mu l t i - yea r  2 

f i nanc ia l ,  I ,  pe rsona l ly ,  and  no  one  in  my caucus  3 

knew tha t  the  coun ty  had  engaged  Morgan Sta n ley  4 

as  a  se l f - s ided  adv i so r  to  ass is t  in  eva lua t ing  a  5 

pub l ic /p r i va te  par tnersh ip .   A re  you  say ing  you 6 

knew fo r  t he  las t  year?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m no t  su re  when I  8 

knew.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  can  ce r ta in l y  10 

say  tha t  i t  came as  a  su rp r i se  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm su re  i t  was  12 

be fo re  you ,  bu t  I 'm - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    to  eve ry  member  14 

o f  my caucus .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    when  I  knew.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  you  knew 17 

be fo re  me,  i t  j us t  goes  to  show tha t  I  wou l d  18 

ag ree then  w i th  Mr .  Webber ;  t ha t  be fore  suc h  a  19 

monumenta l  dec i s ion ' s  be ing  made  and  someon e 's  20 

engaged to  conduct  i n  a  se l f - s ided  adv is ing  to  21 

ass i s t  on  a  pub l ic /p r i va te  pa r tnersh ip ,  the  22 

pub l ic  shou ld  know and  we shou ld  have hear i ngs .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any th ing  e lse?  24 

 MR.  WEBBER:    No .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  2 

 John  Jaronczyk .  3 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    Good a f te rnoon,  Mr .  4 

Schmi t t  and lad ies  and  gen t lemen  o f  the  5 

l eg i s la tu re .   I  don ' t  know i f  a l l  o f  you  ar e  6 

aware  o f  t h i s .   On  January  9  I  a t tempted  to  7 

address  the  Pub l ic  Safe ty  Commi t tee .   I  was  no t  8 

a l lowed to  do  tha t  a t  tha t  t ime.   So  the  re ason 9 

why I  am here  now is  on  January  12  they  dem oted 10 

30  cor rec t ion  co rpora l s  a t  t he  cor rec t iona l  11 

center .    12 

 Now,  th i s  i s  no t  about  sa la ry .   Th is  i s  13 

no t  abou t  the  money those co r rec t i on  corpor a ls  14 

a re  ou t .   Th is  i s  abou t  the  s a fe ty  a t  the  j a i l .   15 

Now,  to  you,  I  don ' t  know i f  you  unders tand  what  16 

demot ing  30  f ron t l ine  superv i sors  means in  a  17 

co r rec t i ona l  type  fac i l i t y .   I n  the  mean t im e ,  I  18 

wro te  a  le t te r  t o  Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  who is  the  19 

cha i rman  o f  t he  Pub l ic  Safe ty  Commi t tee ,  and  I  20 

cc 'd  eve ry  l eg i s la to r  jus t  t o  c lea r l y  show the  21 

i ssues  we have w i th  these demot ions .    22 

 Now,  the  nex t  day  a f te r  the  demot ions  ou r  23 

un ion  was in  cou r t .   We be l i eve  the  demot io ns  24 

were  done i l l ega l l y  and un lawfu l l y ,  and tha t ' s  an  25 
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i ssue to  be  dec ided by  a  j udg e  fo r  a  d i f fe re n t  2 

day .   Bu t  wha t  I 'm  here  today  to  show you i s  the  3 

p rob lems  tha t  a re  a t  t he  j a i l  r i gh t  now,  an d  4 

you ' ve  heard  a  l o t  o f  them be fore ,  bu t  t he  5 

p rob lems  abou t  secur i t y  a t  t he  j a i l  now.  6 

 Now,  on  any  g iven day  there ' s  anywhere  7 

f rom 17 to  19  hous ing  areas  tha t  requ i re  co rpo ra l  8 

superv is ion .   S ince  January  12  we have  had ten .   9 

So ,  every  day  there ' s  seven o r  e igh t  hous in g  i n  10 

the  areas  tha t  have no  f ron t l i ne  superv i sor  11 

work ing  there .   Now tha t ' s  f o r  one  tou r .   Fo r  the  12 

day  i t ' s  14  o r  16  areas  tha t  a re  no t  superv i sed 13 

by  a  corpo ra l .   When  we ' re  a t  max imum capac i ty ,  14 

there ' s  21  hous ing  a reas  tha t  we  have a t  th e  15 

j a i l .   Aga in ,  t hen  we ' l l  be  shor t  11  corpor a ls  a t  16 

tha t  po in t .    17 

 And I 'm no t  here  to  beat  up  the  sher i f f .   18 

I ’m no t  he re  to  beat  up  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Ma ngano .    19 

I  unders tand  eve ryone has  a  j ob  to  do .   But  they  20 

a l so  have a  j ob  to  do  to  run  the  j a i l  sa fe l y  fo r  21 

the  o f f i ce rs ,  f o r  the  inmates ,  and  fo r  t he  22 

v i s i to rs  tha t  come the re .  23 

 Now,  s ince  2009  we 've  had ove r  a  ten  24 

pe rcen t  reduc t i on  in  cor rec t i on  o f f i ce rs  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  110  Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

s ta f f i ng .   Our  headcount  has  gone down 10 2 

pe rcen t .   S ince  2009 ,  we 've  had a  40  percen t  3 

reduc t ion  in  f ron t l i ne  superv i so rs  i n  co rpo ra l s .   4 

I t  doesn ' t  t ake  a  rocket  sc ien t i s t  t o  f i gur e  ou t  5 

tha t  i f  i t  norma l l y  cos ts  you  $100  to  f i l l  u p  6 

your  gas  tank  and you can go  200  m i les  fo r  t he  7 

week ,  i f  you  on ly  pay  $60 you ' re  no t  go ing  to  ge t  8 

tha t  same 200  m i les  ou t  o f  t ha t  $60 wor th  o f  gas ;  9 

i t ' s  no  d i f f e ren t  w i th  superv i s ion  a t  the  j a i l .   10 

I f  you  reduce  the  superv isors  by  40  pe rcent ,  11 

you ' ve  l essened  secu r i ty  a t  t he  ja i l .    12 

 I  know County  Execut ive  Mangano had h i s  13 

spokeswoman say  tha t  we ' re  j us t  be ing  s i l l y  and 14 

ch i l d i sh  and  superv i s ion  has  no t  been reduc ed.   15 

Bu t  I 'm no t  here  to  te l l  you  i t  has .   I t  16 

abso lu te ly  has .  17 

 A l l  o f  t h i s  was  fo r  a  to ta l  s a la ry  18 

sav ings  o f  j us t  over  $214,000 .   So  r igh t  no w th i s  19 

l eg i s la tu re  vo ted  to  app rove  these  demot ion s  to  20 

save  $214,000  wor th  o f  money ,  fo r  30  corpor a ls .   21 

I t ' s  no t  a  l o t  o f  money.   One  lawsu i t  and t ha t ' s  22 

gone  exponen t ia l l y .   And  i t ' s  happened  befo r e  in  23 

the  pas t .   I n  the  ea r l y  1990 's  they  t r ied  t o  cu t  24 

co rners  a t  t he  j a i l .   They  had  one  o f f i cer  pa t ro l  25 
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two observa t i on  t i e rs  and tha t  saved  money a t  the  2 

t ime ,  un t i l  an  i nmate  was assau l ted  by  anot her  3 

i nmate .   The  o f f i cer  was  on  the  o the r  t i e r ,  and 4 

tha t  i nmate  was  awarded $900 ,000 .   So the  m oney 5 

they  were  look ing  to  save in  1992,  they  pa i d  back  6 

ten fo ld .   Th i s  i s  no  d i f fe ren t .  7 

 I 'm ask ing  you to  re th ink  you r  dec is ion  8 

abou t  the  co rpo ra l s .   Now I  know wha t  the  9 

answer 's  go ing  to  be .   I 'm  no t  ho ld ing  my b rea th .   10 

I 'm jus t  t e l l ing  you  you  don ' t  rea l i ze  what ' s  11 

happened  a t  t ha t  j a i l .  12 

 So  fa r ,  year  to  da te ,  jus t  t h i s  month  13 

a lone,  t oday ' s  January  30 ,  we 've  a l ready  ha d  an  14 

inmate  homic ide  a t  t he  fac i l i t y .   That  was be fore  15 

the  demot ions .   They  s ta r ted  o f f  t he  weak w i th  an  16 

i nmate  homic ide  and they  ended  the  week by  17 

demot ing  30  f ron t l ine  superv i sors ,  t o  save 18 

$214 ,000 .   That  doesn ' t  make  much sense to  19 

anybody.  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 21 

exp i red .  22 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    Thank  you  ve ry  much .  23 

 They 've  a l ready  had 20  uses  o f  f o rce  by  24 

s ta f f  to  s top  i nmates '  agg ress ive  and lawfu l  25 
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ac t i ons .   They ' ve  had a t  l eas t  25  o f f i ce rs  2 

sus ta in ing  i n ju r ies  in  per fo rmance  o f  the i r  3 

du t i es  as  co r rec t i on  o f f i cers .   Th is  pas t  F r iday  4 

a lone an  o f f i ce r  was  assau l ted  a t  the  ga teh ouse 5 

by  an  ex - inmate  who was there  to  pos t  ba i l .   And  6 

he 's  pos t i ng  ba i l  fo r  a  cu r ren t l y  inca rcera ted  7 

pe rson .   Now,  the  ga tehouses  a re  opened 24 hours ,  8 

seven days  a  week,  365  days  a  year .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cou ld  you  wrap  up ,  10 

p lease?  11 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    No prob lem,  Leg is la to r  12 

Schmi t t .    13 

 Bu t ,  un for tunate ly ,  on ly  dur ing  the  40  14 

hours  o f  t he  cu r ren t  v is i t ing  are  the  ga teh ouses  15 

doub led  up ,  where  there  are  two o f f i ce rs  th e re .   16 

So  fo r  76  pe rcen t  o f  t he  t ime  tha t  ga tehous e  17 

o f f i ce r  i s  by  h imse l f .   They  a re  a l l ow ing  p eop le  18 

to  come in  24  hours  a  day ,  seven  days  a  wee k  to  19 

pos t  ba i l  o r  to  pu t  money on  inmate ' s  accou n t ,  20 

bu t  the  o f f i cer  i s  t he re  by  h imse l f .   We  ha d  ove r  21 

40 ,000  peop le  come and  v is i t  t he  j a i l  las t  yea r ,  22 

and you add to  tha t  number  the  l i s t  o f  peop le  23 

pos t ing  ba i l s  and dropp ing  o f f  money  and  you  have 24 

a  lo t  more  v i s i t o rs  a t  t he  j a i l .   You ' ve  go t  one  25 
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o f f i ce r  a lone ,  vu lne rab le  to  un lawfu l  v i s i t o rs  2 

and you can see  why there  are  prob lems  a t  t he  3 

j a i l .  4 

 Th is  i s  no t  abou t  sa la ry .   I t ' s  abou t  5 

sa fe ty .   A l l  these  moves  were  done  to  save 6 

$214 ,000 .   I t  doesn ' t  make  sense .  7 

 L i ke  I  sa id ,  I  cc 'd  everyone  a  copy  o f  8 

the  le t te r .   I  met  w i th  Leg is la to r  Dunne .   I  met  9 

w i th  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .   I  me t  w i th  a  lo t  o f  10 

l eg i s la to rs  up  here .   I 'm a lways  here  to  ta l k  11 

abou t  i t .   I 'm no t  here  to  bea t  up  Sher i f f  12 

Sposato .   I ’m  no t  he re  to  bea t  up  Coun ty  13 

Execut ive  Mangano.   Bu t  they  have a  du ty  an d  an  14 

ob l i ga t i on  to  run  tha t  j a i l  sa fe ly ,  and tha t ' s  15 

no t  be ing  done.  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    18 

 You ' re  ask ing  us  to  recons ide r  our  19 

dec i s ion  to  demote  those  corpo ra ls .   Tha t  w as no t  20 

ou r  dec i s ion .   Tha t  was no t  a  dec i s ion  made  by  21 

th is  l eg is la tu re .   Tha t  was a  dec i s ion  made  on  22 

the  second  f l oo r  i n  the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  the  23 

coun ty  execu t ive  and  h is  peop le ,  and  you  sh ou ld  24 

be  ask ing  them to  recons ider .   25 
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 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Through  - -  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Audrey  Mames .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     I  j us t  wanted  to  4 

s t ra igh ten  ou t  one  par t  o f  wha t  John  had  5 

ment ioned.    6 

 John ,  jus t  t o  have  i t  on  reco rd .   When  7 

tha t  p r i soner  was k i l l ed  on  a  Sa tu rday ,  tha t  8 

Monday  you  came in  to  speak,  no t  knowing  wha t  you 9 

were  go ing  to  say  - -  and  hav ing  to  be  in  th e  10 

pos i t i on  where  we have  to  p ro tec t  Nassau  Co unty  -11 

-  no t  know ing what  you  were  g o ing  to  say .   T wo  12 

reason  tha t  I  wasn ' t  ab le  to  hea r  what  you had  to  13 

say  a t  t ha t  mee t ing .   We l l ,  t h ree  reasons.    14 

 One.   We go on  wha t  the  agenda  i s  and 15 

tha t ' s  i t ,  un less  there ' s  someth ing  I  want  and  I  16 

b r ing  you up  to  ques t i on  you  on .   That 's  on e .  17 

 Two.   That  young  guy  was  murde red on  18 

Sa tu rday  and  he re  i t  was  Monday.   I  d idn ' t  know 19 

i f  you  were  go ing  to  say  someth ing  on  the  re co rd  20 

tha t  cou ld  pu t  us  in  a  bad  l i gh t  i f  we  a re  sued.   21 

That  morn ing  on  News  12 the  mo ther  sa id  she  was 22 

go ing  to  sue  us .   So  I  d idn ' t  want  any th ing  to  go  23 

on  record  tha t  cou ld  hur t  the  coun ty .   Your  no t  24 

know ing or  my  ask ing  a  ques t ion  cou ld  have h ur t  25 
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ou r  chances  i f ,  in  t he  event ,  there  is  2 

l i t i ga t i on .    3 

 Number  th ree .   I  wan ted the  en t i re  4 

l eg i s la tu re  to  be  he re  to  hea r  wha t  you had  to  5 

say ,  and  I 'm  g lad  we  d id .   Wha t  you d id  say  6 

i n te res ts  a l l  o f  us ,  no t  j us t  the  few tha t ' s  on  7 

tha t  commi t tee .   So i t ' s  very  impor tan t  tha t  you  8 

speak to  the  en t i re  leg i s la tu re  and g i ve  us  your  9 

fee l ings  o f  wha t 's  go ing  on  i n  the  j a i l  in  you r  10 

eyes .   So tha t ' s  t he  reason why I  d idn ' t  ha ve you 11 

speak a t  t ha t  pub l ic  commi t tee ,  the  pub l ic  sa fe ty  12 

commi t tee .  13 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   I  apprec ia te  tha t ,  14 

Leg is la to r  Dunne .   And  jus t  f o r  the  reco rd ,  I  15 

to ld  you  tha t  day  and I  to ld  you  s ince  we m et ,  I  16 

was no t  there  to  ta l k  abou t  the  inmate  homi c ide  17 

tha t  happened  a t  t he  j a i l  because i t  was  s t i l l  18 

be ing  inves t i ga ted  by  the  proper  au tho r i t ies  and  19 

I  was  no t  go ing  to  comment  on  someth ing  tha t  was  20 

s t i l l  under  i nves t iga t ion .   Bu t  I  was  there  to  21 

ta lk  about  the  impend ing  demot ions  o f  the  22 

co rpora l s  and  the  pub l ic  sa fe ty  i ssues  we h ave  a t  23 

tha t  j a i l ,  and tha t ' s  what  I  was  ta l k ing  ab out .  24 

 And they  s ta r ted  o f f  t ha t  week  w i th  an  25 
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inmate  homic ide ,  and  they  ended tha t  same w eek  by  2 

demot ing  13  corpora l s ,  wh ich  to  me  i s  as in i ne .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    John,  I  j us t  want  to  4 

say  someth ing .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I ’m  sor ry .    7 

 F i rs t  p lace ,  I  can ' t  be l ieve  wha t  I ' ve  8 

j us t  hea rd .   Cer ta in ly ,  a t  eve ry  commi t tee  9 

meet ing  there  shou ldn ’ t  be  - -  we  shou ld  no t  be  10 

censor ing  the  peop le  tha t  wan t  to  ge t  up  an d  11 

speak to  us .   I f  someth ing  i s  touched upon dur ing  12 

a  comment  tha t  we don ' t  have to  exchange  ide as  on  13 

i t  and  we cou ld  say  we 'd  l i ke  to  say  tha t  t ha t ' s  14 

no t  the  proper  p lace  to  d i scuss  th is .  15 

 I  fee l  bad ly  fo r  you .   I  f ee l  bad ly  fo r  16 

anyone  out  t here  who  gets  up  to  speak.   And  we ' re  17 

go ing  to  be  the  censors  o f  whe ther  we th ink  you 18 

shou ld  speak  or  no t .   Le t  me  te l l  you ,  t her e  19 

i sn ' t  a  commi t tee  meet ing  tha t  goes  on  here  tha t  20 

i s  no t  open to  the  pub l i c ,  and  somet imes  I  t h ink  21 

we  fo rge t  tha t .   I  apo log ize .   I  apo log ize .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    John,  than k  you .   I  24 

j us t  wan t  c la r i f i ca t ion .   I  don ' t  know i f  I  heard  25 
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you proper ly .   When you ta lk  about  the  o f f i ces ,  2 

the  guard  shack  - -  3 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   The ga tehouse .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    The  ga tehouse .   I 'm  5 

so r ry .   In  the  pas t  there  had  a lways  been t wo 6 

o f f i ce rs  i n  tha t  gua rdhouse and now there 's  jus t  7 

one?  8 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   There  were  add i t iona l  9 

pa t ro l  veh ic les  and add i t i ona l  ga tehouse  o f f i cers  10 

tha t  were  the re .   Now i t ' s  down to  one  o f f i cer .   11 

And du r ing  the  v is i t ing  hours  there ' s  two 12 

o f f i ce rs  the re .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Jus t  the  t wo.  14 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   I t ' s  been in te rm i t ten t ly  15 

one and two o f f i ce rs .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    You  sa id  the  v i s i t i ng  17 

hours  is  24  hours  a  day  - -  18 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    No,  no .   The  v i s i t i ng  19 

hours  are  no t  24  hours  a  day .   The  ja i l  has  to  20 

accept  anyone  who is  pos t i ng  a  ba i l  24  hours  a  21 

day .  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .  23 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    So even  when  v i s i t i ng  i s  24 

c losed  and  tha t  o f f i ce r  i s  by  h imse l f ,  some one  25 
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cou ld  come and pos t  ba i l  t o  ba i l  ou t  ano the r  2 

i nca rcera ted  pe rson.   As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  wha t  3 

happened  on Fr iday ,  even  thou gh i t  d id  happe n 4 

du r ing  v is i t i ng  hours ,  i t  was  no t  a  v i s i to r  go ing  5 

i n .   I t  was  someone go ing  to  t ry  to  pos t  ba i l ,  6 

and he  assau l ted  the  o f f i cer .   So  had tha t  been 7 

done  when the re  was on ly  one  o f f i cer  t he re ,  i t  8 

cou ld  lead  to  a  more  ser ious  p rob lem.  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So then  the  o f f i cer  10 

wou ld  be  i n  the  ga tehouse.  11 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   Cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  i f  the re ' s  on ly  13 

one and somebody  wan ts  to  come in  to  pos t  b a i l ,  14 

does  he  have  to  leave h i s  pos t  t o  b r ing  tha t  15 

pe rson  the re  or  he  j us t  le ts  them in?  16 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    He doesn ' t  have  to  leave 17 

h i s  pos t ,  bu t  he 's  by  h imse l f  ou t  there .   T hat 's  18 

rea l l y  t he  i ssue .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you ,  22 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r .  23 

 John ,  I  th ink  we  a l l  have to  take  ve ry  24 

se r ious l y  the  concerns  tha t  you ' re  b r i ng ing  to  25 
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us .   When we  f i r s t  hea rd  abou t  the  demot ion s  many 2 

o f  us  he re  expressed  tha t  concern .   And I  3 

unders tand  tha t  there  are  t remendous  budget  4 

cha l lenges  tha t  we ' re  fac ing  tha t  the  county  5 

execut ive  is  work ing  very  ha rd  to  address  t hem.   6 

Bu t  when  i t  comes to  pub l i c  sa fe ty ,  when  i t  comes 7 

to  the  sa fe ty  o f  our  o f f i cers ,  I  don ' t  t h in k  8 

there ' s  room to  p lay  w i th  tha t .    9 

 I  know tha t  t he  mino r i ty  caucus  d id  vo te  10 

aga ins t  tha t .   So  to  say  tha t  we  had  no th ing  to  11 

do  w i th  i t  I  th ink  i s  - -  t ha t ' s  why we  have  a  12 

sys tem o f  checks  and  ba lances .   The execut i ve  13 

makes one recommenda t ion  and  i t ' s  up  to  us  to  14 

e i ther  suppor t  i t  o r  no t  suppor t  i t .   C lear l y  i t  15 

was suppor ted  by  more  peop le  than wasn ' t  and  16 

tha t ' s  why  i t  was  pu t  in to  p lace .  17 

 I ’m concerned  abou t  i t .   I  t h ink  i t ' s  18 

someth ing  we  do  need  to  address .   I 'm so  g l ad  19 

tha t  you ' re  coming  to  us ,  so  tha t  no  one  ca n  eve r  20 

say  we  d idn ' t  know.   We know,  you ' re  te l l in g  us .  21 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   Leg is la to r  Boswor th ,  my 22 

po in t  he re ,  aga in ,  and  I ' ve  sa id  th i s  th ree  t imes 23 

a l ready .   I 'm  no t  he re  to  bea t  up  Sher i f f  24 

Sposato ,  and  I 'm  not  here  to  bea t  up  County  25 
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Execut ive  Mangano,  bu t  t hey  have  a  du ty  and  an  2 

ob l i ga t i on  to  run  a  sa fe  j a i l .   Now,  i f  we don ' t  3 

l earn  f rom the  m is takes  o f  ou r  pas t ,  we ' re  doomed 4 

to  repea t  them.   I f  we  don ' t  see  the  warn in g  5 

caut ion  l i gh ts  and  we igno re  them,  wha t ' s  g o ing  6 

to  happen?   Peop le  d idn ' t  heed  the  warn ings  o f  7 

the  c r ime lab  and look  a t  the  prob lems  ther e .   8 

I 'm jus t  here  t r y ing  to  te l l  you  tha t  we  ha ve a  9 

l o t  o f  p rob lems  a t  t ha t  ja i l  and  peop le  sho u ld  be  10 

pay ing  a t ten t ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    And  I  t h ink  you ' re  12 

do ing  tha t  admi rab ly .   Thank  you .  13 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:   Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  a  qu i ck  16 

comment .   17 

 You d id  say  on  the  record  when  you  were  18 

he re  - -  and I 'm  read ing  i t  on  the  reco rd ,  t h a t  19 

you were  no t  the re  to  speak abou t  the  inc id ent  a t  20 

a l l ,  you  made  i t  very  c lea r  and I  comp l imen t  you  21 

fo r  i t .   You  made i t  c lear  th a t  you weren ' t  22 

speak ing  abou t  the  i nc iden t  and you wanted to  23 

speak abou t  the  demot ions .   I  cou ldn ' t  agre e  w i th  24 

you more ,  in  te rms  o f  mak ing  i t  c l ea r  what  you  25 
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were  speak ing  abou t .    2 

 L i ke  Leg is la to r  Boswor th  sa id ,  whe ther  i t  3 

was ou r  dec i s ion  o r  no t  as  a  l eg is la t i ve  bo dy ,  we 4 

go t  to  vo te  on  the  demot ions  and  tha t  vo te  cou ld  5 

be  recons ide red .   Thank you.  6 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    Thank  you .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Audrey  Mames .   Audrey  8 

Mames?    No.  9 

 S ta i sha Ra th .  10 

 MS.  RATH:     Good a f te rnoon Mr .  Pres id ing  11 

O f f i ce r  and members  o f  t he  Le g is la tu re .   My  name 12 

i s  S ta isha  Ra th .   I 'm a  lega l  in te rn  a t  the  13 

Nassau  County  Chap te r  o f  t he  Amer i can C iv i l  14 

L ibe r t ies  Un ion .   I 'm he re  aga in  to  re i t e ra te  the  15 

need  fo r  t he  Nassau Coun ty  V is i t o rs  Board  a nd 16 

C iv i l i an  Overs igh t .   As  an  in te rn ,  I ' ve  been  17 

awoken  to  the  ho r ror  s to r i es  coming ou t  o f  Nassau 18 

Coun ty  Cor rec t i ona l  Fac i l i t y .   On a  week ly  bas is  19 

we  rece ive  upwards  to  40  fo rm comp la in ts  f r om 20 

inmates  and ind i v idua ls  cu r ren t l y  a t  t he  Na ssau 21 

Coun ty  fac i l i t i es .   22 

 The inadequa te  med ica l  serv i ces  shou ld  be  23 

- -  a re  a la rm ing .   Prescr ib ing  gener i c  pa in  r e l ie f  24 

fo r  peop le  d iagnosed  w i th  b roken  bones ,  the  25 
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remova l  o f  p ros the t i c  l imbs and the  deny ing  o f  2 

i nsu l i n  and b lood pressu re  med ica t ion  fo r  p eop le  3 

w i th  d iabe tes  and hyper tens ion ;  tha t ' s  j us t  a  4 

samp le  o f  the  a t roc i t i es  tha t  a re  go ing  on  i n  5 

Nassau  County 's  fac i l i t y  r igh t  now.  6 

 Jus t  on  Fr iday  I  had  the  honor  o f  meet ing  7 

an  i nmate  a t  the  Nassau Coun ty  fac i l i t ies .   H is  8 

hes i ta t i on  to  take  a  sea t  wh i l e  ta lk ing  w i t h  me 9 

wasn ' t  an  ac t  o f  rebe l l i on ,  bu t  i t  was  a  mea ns  o f  10 

re l i e f .   He has  a  s l ipped d i sc  and  a  doc tor  had 11 

o rde red h im surgery  on  Apr i l  23 ,  2011.   Tha t 's  a  12 

su rgery  he  hasn ' t  been  p r i vy  to  as  o f  ye t .   13 

Unab le  to  s leep  and s i t  up  p roper l y  because  o f  14 

the  pa in ,  th i s  man  i s  one example  o f  why  th e  15 

cu r ren t  med ica l  po l i cy  o f  mo l t ing  is  t he  bes t  f i x  16 

fo r  every th ing  i s  a  bad and wrong inhumane 17 

po l i cy .  18 

 Over  the  pas t  t h ree  weeks ,  compla in ts  19 

have  a lmos t  doub led .   Wi th  the  chang ing  20 

tempera tures ,  i t ' s  become apparent  t ha t  the  21 

i nmates  are  s la ted  to  exper ience  no  heat ,  no  ho t  22 

wa te r ,  and  over  the  las t  two  weeks ,  no  warm  23 

mea ls .  24 

 Mr .  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  and members  o f  t he  25 
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leg i s la tu re ,  you  mus t  take  accountab i l i t y  t o  the  2 

most  vu lne rab le  and most  o f ten  fo rgo t ten  me mbers  3 

o f  our  soc ie ty .   They  accoun tab i l i t y  s ta r ts  w i th  4 

the  fo rmat ion  o f  t h i s  coun ty ' s  l aw ,  wh ich  i s  a  5 

c i v i l i an  ove rs igh t  commi t tee .  6 

 Thank you so  much.  7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  8 

much .  9 

 Pa t  De l l a to  o r  De l la to .  10 

 MS.  DELLATO:    Thank  you  very  much .   Th i s  11 

i s  my second  t ime speak ing  he re .   Aga in ,  I ' m  12 

go ing  to  speak ing  abou t  the  N assau  County  13 

Overs igh t  Board ,  ca l led  the  v i s i to rs  boa rd .  14 

 We have me t  w i th  some o f  you ,  and I  do  15 

ve ry  much apprec ia te  tha t  and  your  concern .  16 

 I  am a  nurse  prac t i t ione r .   I  have  worked 17 

a t  t he  Nassau  Coun ty  Ja i l  in  t he  pas t .   I  n ow 18 

have  a  p r i va te  o f f i ce  in  Eas t  Meadow.   I  do  19 

p r imary  ca re  and  I  ac tua l l y  do  H IV  spec ia l t y .  20 

 The inmates  i n  the  Nassau Coun ty  Ja i l  21 

have  mul t i p le  co -morb id i t i es ,  some o f  them a re  22 

ve ry  s ick .   The re ' s  d rug  abuse  in  there  tha t  23 

shou ld  be  dea l t  w i th .   They ' re  men ta l l y  i l l  24 

i nmates  in  there .   And  the re  a re  o ther  very  i l l  25 
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inmates ,  some ve ry  o ld ,  tha t  don ' t  ge t  t he  care  2 

tha t  t hey  are  supposed  to  ge t .    3 

 I  know tha t  t h i s  top ic  i s  no t  ve ry  4 

popu la r  w i th  the  genera l  pub l i c .   Who ca res  abou t  5 

i nmates?   Le t  t hem ro t  i n  the re .   They ' re  6 

c r im ina ls .   They 've  done  wha teve r ,  l e t  t hem  s tay  7 

there .   I  know tha t  ve ry  we l l .   I  unders tan d  8 

tha t .  9 

 I ' ve  worked the re .   I ' ve  seen  what  goes  10 

on  i n  there .   I f  you 've  been  in  there  and y ou ' ve  11 

me t  some o f  t hese peop le ,  some o f ,  as  was s a id ,  12 

the  most  vu lnerab le  o f  our  popu la t ion  who a l so ,  13 

by  the  way ,  re tu rn  to  your  communi t i es ,  in t o  14 

the i r  fami l i es ,  hope fu l l y  to  fam i l ies  tha t  t hey  15 

have  on  the  ou ts ide .   Many  o f  them don ' t  ha ve 16 

fami l i es .   Many  o f  t hem are  home less  o r  17 

des t i t u te .   But  some o f  them do re tu rn  to  th e  18 

commun i t ies  and  they  w i l l  vo te  and  be  a  par t  o f  19 

ou r  la rger  g roup .  20 

 P lease  unders tand tha t  t hey  need  you r  21 

he lp .  22 

 S ince  I ' ve  worked there ,  I ' ve  s ta r ted  the  23 

Nassau  Inmate  Advocacy  Group ,  and we  t ry  to  24 

advoca te  fo r  these  peop le  who  can ' t  advocat e  fo r  25 
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themse lves .   Some o f  t hem are  young drug  ad d ic ts .   2 

They  be long in  a l t e rna t i ve  t rea tment  fac i l i t ies  3 

no t  in  the  j a i l .   P lease  unders tand them an d  take  4 

an  i n te res t  no t  jus t  i n  the  human s ide  bu t  on  the  5 

f i sca l  s ide .  6 

 I  don ' t  know who  pays  fo r  these inmates .   7 

Exac t l y  where  does  the  money  come f rom?  Ho w much 8 

fede ra l  fund ing  comes to  suppor t  t he  j a i l?   That  9 

a l l  has  to  be  taken in to  cons ide ra t i on .   I s  there  10 

a  mone ta ry  reward  fo r  hav ing  ex t ra  i nmates  i n  11 

there ,  espec ia l l y  a t  e lec t ion  t ime?  I  must  pose  12 

tha t  t o  you.   I  don ’ t  have  the  answers  to  t hose 13 

ques t ions .   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  f i nd  ou t .    14 

 And tha t ' s  a l l  I  have to  say .   One  more  15 

th ing ,  t hough .  16 

 Hea l th  care  gu ide l ines  a re  the  same fo r  17 

the  inca rcera ted  as  they  a re  fo r  t he  ou ts id e  18 

commun i t y ,  bu t  t hey  are  no t  be ing  me t ;  I  ca n  te l l  19 

you tha t  f i r s thand .  20 

 Thank you fo r  t hose who have  suppor ted  21 

us .   We rea l l y  do  apprec ia te  you r  ca r ing  an d  you r  22 

i n te res t .   Thank  you .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Pat .  24 

 Joanne  Borden .  25 
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 MS.  BORDEN:    I  reques t  tha t  t he  address  2 

and In Justice at Every Turn  be  en te red  in to  the  3 

reco rd .  4 

 My  name is  Joanne Borden ,  and  I  want  to  5 

w ish  good luck  and  success  to  the  new leg is l a to rs  6 

and to  the  new m inor i t y  leader .  7 

 We have an  impor tan t  mora le  i ssue fo r  ou r  8 

coun ty  to  endorse :   t ransgender  c i v i l  r i gh t s .   9 

Laws  tha t  p rov ide  equa l  p ro tec t i on  re in fo rc e  the  10 

mora l  impera t ive  o f  equa l i t y  t ha t  Amer ica  s tands  11 

fo r .   When  beg inn ing  each mee t ing  you p ledge  you r  12 

a l leg iance  and incor rec t ly  end  w i th  l i be r ty  and 13 

jus t i ce  fo r  a l l .   Nassau  doesn ' t  have l i ber t y  and 14 

jus t i ce  fo r  a l l ,  you  know tha t .   You  fu l l y  know 15 

we  have l i be r ty  and jus t ice  on ly  fo r  some.   Say  16 

i t  t he  way  i t  i s ;  l i be r t y  and  jus t ice  fo r  s ome.   17 

Each  t ime you  say  fo r  a l l ,  I  hope you hear  the  18 

r i ng  o f  my  vo ice ,  fo r  some.    19 

 You are  pe rpe tua t ing  l iber ty  and  jus t i ce  20 

fo r  some cas t  shame on  our  county .   Shame b ecause 21 

i t  can  be  made fo r  a l l  i n  a  ma t te r  o f  minu t es .   22 

Your  i nac t ion  i s  immora l .   Ev e ryone around u s  has  23 

such  a  l aw .   Nassau s tands  a lone  as  a  beaco n  o f  24 

b igo t r y ,  and  un -Amer ican ism,  wh ich  i s  shame fo r  25 
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i t s  ha rm to  our  men,  women,  espec ia l l y  our  2 

ch i l d ren  and  the  county ,  i t se l f .   Your  a t t i t ude 3 

pa r t l y  exp la ins  why ou r  young  peop le  a re  le av ing  4 

the  coun ty  i n  d roves .   5 

 I  sen t  each o f  you  a  major  s tudy  wh ich  6 

found t ransgender  d i sc r im ina t i on  i n  every  a spec t  7 

o f  l i f e ,  and  i t ' s  tw ice  as  bad  fo r  peop le  o f  8 

co lo r ,  emphas iz ing  ano ther  oppor tun i ty  fo r  9 

b igo t r y .   B igo t r y  based s imp ly  because  some one  10 

found ou t  we  were  t ransgender .   We were  born  11 

t ransgender .   The lack  o f  a  l oca l  law f l ies  in  12 

the  face  o f  mora l i t y ,  Amer ican  p r inc ip les  o f  13 

equa l i t y  and  bas ic  human  r igh ts  o f  a l l  huma n i t y ,  14 

a l l  mank ind .    15 

 Las t  yea r  I  ma i l ed  each o f  you  the  16 

de ta i l s  o f  a  se r ious  Nassau Coun ty  po l i ce  ab use 17 

o f  a  t ransgender  woman.   Each  o f  you  i s  18 

pe rsona l ly  respons ib le  fo r  t ha t .   I t ' s  no t  t he  19 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs ,  i t ' s  you.   You say  i t ' s  ok ay .   20 

That  makes  each  o f  you  persona l l y  gu i l t y  o f  21 

pe rpetua t ing  the  fo l low ing  abuses .   Your  in ac t ion  22 

i s  respons ib le  fo r  bu l l y ing  a t  schoo ls .   You r  23 

i nac t i on  i s  t ak ing  j obs  away  f rom peop le  w i thout  24 

cause,  hardwork ing  peop le  who  are  t r y ing  to  25 
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suppor t  the i r  f ami l i es .   Your  inac t i on  i s  c aus ing  2 

peop le  to  lose  the i r  apa r tmen t  because  a  pe ep ing  3 

tom looked  th rough  a  c rack  i n  a  cu r ta in .   Y our  4 

i nac t i on  i s  respons ib le  fo r  t he  inab i l i t y  o f  5 

Nassau  peop le  to  en joy  f reedom and  pursue 6 

happ iness .   The re ' s  no  ques t ion  tha t  you r  7 

i nac t i on  i s  perpetua t ing  b igo t ry  and  i s  the  same 8 

as  you ,  pe rsona l ly ,  ha rm ing peop le  o f  ou r  c oun ty .   9 

I  u rge  you  to  s ta r t  e l im ina t i ng  b igo t r y  and  make  10 

Nassau  County  a  be t te r  p lace  tomor row by  pa ss ing  11 

t ransgender  c iv i l  r i gh ts  now.  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  14 

 Ga i l  Wha le r .  15 

 MS.  WALLER:    No ,  i t ' s  j us t  me .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who 's  jus t  me?  17 

 MS.  WALLER:   Ga i l  Wa l le r .   We 've  been 18 

read ing  numerous  a r t i c les  in  Newsday  per ta i n ing  19 

to  the  p r i va t iza t i on  o f  the  Nassau  County  s ewer ,  20 

wh ich  is  i nc lus i ve  o f  the  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove .   21 

Because th rough  reso lu t i on  by  the  mayor  and  c i ty  22 

counc i l  on  December  18 ,  2007 ,  ownersh ip  was  23 

t rans fer red  and  so ld  to  Nassau  County .   A f t e r  24 

read ing ,  I  l ea rned  tha t  Coun ty  Leg is la to r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  129  Full Legislature – 1-30-12 

Denenberg  f rom Mer r i ck  was  ques t ion ing  the  2 

p r iva t iza t ion  o f  t he  county  sewer ,  i nc lus iv e  o f  3 

the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove 's ,  and  the  l ega l i t ies  o f  4 

p r iva t iza t ion  because s ta te  and fede ra l  5 

taxpayers '  money  was  used fo r  the  fund ing .  6 

 Sewer .   A  sewer ,  a  l ega l ly  de f ined  bounds 7 

o f  rea l  p roper t y  f rom wh ich  waste  wa te r  may  be  8 

d i scha rged  in to  the  pub l ic  owned  t rea tment  p lan t .   9 

I  emphas ize  the  word  pub l i c .   Bounds  sha l l  be  10 

es tab l i shed,  a l t e red ,  changed ,  mod i f ied ,  re duced ,  11 

en la rged ,  combined ,  o r  conso l i da ted  by  the  ac t ion  12 

o f  t he  G len  Cove  C i t y  Counc i l .   There  is  no  13 

ac t i on  fo r  t rans fe r r ing  ownersh ip  o r  se l l in g  the  14 

sewer  o r  p r i va t i za t i on .   S ta te  and  federa l  money  15 

was used  on  our  sewer .   I f  t he re 's  a  ques t i on  and 16 

a  ca l l  f o r  an  i nves t iga t ion  on  the  p r i va t iz a t i on  17 

o f  t he  sewer ,  why then  was  the re  no  inves t i ga t ion  18 

on  the  acqu is i t i on  o f  the  reso lu t i on  o f  the  C i ty  19 

o f  G len  Cove 's  sewer  by  the  coun ty  on  what  20 

appears  to  be  conf l i c t ing?   I t  says :   In te r -21 

mun ic ipa l  conso l ida t ion  and t rans fer  o f  22 

ownersh ip ,  a long  w i th  a  sa le .   Th i s  i s  i nsu l t i ng .   23 

Th is  was  no t  an  in te r -mun ic ipa l  conso l ida t i on .   24 

I t  was  a  sa le .   And the  sa le  was  in  cons ide ra t ion  25 
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o f  a  15  year  aba tement  o f  a  sewer  fee  on  Gl en  2 

Cove  c i t y  res idents  a t  a  va lue  o f  $28 mi l l i on  and 3 

the  coun ty  wou ld  p ick  up  the  $4  mi l l ion  no te  pa id  4 

fo r  by  the  taxpayers  o f  the  C i ty  o f  G len  Co ve.   5 

Th is  was  a  sa le .   I t  was  no t  an  in te r -mun ic ipa l  6 

conso l ida t ion .  7 

 Acco rd ing  to  my  FOIL  request  da ted  3 -29-8 

11 ,  2011 ,  I  rece ived  a  response f rom G len C ove  9 

rega rd ing  b ids  fo r  sewer  sa le  and adve r t i se men t  10 

fo r  b ids  i n  newspaper .   G len  Cove 's  respons e :   11 

"P lease be  adv i sed  tha t  we  sea rched ou r  rec o rds  12 

and no  sa id  i n fo rmat ion  was found on  f i l e  i n  the  13 

c i ty . "   Over  150  peop le  p i led  in to  the  G len  Cove  14 

chambers  fo r  a  pub l i c  hear ing  aga ins t  th is  sa le ,  15 

i nc lud ing  the  CSEA.   We were  to ld  we  were  16 

opera t ing  a t  a  $4  mi l l ion  loss ,  ye t  ou r  sew er  17 

wh ich  was "s ta te  o f  the  ar t  because o f  t he  18 

taxpayers '  money"  was on ly  ope ra t i ng  a t  a  2 5  19 

pe rcen t  capac i t y .  20 

 What  you  a lso  don ' t  know i s  a t  t he  t ime 21 

o f  t he  appra i sed  va lue  o f  the  sewer  i t  was  22 

be tween 45  and $50  m i l l i on .   The  counc i l  ha d  no  23 

r i gh t ,  nor  the  mayor  to  re l i nqu ish  ownersh i p  even 24 

under  the  New York  S ta te  Cons t i t u t ion  51 .   Our  25 
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sewer  cou ld  have  genera ted  j obs  and income fo r  2 

ou r  c i ty .   S ince  the  sa le  o f  t he  sewer  to  th e  3 

coun ty ,  we  had to  wr i t e  o f f  anothe r  $1 .9  mi l l i on  4 

and the  cos t  incur red  by  a  go l f  course  hook up was 5 

over  $50 ,000 .    6 

 The POTW is  a  t rea tmen t  p lan t ,  de f ined  by  7 

212 o f  t he  Ac t  33  USC 1292 ,  wh ich  is  owned by  8 

G len  Cove and  inc ludes  sewer  i n  appur tenanc es bu t  9 

no t  p ipes .   225 -14  s ta tes  in t e r -mun ic ipa l  10 

ag reemen ts  accep t  sewer  and o the r  waste ,  11 

i nc lud ing  indus t r i a l  was te  ou ts ide  the  serv i ce  12 

a rea  o f  the  POTW.  I f  the  pe rson  i s  a  13 

mun ic ipa l i t y ,  a  sewer  use  ord inance w i l l  be  14 

enac ted .   I f  they  are  no t ,  accep tance w i l l  b e  15 

made  on ly  upon i ssuance o f  a  was te  water  pe rmi t .   16 

We a re  a  mun ic ipa l i t y .   We  a re  a  county .   W e so ld  17 

ou r  sewer .   We d id  no t  conso l i da te .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 19 

exp i red .  20 

 MS.  WELLER:    I 'm so r ry?  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Th ree minu tes  have  22 

exp i red .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Your  th ree  m inutes  24 

a re  up .  25 
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 MS.  WELLER:    225-16  s ta tes  a l l  2 

requ i remen ts ,  d i rec t ives ,  o r  o rd inances  ca l l ing  3 

fo r  mandatory  use  w i th in  the  serv i ce  o f  the  PTOW 4 

may be  es tab l i shed  and  i ssued  on ly  by  the  C i ty  o f  5 

G len  Cove,  the  New York  Sta te  DEC,  and  the  USEPA 6 

o r  o ther  fede ra l  agency ,  no t  t he  county .   I 'm no t  7 

even  sure  i f  a  sewer  can  be  so ld  o r  p r iva t i zed ,  8 

acco rd ing  to  the  New York  Cons t i tu t i on  51 .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  you  wrap  up ,  10 

p lease?  11 

 MS.  WELLER:    Yes ,  I  w i l l .   I  be l i eve  you 12 

can go  ou t  f o r  a  30  year  con t rac t  on  a  pub l i c  13 

fac i l i t y ,  bu t  I 'm no t  su re  i f  you  can se l l  i t  14 

w i thou t  a  pub l i c  re fe rendum,  and  tha t  migh t  no t  15 

even  inc lude  a  pub l i c l y  owned  sewer .  16 

 We ' re  ca l l ing  fo r  an  i nves t i ga t i on  i n to  17 

the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove 's  re l i nqu ish ing  o f  th e  18 

sewer  w i thou t  any  pub l ic  re fe rendum,  w i thou t  any  19 

b ids ,  and w i thou t  any  reques t  o r  adver t i s in g  fo r  20 

b ids  fo r  our  sewer ,  and the  acqu is i t ion  by  the  21 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  o f  t rans fer  o f  ownersh ip  b y  sa le  22 

o f  our  sewer .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  25 
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 Char les  McAl l i s te r .  2 

 MS.  WELLER:    Excuse  me.   May  I  ask  you 3 

one more  ques t ion?   I 'm s i t t i ng  he re  and  I ' m  4 

l i s ten ing  to  peop le  speak.   I ’m no t  he re  as  a  5 

po l i t i ca l  too l .   I  hea r  peop le  say ing  repub l ican ,  6 

democra t .   I 'm here  because I 'm a  res ident  o f  the  7 

C i ty  o f  G len  Cove,  and  I  hope  I 'm taken ver y  8 

se r ious l y .   I ’m  no t  an  i d io t .   I 'm  in  rea l  9 

es ta te .   And  when I  see  an  in te r -mun ic ipa l  sa le  10 

o f  conso l i da t ion  and  the  acqu is i t i on  by  the  11 

coun ty ,  tha t  i s  a  sa le .   And  I 'm  more  conce rned 12 

no t  jus t  abou t  p r i va t i za t i on  and  the  l ega l i t y ,  13 

how can th is  be  bas i ca l l y  insu l t ing?   Th is  was  14 

no t  an  i n te r -mun ic ipa l  - -  you ' re  a l l  b r i gh t  up  15 

there .   An  in te r -mun ic ipa l  conso l i da t i on  do es  no t  16 

i nvo lve  a  sa le .   Tha t ' s  a  conso l ida t ion  and  17 

comb in ing  - -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  you ' ve  had  - -  19 

 MS.  WELLER:   o f  two mun ic ipa l i t i es .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' ve  sa id  tha t .   21 

And you ' ve  had you r  th ree  minu tes .   I  don ' t  22 

unders tand  the  po in t  here .  23 

 MS.  WELLER:   My  comp la in t  i s  why  nobody ' s  24 

ask ing  me any th ing ,  Coun ty  Leg is la to r  Schmi t t .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because what 's  t o  2 

ask?   What 's  to  ask?  3 

 MS.  WELLER:    I  don ' t  know.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    They  d id  wha t  - -  5 

 MS.  WELLER:   You  seem to  be  a l l  f l i ppant  6 

on  you r  end.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    They  d id  wha t  they  8 

d id .   The county  i s  s tuck  w i th  the  G len  Cove  9 

Sewage  T reatmen t  P lan t .  10 

 MS.  WELLER:    What  do  you mean  s tuck?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We get  t o  pay  - -  12 

 MS.  WELLER:    We had  a  s ta te - o f - the-ar t  13 

fac i l i t y .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    $3  m i l l i on  a  yea r  to  15 

the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove fo r  the  p leasu re  o f  16 

a l low ing  them to  run  the  p lan t .   I t ' s  what  w e 17 

dea l  w i th .  18 

 MS.  WELLER:    Show me where  there  was a  19 

b id .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  doesn ' t  be long 21 

he re .   I 'm  no t  a rgu ing  w i th  you.   I  vo ted  a ga ins t  22 

the  s tup id  th ing .   The  th ing  s tunk  f rom h ig h  23 

heaven  to  beg in  w i th .  24 

 MS.  WELLER:    R igh t .   So  le t  me ask  you a  25 
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ques t ion .   I f  you  were  my coun ty  l eg is la to r  and 2 

you are  represen t ing  us ,  I  don ' t  unders tand  why 3 

you accepted  th i s .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because Tom Suozz i  5 

had to  ba i lou t  Ra lph  Suozz i .  6 

 MS.  WELLER:   You  got  t ha t  r i gh t .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l ,  the re  you go .  8 

 MS.  WELLER:    So ,  wa i t  a  m inu te .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And when  they  were  i n  10 

charge  down here ,  D iane,  the  fo rmer  p res id i ng  11 

o f f i ce r ,  who  was  f rom Glen  Cove,  d id  wha t  s he was 12 

to ld .   And  tha t ' s  the  beg inn ing  and the  end  o f  13 

i t .  14 

 MS.  WELLER:    Bu t  th is  i s  a  v io la t ion  o f  15 

the  law.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  by  a  ten  to  n ine  17 

vo te  they  squeezed  i t  th rough ,  and  here ' s  N assau  18 

Coun ty  and  we ' re  s tuck  w i th  i t .  19 

 MS.  WELLER:    And do  you  know what  an  20 

i n te r -mun ic ipa l  ag reemen t  i s?   Why  a re  you s tuck  21 

w i th  i t  when  somebody cou ld  have  t raded som eth ing  22 

no t  t rue?  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  you  can  s t imu la te  24 

an  i nves t i ga t ion  o r  ge t  someth ing  done  tha t  tha t  25 
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wou ld  vo id  tha t  t ransac t ion ,  I 'm  in  your  co rne r .  2 

 MS.  WELLER:    I  th ink  the  s ta tu te  o f  3 

l im i ta t i ons  i s  s ix  yea rs .   How do we  do i t?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Take  i t  ups ta i rs .   5 

Take  i t  to  the  DA.    6 

 MS.  WELLER:    On  the  g rounds  tha t  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Huh?  8 

 MS.  WELLER:    You know,  coun ty  - -  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    On  the  g rounds  o f  a l l  10 

the  th ings  tha t  you sa id  when  you were  s tan d ing  11 

he re .  12 

 MS.  WELLER:   And  I 'm  go ing  to  te l l  you  13 

someth ing .   I 'm  hear ing  d i f f e ren t  th ings  go ing  on  14 

po l i t i ca l .   Th i s  i s  no t  po l i t i ca l .   Th is  i s  my  15 

money.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  know wha t  you 17 

mean  by  po l i t i ca l .  18 

 MS.  WELLER:    We l l ,  I  hear  pe op le  say ing  19 

th is  i s  a  repub l ican  th i s  and  th is  i s  under  20 

democra t .   I t ' s  abou t  my  money .   I  don ' t  ca re  21 

abou t  the  po l i t i cs  o f  i t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  I 'm say ing  to  23 

you,  ma 'am,  i s  I  d idn ' t  hear  tha t .   I  don ' t  know 24 

where  tha t  came f rom.   I  don ' t  know wh ich  s ide  o f  25 
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the  a i s le  you  heard  tha t  f rom.  2 

 MS.  WELLER:    My  ques t ion  to  you  i s  i f  3 

th is  i s  no t  a  l ega l  cont rac t ,  how come your  4 

coun ty  s igned  the  reso lu t i on  accep t ing  i t?   Don ' t  5 

you have  lawyers?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Oh ,  we  have lawyers .   7 

Oh  sure .   We have lo ts ,  and lo ts ,  and lo ts  o f  8 

l awyer .  9 

 MS.  WELLER:   So  how d id  you accept  10 

someth ing  tha t ' s  con f l i c t i ng?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The coun ty  execu t i ve  12 

sent  down an  i t em.   The coun ty  l eg is la tu re  13 

approved  the  i t em by  a  ten  to  n ine  vo te .   I t  goes  14 

th rough the  process  and tha t ' s  i t .  15 

 MS.  WELLER:   How does one approve 16 

someth ing  tha t ' s  no t  l ega l?  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  know,  bu t  18 

i t ' s  no t  here .  19 

 MS.  WELLER:    Then  you  shou ld  a l l  be  20 

ashamed o f  yourse l f  i f  you  s igned someth ing  21 

tha t ' s  no t  l ega l .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You might  go  to  the  23 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  and  ask  those  ques t ions .  24 

 MS.  WELLER:   Jus t  one ques t ion .   Wha t ' s  25 
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an  in te r -mun ic ipa l  conso l i da t i on?  The  2 

comb inat ion  and  the  comb in ing  o f  two  3 

mun ic ipa l i t i es .    4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  - -  5 

 MS.  WELLER:    How is  tha t  a  t rans fer  o f  6 

sa le  wh ich  wou ld  requ i re  a  b id?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  am not  an  a t to rney ,  8 

thank  God.   So - -  9 

 MS.  WELLER:   Now the  county  i s  p lann ing  10 

on  se l l i ng  my  sewer?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  know.  12 

 MS.  WELLER:   I f  you  don ' t  kno w,  I  don ' t  13 

know why  you ' re  s i t t ing  up  the re .   Thank  yo u .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    When  the  i tem to  15 

l ease the  sewage  t rea tment  p lan ts  reaches u s ,  16 

I ' l l  know.   I  don ’ t  know i f  i t  con ta ins  Gle n  Cove 17 

o r  no t .   I  don ' t  know i f  t ha t ' s  on  the  tab l e  o r  18 

no t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Acco rd ing  to  the  20 

budget  i t  does .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Char les  McAl l i s te r .  22 

 MR.  MCALLISTER:    Good  a f te rnoon .   I 'm  23 

speak ing  on  beha l f  o f  the  Nassau  County  Inm ate  24 

Advocacy  Group regard ing  the  request  f o r  th e  25 
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imp lemen ta t i on  o f  the  Board  o f  V is i t o rs  a t  Nassau 2 

Coun ty  Cor rec t i ona l  Center .  3 

 I  know the re ' s  been a  lo t  o f  t a l k  today  4 

abou t  Nassau  County  Ja i l ,  the  guards ,  the  5 

i nmates ,  and  a  who le  s lew o f  hea l thcare  pro b lems  6 

and issues .   The  i ssue  c lear l y  doesn ' t  j us t  res t  7 

on  the  fac t  o f  imp lement ing  a  board  o f  v is i t o rs ;  8 

i t  r es ts  a lso  on  the  fac t  o f  accountab i l i t y .   9 

Nassau  County  Ja i l  de ta ins  peop le  who are  a ccused 10 

o f  c r imes th roughout  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau,  and  11 

tha t  par t i cu la r  ja i l  i s  ve ry  b ig .   I f  the  j a i l  i s  12 

no t  managed approp r ia te l y  o r  p roper l y ,  t hen  13 

there ' s  no t  accoun tab i l i t y .  14 

 My  ind iv idua l  i ssue r i gh t  now tha t  I  15 

wou ld  l i ke  to  speak abou t  i s  t he  su i c ide  ra te  in  16 

Nassau  County  Ja i l ,  and what  mechan ism o r  17 

p rocedures  a re  be ing  imp lemen ted  to  p revent  18 

su ic ide .   I  made  a  p roposa l  f o r  the  coun ty  19 

execut ive  to  rev iew regard ing  preven t ion  in  20 

su ic ida l  murders  i n  Nassau  County ,  and  I  wo u ld  21 

l i ke  to  p resent  i t  t o  the  approp r ia te  22 

l eg i s la tu re .    23 

 And I  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  to  b r i ng  to  the  24 

a t ten t ion  today  tha t  I  w ro te  a  l e t te r  back  i n  25 
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1993  - -  I  have  i t  r i gh t  he re  - -  and I  l i s t  s even  2 

i ssues  - -  th is  i s  1993 .   I n  b e tween 1993  and  2012 3 

there  has  been a  l o t  o f  peop le  i n ju red  and 4 

murdered  ins ide  o f  Nassau Coun ty .   So,  we ' r e  5 

ta lk ing  abou t  a  20  yea r  d i f f e rence .   Then w e ' re  6 

ta lk ing  abou t  anothe r  20  yea r  d i f f e rence  in  the  7 

passage o f  t he  b i l l  o r  t he  Ch ar te r  t ha t  g ran ted  a  8 

board  o f  v is i to rs .   Twen ty  yea rs  l a te r ,  no t h ing  9 

has  been  done ,  excep t  one th ing .   DA D i l lon ,  10 

p rev ious ly ,  dur ing  a  murde r  o f  an  inmate  in  11 

Nassau  County  over  med ica t ion ,  made a  sugge s t ion  12 

tha t  t hey  pu t  cameras  in  Nassau Coun ty ;  they  d id  13 

i t .   Tha t  was  good .   But ,  no th ing  e l se  was done.   14 

So  now,  20  years  l a te r ,  a l l  t hese issues  th a t ' s  15 

been  repor ted ,  w r i t t en  about ,  on  l oca l  news  and 16 

he ld  i ns ide  the  fede ra l  cour t s  under  17 

i nves t iga t ion ,  con t inues  to  p reex i s t .   Wher e  i s  18 

the  accoun tab i l i t y?  19 

 Now,  I  know New York  S ta te  s ta r ted  20 

someth ing  ca l led  the  pub l i c  i n tegr i t y .   And  I  21 

wou ld  l i ke  to  as  the  l eg is la tu res  he re ,  doe s  22 

pub l ic  i n teg r i t y  i nc lude  Nassau Coun ty  23 

co r rec t i ona l  o f f i cers?   That ' s  j us t  a  ques t i on  24 

I ' d  l i ke  to  pu t  ou t .  25 
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 Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Tha t ' s  i t  on  3 

pub l ic  comment .   Tha t ' s  the  l as t  s l i p  tha t  I  4 

have .   So I 'm  go ing  to  move to  the  ca lendar  fo r  5 

the  fu l l  l eg i s la tu re .   Wou ld  a l l  l eg is la to r s  6 

p lease  take  the i r  sea ts?  7 

 Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  wou ld  you ca l l  t he  f i r s t  8 

hear ing ,  p lease?  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    S i r ,  do  you want  to  do  10 

the  emergency  reso lu t i ons  or  t he  hear ings? 11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .   Do  the  12 

emergency  reso lu t i ons ,  yep .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  14 

Schmi t t ,  we have  an  emergency  tha t  comes  by  way 15 

o f  a  recommenda t ion  f rom the  admin is t ra t ion  fo r  16 

the  adop t ion  o f  a  reso lu t i on  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  17 

two emergenc ies  ex is t  fo r  cons idera t ion  o f  18 

immedia te  ac t ion  upon the  c le rk .   I t ems Num ber  19 

36 -12 and 37 -12 .  20 

 The f i rs t  one  i s  Emergency  Reso lu t ion  1-21 

2012  wh ich  i s ,  as  fo l l ows:   A  reso lu t i on  22 

dec la r ing  emergency  fo r  immed ia te  ac t i on  up on a  23 

reso lu t i on  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  an  emergency  ex i s t s  24 

fo r  cons idera t i on  o f  and  immed ia te  ac t ion  u pon  25 
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Reso lu t i on  14-A-2012 .   2 

 The second  emergency  i s  an  emergency  3 

reso lu t i on  2 -2012 wh ich  is ,  a s  fo l lows :   A  4 

reso lu t i on  dec la r i ng  an  emergency  fo r  immed ia te  5 

ac t i on  upon an o rd inance  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  an  6 

emergency  ex i s t s  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  o f  and 7 

immedia te  ac t ion  upon Ord inance 10 -A-2012.  8 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  9 

ma t te r  be fore  the  leg i s la tu re  and vo te  on  th e  10 

emergency  reso lu t i on .  11 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  14 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  15 

 Cou ld  we  vo te  now?  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Yes ,  s i r .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  those  in  favor  18 

p lease  say  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Then  we ' l l  move on  to  the  24 

under l y ing  reso lu t ions .  25 
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 The f i rs t  one  i s  an  under l y ing  o rd inance  2 

14 -A-2012,  a  reso lu t ion  au tho r iz ing  the  coun ty  3 

a t to rney  to  compromise  and  se t t l e  the  ac t io n  4 

Dorsett v. County of Nassau, Nassau County Police 5 

Department, Office of the Nassau County District 6 

Attorney, and Detective Robert Abriola ,  pur suant  7 

to  the  County  Law,  the  County  Government  Law  o f  8 

Nassau  County ,  and  the  Nassau  Coun ty  9 

Admin i s t ra t i on  Code.   C le rk  I t em 36-12 .  10 

 The second  one i s  an  o rd inance  10-A-2012 ,  11 

wh ich  is  an  o rd inance to  pay  fo r  t he  cap i ta l  12 

expend i tu re  to  f inance  the  payment  o f  ce r ta in  13 

se t t led  c la ims aga ins t  t he  County  o f  Nassau ,  14 

au thor iz ing  $7 ,905 ,000  o f  bonds o f  t he  Coun ty  o f  15 

Nassau  to  f i nd  and  se t  expend i tu re ,  and to  make 16 

ce r ta in  de te rminat ions  pursuan t  to  the  S ta t e  17 

Env i ronmen ta l  Qua l i t y  Rev iew Act ,  and Loca l  18 

F inance Law o f  New York ,  and  the  County  19 

Government  Law o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  20 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  these  21 

two emergenc ies  be fo re  the  l eg is la tu re .  22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Bo th  i tems  a re  be fore  the  3 

l eg i s la tu re ,  so  i f  you  have d i scuss ion  o r  d eba te .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t he re  any  debate  5 

o r  d iscuss ion? 6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Be fo re  we vo te ,  Mino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams 10 

has  someth ing  he  w ishes  to  sa y .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  12 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .  13 

 As  we a l l  know,  th is  i s  a  ve ry  hor r i f i c  14 

s i tua t ion ,  someth ing  tha t  the  coun ty  shou ld  move  15 

pas t .   I  j us t  want  to  ment ion ,  as  ou r  body  i s  16 

ge t t ing  ready  to  vo te  fo r  the  se t t lement  and  the  17 

fac t  t ha t  we ' re  go ing  to  be  us ing  bond  p roc eeds 18 

to  do  so ,  I  j us t  wan t  to  make  su re  tha t  i t  i s  19 

s t i l l  we l l  known ,  as  per  the  l e t te r  tha t  I  w ro te ,  20 

ou r  caucus  had wro te  on  December  15  to  the  county  21 

execut ive  in  regards  to  bo r row ing  prac t i ce  a nd  22 

how th is  coun ty  w i l l  p roceed .   Th i s  pa r t i cu la r  23 

s i tua t ion ,  t h is  pa r t i cu la r  i nc iden t  was cov e red 24 

in  our  parag raph  tha t  we  wou ld  vo te  on  bond  25 
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se t t lements  and  ord inances  to  pay  fo r  p rude n t  2 

l ega l  se t t lemen ts .   So ,  f rom our  s tandpo in t  we  3 

a re  no t  reve rs ing  f rom our  pos i t ion .   We s t i l l  4 

fee l  t ha t  the  bo r row ing  prac t i ces  in  the  co unty  5 

a re  sp i ra l ing  i n  the  wrong  d i rec t i on .   F rom  tha t  6 

s tandpo in t ,  we s t i l l  f ee l  s teadfas t  in  rega rds  to  7 

the  bo r row ing  p rac t i ces  go ing  fo rward  and t ha t  we 8 

w i l l  sc ru t in i ze  every  s ing le  one  go ing  fo rwa rd .   9 

Bu t  th is  par t i cu la r  dea l ,  because i t ' s  been  10 

recommended by  the  county  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce ,  we 11 

fee l  t ha t  i t  i s  p ruden t  tha t  we pay  fo r  th i s  12 

l ega l  se t t lemen t .  13 

 Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  15 

Abrahams.   I ,  t oo ,  have a  s ta temen t  tha t  I  wan t  16 

to  pu t  on  the  reco rd  regard ing  th i s  who le  s o r ted  17 

ma t te r .  18 

 I  am vo t ing  fo r  th is  se t t l emen t  today  as  19 

the  f i na l  s tep  i n  a  p rocess  wh ich  has  f rus t ra ted ,  20 

h indered ,  and  a t  t imes  even b locked the  ro l e  o f  a  21 

l eg i s la t i ve  body  to  ob ta in  a l l  t he  fac ts  re la t ing  22 

to  a  l awsu i t  se t t l emen t .    23 

 I t  i s  the  job  o f  each leg i s la to r  t o  be  24 

fu l l y  in fo rmed about  the  s i t ua t i on  and  fac t s  25 
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su r round ing  the  un fo r tunate  i nc ident  resu l t i ng  i n  2 

the  murder  o f  Joanne  B i rd .    3 

 A t  t he  t ime th i s  case was fo rwarded to  4 

the  leg i s la tu re ,  I  asked  fo r  i n fo rma t ion  as  to  5 

why the  coun ty  was  se t t l ing  i t  f o r  $7 .7  mi l l ion .  6 

I  was  to ld  tha t  I  had no  lega l  r igh t  t o  any  7 

i n fo rmat ion  and  shou ld  vo te  to  award  the  8 

se t t lement  o r  no t .   I  fu r the r  asked what  ha d  the  9 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs  done  o r  no t  done ,  and i f  th ey  10 

were  d isc ip l i ned  fo r  t he i r  ac t ions .   I  was  to ld  I  11 

cou ld  no t  have tha t  in fo rmat ion .  12 

 Le t  me  be c lear  he re .   I  be l i eved and do  13 

be l i eve  tha t  each member  o f  t h is  l eg is la t i v e  body  14 

i s  l ega l l y  en t i t led  to  any  and  a l l  f ac ts  wh en 15 

they  have to  vo te ,  espec ia l l y  in  a  case o f  po l i ce  16 

ma l feasance,  resu l t i ng  i n  a  se t t lement  o f  $ 7 .7  17 

m i l l ion .  18 

 I n  o rder  to  ob ta in  a l l  t he  i n fo rma t ion  19 

i nvo lved  in  th i s  case,  t he  county  a t to rney  and  20 

spec ia l  counse l ,  wh ich  I  h i red ,  went  to  the  21 

fede ra l  judge  fo r  c la r i f i ca t i on  as  to  my  r i gh t  22 

and the  leg i s la to rs  to  rev iew  the  po l i ce  in te rna l  23 

a f fa i r s  repo r t ,  wh ich  resu l ted  i n  the  count y  24 

ag ree ing  to  se t t le  th i s  case .   The  r igh t  to  be  25 
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v iewed  was  g ran ted  in  fede ra l  cour t  and a l l  da ta  2 

was made  ava i l ab le .  3 

 Fo r  conf iden t ia l i t y  i ssues  imposed  by  the  4 

cour t  and ag reemen ts  made in  o rder  tha t  eac h  5 

member  o f  the  l eg i s la tu re  cou ld  rev iew  th is  6 

i n fo rmat ion ,  I  am no t  a t  l ibe r ty ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  7 

to  d iscuss  i nd i v idua l  ins tances  o f  po l i ce  8 

i nac t i on  o r  t he  d i sc ip l i ne  d i rec ted  a t  t he  9 

numerous  o f f i ce rs  invo lved .   I  w i l l  jus t  sa y  tha t  10 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  Po l i ce  Depar tmen t  and the  11 

o f f i ce rs  i nvo lved were  un forg i vab ly  ve ry  la x  i n  12 

ca r ry ing  ou t  in  the i r  du t i es  and  fo l low ing  13 

requ i red  regu la t ions .    14 

 I  am ask ing  the  new po l i ce  commiss ione r  15 

to  rev iew a l l  i n fo rmat ion  rega rd ing  th is  16 

i nc ident ,  and  to  make any  and  a l l  changes t o  17 

depar tment  po l i cy ,  t o  ensu re  an  inc ident  o f  th is  18 

k ind  never  happens  aga in .  19 

 The sa fe ty  o f  res idents  has  to  be  the  20 

number  one  p r io r i t y  fo r  the  po l i ce  depar tme n t  and 21 

i t s  o f f i ce rs .   Unfor tuna te ly  i n  th is  case i t  was  22 

no t  a  p r io r i t y .   And  I  u rge  the  members  o f  t he  23 

l eg i s la tu re  to  vo te  yes  on  the  se t t l emen t .  24 

 CLERK MULLR:    We vo ted  on  the  emergency ,  25 
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and now th is  i s  on  the  ac tua l  i t em.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  I 'm  go ing  to  ca l l  3 

the  vo te .  4 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  i t ems p lease  5 

say  aye.  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Any  opposed?  8 

 (Nay . )  9 

 The i t ems pass  17  to  2 .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  11 

Schmi t t ,  I tem Number  1  on  the  ca lendar  i s  12 

P rocedura l  Reso lu t ion  1-2012 ,  a  reso lu t i on  13 

ra t i f y ing  the  ac t i ons  o f  t he  c le rk  o f  the  14 

l eg i s la tu re  to  cause  to  be  pub l i shed  a  no t i ce  o f  15 

hear ing  on  a  proposed loca l  l aw to  amend  Ar t i c le  16 

12  o f  the  Nassau  County  Char te r  in  re la t ion  to  17 

the  es tab l i shmen t  o f  a  D iv is ion  o f  Rea l  Es t a te  18 

Serv ices  w i th in  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l ic  Wo rks .  19 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  20 

ma t te r  be fore  the  leg i s la tu re  and vo te  on  t he  21 

p rocedura l  reso lu t ion .  22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  2 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  - -  we have  3 

to  have a  vo te  to  open  the  hear ing ,  r i gh t?  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l so  to  adop t  the  5 

p rocedura l  reso lu t ion .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  those  in  favor  o f  7 

adop t ing  the  procedura l  reso lu t i on  p lease s ay  8 

aye.  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 CLERK MULLER:   The  hear ing  on  the  13 

p roposed  loca l  l aw  in  re la t i on  to  a  p ropose d  14 

loca l  law to  amend  Ar t i c le  12  o f  t he  Nassau  15 

Coun ty  Char te r  i n  re la t i on  to  the  es tab l i sh men t  16 

o f  a  D iv is ion  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  Serv i ces  in  the  17 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works ,  pu rsuant  to  18 

P rocedura l  Reso lu t ion  adop ted  today ,  Januar y  30 ,  19 

2012 .  20 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  21 

ma t te r  be fore  the  leg i s la tu re  and vo te  to  o pen  22 

the  pub l ic  hear ing .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  24 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  2 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  3 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  p lac ing  th is  i n  4 

f ron t  o f  t he  leg is la tu re  p lease say  aye.  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Any  opposed?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 The i t em i s  in  f ron t  o f  the  l eg i s la tu re .   9 

The hear ing  i s  open.  10 

 I s  somebody here  to  speak to  us  on  the  11 

hear ing?   Nobody 's  here?    12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 So  the re 's  nobody he re  to  ta l k  on  the  14 

hear ing?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 We ' re  jus t  go ing  to  leave the  hear ing  17 

open  unt i l  nex t  week ,  when  hopefu l l y  somebo dy can 18 

come down to  te l l  us ,  to  tes t i f y  on  i t .  19 

 The nex t  i tem i s  I tem Number  3 ,  wh ich  is  20 

Ord inance Number  2 .   May  I  have a  mo t ion ,  p lease?  21 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  22 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  24 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  25 
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 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Any  opposed?  8 

 (Nay . )  9 

 I t  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  10  to  9 .  10 

 I t em Number  4  i s  Ord inance  Number  3 .   May 11 

I  have  a  mot ion ,  p lease?  12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  16 

 We ' re  now on  I t em Number  4 .   Le t  t he  17 

reco rd  show tha t  Leg is la to r  Denenberg  has  r ecused 18 

h imse l f .   He ' s  l eav ing  the  chamber  and  he 's  no t  19 

tak ing  par t  i n  any  o f  the  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  20 

rega rd ing  th i s  i tem.  21 

 I s  t he re  any  debate  or  d iscuss ion  22 

rega rd ing  th i s  i tem? 23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 Any  opposed?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  7 

 Now we  go to  I t em Number  8 .    8 

 I nv i te  Mr .  Denenberg  back .  9 

 I t em Number  8  i s  a  reso lu t ion  au thor iz ing  10 

- -  no .   I t em Number  8  i s  Reso lu t ion  Number  1 .   11 

We ' re  no t  ca l l i ng  Number  8  today .  12 

 Now we  go to  Number  16 ,  wh ich  is  13 

Reso lu t i on  Number  9 .   May I  have  a  mot ion ,  14 

p lease?  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  18 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  19 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Any  opposed?  2 

 (Nay . )  3 

 That  wou ld  be  a l l  o f  you .   The  i tem 4 

ca r r ies  by  a  vo te  o f  10  to  9 .  5 

 We now have a  consen t  ca lendar ,  wh ich  are  6 

i t ems tha t  bo th  the  ma jo r i t y  and  m inor i t y  h ave  7 

ag reed  have been  debated  and  a re  ready  fo r  f ina l  8 

ac t i on .  9 

 I t em Number  2 ,  Ord inance  Number  1 ;  I tem 10 

Number  5 ,  Ord inance Number  4 ;  I t em Number  6 ,  11 

Ord inance Number  5 ;  I t em Number  7 ,  Ord inanc e  12 

Number  6 ;  I t em Number  11 ,  Reso lu t i on  Number  4 ;  13 

I t em 12,  Reso lu t ion  Number  5 ;  I t em 13,  Reso lu t ion  14 

Number  6 ;  I t em 14,  Reso lu t ion  Number  7 ;  I te m 15,  15 

Reso lu t i on  Number  8 ;  I tem 17 ,  Reso lu t i on  Nu mber  16 

10 ;  I t em 18,  Reso lu t ion  Number  11 ;  I tem 19,  17 

Reso lu t i on  Number  12 ;  I t em 21 ,  Reso lu t ion  N umber  18 

14 ;  and Number  9 ,  Reso lu t i on  Number  2 ;  Numb er  11  19 

- -  I  d id  11 .   We ' re  no t  ca l l i ng  10  today .  20 

 A l l  o f  t hose  i t ems ,  may I  have  a  mot ion ,  21 

p lease?  22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  2 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  3 

 I s  anybody  f rom the  co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  4 

he re?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 On  a l l  o f  the  i t ems as  they  were  ca l led ,  7 

a l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tems  pass  14 

by  a  vo te  o f  17  yes  vo tes  and  two abs ten t io ns .  15 

 Mr .  Wa lker ,  a re  you he re?  I ' m  go ing  to  16 

re tu rn  to  I t em Number  1 ,  wh ich  i s  the  open 17 

hear ing  on  rea l  es ta te  serv i ces .   Ch ie f  Dep u ty  18 

Coun ty  Execu t ive  Rob  Walke r  i s  here  to  exp l a in  19 

the  i t em to  us .   20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  j us t  want  to  pu t  21 

on  the  record ;  my in ten t  was  to  vo te  fo r  Mr .  22 

Va la r t i  and to  abs ta in  on  tho se o the r  i t ems .   23 

I t ' s  wha t  you  ge t  when  you  bu lk  th ings  toge the r .   24 

I t  doesn ' t  make  any  sense.   They ' re  un re la t ed  to  25 
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each  o ther .   We 've  go t  t o  f i x  the  house aro und  2 

he re .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So,  F ran ,  wha t  you 4 

to ld  me abou t  J immy ea r l ie r  d oesn ' t  coun t  5 

anymore?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Wa lke r .  7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:    I  hope  8 

Mr .  Va la r t i  doesn ' t  s i t  and res ide  i n  Leg is la to r  9 

Becker 's  d is t r i c t .   He  jus t  l os t  a  vo te  tod ay .   10 

That 's  even worse .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  los t  i t  a  l o t  12 

ea r l ie r .  13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE WALKER:   As  we  14 

d i scussed in  commi t tees ,  I  t h ink  a  l o t  o f  p eop le  15 

had ques t ions  re la t i ve  to  the  depar tment  o r  the  16 

O f f i ce  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  Serv ices ,  P lann ing  an d  Rea l  17 

Es ta te  Serv i ces .   Rea l  Es ta te  Serv ices  hand l ed  a  18 

va r ie t y  o f  f unc t ions ,  some be ing  the  sa le  o r  t he  19 

pu rchase  o f  p roper t i es ,  as  bo th  Mr .  Schroed er  and 20 

Mr .  Ke l l y  hand led  those func t i ons  w i th  the  s ta f f .   21 

Some o f  the  o the r  s ta f f  members  are  now wor k ing  22 

w i th  the  Depar tmen t  o f  P lann ing  on  the  new V eo l i a  23 

bus  cont rac t ,  a l so  the  HUB s tudy  and  the  ma s te r  24 

p lan  fo r  Nassau  Coun ty .   Ano ther  func t ion  o f  t h i s  25 
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depar tment ,  a lso  hand les ,  r i gh t  now,  hand le s  a  2 

l o t  o f  t ranspor ta t ion  needs and th ings  o f  t ha t  3 

na tu re ,  and a lso  the  rea l  es ta te  and  the  ho ld ings  4 

o f  Nassau County ,  the  fac i l i t i es .   They  wor k  w i th  5 

DPW on  a  regu la r  bas is .   Some o f  t he  person ne l ,  6 

i n  te rms  o f  mov ing  depar tmen ts  f rom one bu i l d ing  7 

to  the  o ther ,  i nvo lved  in  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts ,  such  8 

as  One  Wes t  S t ree t  t ha t ' s  go ing  on  r igh t  ne x t  9 

door  tha t  w i l l  soon,  hopefu l l y ,  w i th  the  10 

comp le t i on  o f  t he  cont rac t ,  house the  t reas u re rs  11 

and pu rchas ing ,  and c rea te  a  sha red se rv ice s  un i t  12 

downsta i rs .   The  f i r s t  f loor ,  wh ich  w i l l  a l l ow  13 

res idents  the  ab i l i t y  - -  t o  make  i t  much  eas ie r  14 

to  pay  the i r  b i l l s  and  th ings  o f  t ha t  na ture .   15 

Th is  w i l l  a l l ow  us ,  the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  g re a te r  16 

f l ex ib i l i t y ,  in  te rms o f  use  o f  s ta f f .  17 

 We have had personne l  tha t  l e f t ,  v ia  the  18 

re t i rement  i ncen t i ve .   A  few  o f  the  employe es now 19 

w i l l  no  longer  have to  be  reh i red .   I 'm sur e  you  20 

rece ived  the  repor t  f rom Of f i ce  o f  Leg is la t i ve  21 

Budget  Rev iew tha t  d iscusses  the  fac t  tha t  we 22 

w i l l  have some sav ings  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  l ack  23 

o f  need to  h i re  add i t i ona l  s ta f f .   We have 24 

u t i l i zed  some o f  t he  peop le  i n  p lann ing  to  ass is t  25 
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w i th  DPW pro jec ts  a l ready .   That  i s  undergon e and 2 

has  worked  ve ry  we l l .    3 

 The Veo l ia  cont rac t ,  as  I  men t ioned 4 

be fo re ,  we  have  peop le  i n  bo th  the  Depar tme n t  o f  5 

Pub l ic  Works ,  wh ich  now has  p lann ing ,  a l so  6 

work ing  on  tha t  cont rac t ,  as  we l l  as  peop le  in  7 

rea l  es ta te .   We now w i l l  pu t  them under  one  8 

umbre l la ,  one  roo f .   Bo th  the  gent lemen I  9 

ment ioned f i r s t ,  Mr .  Sch roeder  and  Mr .  Ke l l y ,  10 

w i l l  s t i l l  wo rk  w i th  the  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  11 

on  a l l  o f  the  rea l  es ta te  t ransac t ions .   Th ey  12 

w i l l  r emain  housed  here  in  One  Wes t  so  they  can 13 

hand le  these  cases .   The  rema inder  o f  the  14 

employees w i l l  work  w i th  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  15 

Works .   Aga in ,  i t  w i l l  a l l ow  us  to  no t  have  to  16 

rep lace  ind i v idua ls  tha t  have  a l ready  le f t  and  17 

some tha t  w i l l  be  leav ing  a t  a  cos t  sav ings ,  and ,  18 

aga in ,  pu t  a  lo t  o f  the  func t i ons  toge ther .  19 

 To  us  i t  made  no  sense  to  have  pub l i c  20 

works  bu i l d ing ,  renova t ing ,  and mov ing  peop le  and 21 

then  have rea l  es ta te ,  two  o r  th ree  s ta f f  m embers  22 

i n  rea l  es ta te ,  now work ing  a longs ide  DPW a nd no t  23 

be  under  the  same roo f .   Now they  w i l l  be .   Now 24 

they ' l l  wo rk  togethe r  and have  a  c learer  pa th ,  i n  25 
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te rms o f  comp le t ing  pro jec ts  i n  a  more  cos t  2 

consc ience  manner .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 Thank you.  6 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  c lose  the  hear ing .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  10 

Dunne,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  11 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  c los ing  the  hear ing  12 

p lease  say  aye.  13 

 (Aye . )  14 

 The hear ing  i s  c losed.  15 

 That 's  i t  now.  16 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  ad journ .   17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .   19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  20 

Dunne,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  21 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 We a re  ad jou rned .   24 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  25 
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ad journed a t  4 :03  p .m. )  2 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime a nd p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  5 th  day  o f  February ,  2012.  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 


